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Hou haſt here.( courteous 
end friendly Reader) the 
e Pleaſant and delightful Hi- . 
itory of Reynard the Fox, | 
which in an humble and low ſtile (couch- 
ce to the natures of the Beaſts it treateth 
on) beareth in it much excellent Moxa- 
lity and hidden wiſdom, worthy. both 
thy regard in readinggand thine applica- 
tiotz in the courſe arid commercement of 
thy life and actions. for the aime at 
which it bendeth; is the ov-rthirow of 
vice, and the advancement or the good 
and vertubus. Ss 
Now foraſmuch as hitherto it hath 


flowne into the World (like Sibille's / |} 
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looſe papers) covered with much/ob- 
ſeurity and darkneſſe: K have for thy 


more eale and contentment, to ever 


ſeverall Chapter annexed the Moralls | 


and pere of ſuch;darke * 
as may hold thy judgement in ſeeking 
to winde out a labyrinth fo dark and 


curious? A labour which I doubt not 
but will prove both pleaſant and whole- 


ſome, ſince as a friendly guid it will keep 


thy meditations from Wandring aſtray, 


and as a pleaſant companion hold thee, 
15. e e * 

Journey therein Will. neither hee long. 
nor irkeſome: at which end if it arrive 


with a faire ſafety as it is faichtullg,gnd 


truly intended, I have the ſum rm 
wiſhes, and thy ſelf the proſperity, boch 


el this and other mens indeavours. 


Farewell, 


raked DM as NMC The 


The Epiſtle tothe Reader. 
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Vith ſuch delightfull diſcourſe, that thy. 
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CHAP: 1. 


— * 
y 6 Ne Lim Proclaimed a tolemn Feaſt at his- Court; Mm 
N Legrim the Wolfe and his Wite, and Curtiſe the Muss de 


firſt rn of Rey nara the Fax. 


W OUT the Feaſt of Pentecoſt : wind br"; 
commonly called Whitſontide ) when the 
"woods are in their'tufty hood and callgitry,. 
aud evory Tree cloat hed in the gr and 

IK white: livery: of glorious leaves, and wert: 

4 Lmeilling bloſſomes, and the earth covere3 in 
der raireſianagtle of Flowers, which the Birds with much on 

"entertain with the delight of their harmonious ſongs, . 

Even at this time and entorance of the luſty bring, i 
Lyon the'Ropalli King beaſts; to celeb2ate this holy"Feaſt-" 
time with all trfumphant cerimonie, he intended to keep open 
Court at his great Palace of Sauden, and to that end (by ſolemn 
Woclamation ). makes knowne over all his Kingoome; to all 
Beaſts -whatſoever.that- upon paine to be held contemptuous, 
everp one ſhould reſozt-id that great c elebꝛation: fothat wit hin 

few daies after (at the time 8 ) all Beafts both _=_ = 
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he plealant Ei ift 
* 


Jil cum infinite multituves to the c ort, only Reyna 
* who knew himſelf gui ty in fo many tref- 


Complaints agair ſt the Fox, but eſpt ciallyſegrinthe 


many bre his comming thither mult 


Now when the Ting had allembled all his Court t. Fr | 


ther, there were few Beaſts found but made t heir ſe +4 


who being the firſt and pꝛincipalleſt complaint, came 


all bis Lineage and kindꝛed, and ſtanding beſo;e the ing, 
aid in t his manner. ; 


My d28ad and deareſt Sover:in Lend the Ning J humbly 
beſeech pou, that from the height and ffrength of your great 


power, and the multitude of your mercies, pou will be pleaſed 


to take pitty on ſo great treſpaſſes, and unſufferable injuries 
which that unworthy creature Reynard the Fox hat h done to 
me, mp wife and our whole family :of which to give pour high: 


. ticfs ſom taſte, firſt know it tt N eaſe your Majeſty ) that this 


Reynard 


| 2 ume into my houſe by violence, nd inſt the wil of Tbe ll. ; 
my {ES whers finding my childzen laid in their gatet couch, „eren 
ee pit them in to rann a manner, thet with k ſharp⸗ „io man 
{8 ot $ urine they fel inſtantly blind&o? this offence periwades 
F< tif 
tnffelfe 
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ine | 
and appointed wherein Nur ſhould come to excuſthivſell w eſ- 
hinfſslfe, and to take a ſolemne oath the t he was guiltleffe of Pe Me 
hat high-injury: but as ſoone as the hook was trnd2ed befe2e ant Neicit | 
"HEH Stat wel knew his own guiltineſſe) refuſed to ſwear, from the pre © 
kan inftantly into his hole, both in contempt al your Wa- ſerceofrhe-. 
and your A aws. This (my dꝛtad Lozd ) mary of the P iſbrte 5 et 
left Beaſts know which noware reſident in your Court: n 0 
Nox hath this alone bounded his malice, but in mary ot her by his cor- 
things he hath treſpaſt.againft me, which to relate, neither the rewpr anioa's 
time, noꝛ pour highneſe patience would gire ſuferauce there. his enemies to 
unto: ſuffice it mine injurys are ſo great t hat nor e tan extæd Met e 
wem and the ſhame and villany be hath done t 8 my wile is plan und 
tuch, that J can neither abive no: ſuffer it unrever ged, but J hd, as op- 
mut oxpect from him amends, and (rom poui Pajeftie merty. ps here 
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And Hil dor 
ben theWolfe: e:: 8am ty him. 
| > Bc und whoſe was Cn uhr ep ing kezth, 
ne 14 . unte tic ht C, af! inſt 

in darin a ron tols fg inter 

ee was mol e, 
(on — tema manner Sg v, ha Ino wo} 
4 fice liber of ſuftain his Uke, then one peoze Padding: iht? Bund 
ane 1 8 had meſtuniufily [ren 1 away troit him. 
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him, and by ths, 955 . 


example m. kes 
3 others of fear 

| 0 full natare 57 
dug the like. 4 
; let no wiſe m 

| ſhiinke from 
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[ 4 his juſt trial, 
| Hut either de- 
fend f is owne .. 


| ö | Innocence, of 
elſe ſubmit 20 
; .mercyefor > | \ 

men and 4 = GEE 
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King,ſaiv,PyL od the King, A muſt —— 


«||  ſenrchev,cach War bud ero a0 65 fo; wiv obin rt x — 
Touching the complaint ot Curtiſe the Hound, it was an 
offence committed many years ago, and — Amy ſeite 


1 
* 


-Pajefty himſelfe, but would fuffer his Higbnelle to loſe both 
Yonour and renowne, ſo that he might thereby attaine to him⸗ 
ſelf but to muthas the legge ofa fatte Men: I ſhall tell pou 
what I ſaw him do peſterdap to Kyward the Mare, that now 
ſtandeth in the Kings pꝛotedion, he pꝛomiſed unto Kyward 
that he would teach him his Credo, and make him a goov 
'Chaplaiue, he made him come fit between his legs. and ing 
and trp aloud Credo, Credo: m wap lay 1 J heard 

the long: then coming nearer, found that Pr, ard 

ett his firſt note and ſong, and began to play bis to nee 
Foz he. had caught Kyward by the thzoat,ond Lon 4 not at 
time tome, he had taken his lite alſo, as you may ſee by the 
fr:M wound owKyward at this pꝛeſent. O my L od the King, | 
if vou ſuffer this unpuniched, and let him go quit that hath "A 
thus broke pour peace, and p20p;area your- vignity, aud x * 
doing no right atcoꝛding to the juogment of your Laws, your 
Pꝛincely tchiloʒen many vtatos hereatterſhal ent ther ander 
of his erill;, Certainly Panther ( ſaid/]{cerim) yon ſap true, 
and it is fit theo reaetve the bene$tof Juſtice tnt deſire to live 
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How Grimbard the Brock, ſpake! 
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You are malicious, and it is a common ꝛoberbꝰ Malice never 


jure» ons another, might die the death, and be haiigcd as u tel- „heut bis 
lon > Iteil you, were he here in the court, ano as much in the cite, and 


Rings favour as you are, it would be muchtoo\ittic ſaticiae bea man never 4 


1 2 7 5 ſo iewde, ct 
dion fo2 you 10 agke mercy : you have men times bitten he hail al 


and toꝛne my kinlman with pour renemous tceth,and oitner gde onen - 


much then J can reckon, pet ſome I will cal up to my remems ther ce plead 
for him; efpe- 


vena fo2cot how you cheated him with the Plaiſe cially where 
= ou. forgot how you che. a P 4 is either 


which he threw downe trom the Cart, when you followed as — or 
lo te tos featpyct you dex oured the good Plaiſe alone, and gave wealth in the 
him no moꝛe but te great boanc:', which you could not eat oftender, or 
vour felt: the lił e yd u dio with the tat fiitch of Baco „whole a alliance of 
taſte was fo good, that your ſelſe alone dio eat it dp, and when — to — 
Unckle asked his part, you anſwered dim with ſcozne, pegs here 
ire young man thou ſhalt have thy ſhare:but he got not any hy the Broch 
hie, beit he wonne the Bacon with great feare and hazard; which pleads 
leo the owner came, and caught my kin man in a Sack, from for the Foxz 


| — be hardly eſcaped with life: many of thoſe injuries . „ of his 


Fluprim don to Key nad, which I beſeech pour Lozvſhfps kin, od nent 
judge if they be ſufferable: again, he complatneth that my he was rich, be 
6 kinſman hath wronged him in his wife : tis true, and J con- bla 10 plea- 


feſſe” Reynard hath lien with her, pet it was ſeven yeares pr 4 —_ 


bekeꝛe Iſegrim did wed her, and it my uncle out of courteſie did b obſer ed, 
bpbera ple⸗ ture, what was that te him ⸗ ſhe was ſoon healed theivfnuaricn 
W's. of the ſoꝛe:noꝛ ought he to tomplaine of auy thing not belong of ie advo 
a ing to him; wiſedome would have tonccaled it, foꝛ what credit _—_ excuſing 
gets he by the llander of his wite, eſpecially when the isuna- fun f wid 3 
tev:d ne formof 
. No tomes Kayw ard the Hare vith his complant, which penitence. 
to me t emed but a triie, fo2 it he will car to read, and read coin he 
not his leſlon aright, who will blame the Schoolc⸗ me ſter Rev- wy 45 — 2 3 
natd it he gibe him due toꝛreaion fo2 ii ſc holers be net braten and hypocri·· 
and c he ſi iſed, they will never learn. | fie, then the 
Laſtly complaineth Cu _ that he with great paine hop which ng 
: 2 gotten 


ſpake well? what can you ſap agatuſt wy ktuſman Rey nard The Hera. Y 
I would pou durſt adventure, that which of you had moſt in- vice is nevel 


* 4 er nel ahn 
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The pleaſant Hiftorie 


5 . 

i en x Paging in the winter, bet vi⸗ 

a 8 1 being a ſeaſon in which vi⸗ 
4 —————— are hard: ms thinks ſilence would have become 

T and forgive- him better fo2 he had ſtollen it: and Male queſiſti, & male per- 

aufe. didiln, its fit it was evil loft, twas evil wonn who can blams 

"17 Reynard to take ſtollen goods from a thief ; It is reaſon that 
all he which underftams the Law, and can diſcerns right, being 
lt of groat and high birth as mp kinſman is, do right unto the 
; it 0 law Nay had he hanged up Curtiſewhen he took him with the 
＋ manner, he had offended nons but the King, in doing Juſtice 

| Without leave; wherefo2e foꝛ reſpect to his Pajeſtie ge did it 
not, though he reapt little thankes fo: his labour: Mas how ; 
do thoſe complaints hurt him; mine Uncle is a GE 0 
am a true man, noꝛ can he indure falſhood, he dolh nothing 
without the counſell of the Pꝛieſt: end J affirme, ſinte my 
Lozothe Ring pzoclaimed his peace he never thought to hurt 
an man: fo? he eateth but onte a day, he libeth as a Reoelliſe, 
1 he chaſtiſeth his body, and weareth a ſhirt of hair cloth: it is 
. above a yeare fince he eat any fleſh ( as J have heen truly Be-. - - 
1 o med by them which came but yeſterday from him) he ah 
„ fozſaken his Caſtle Malepardus, and aba moned ali t | 
a por hermitage retaines him, hunting he hath foꝛlwozne and 
his wealth he hath ſcattere n, libing onely by armes and dos 
mens charities ; doing infinite pe ante foꝛ his ſins, ſo that he 
is become pals and leane with pꝛaping, and faſting, toꝛ he . 


7 5 . : 
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4 Y 
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14 Would faine bs with God, 
11] Thus whileft Grimberd his nephew ſtaod p2eaching, they 
Be © Pertetved coming downe the hill ruto them, tout Chance- 


.Cleere the Cock, who bzought upon a Beer a dead Hen, of 
home Reynard had bitten off the hoad, and was b2ought ta. 
ning to have knowledge thereof, . 


Hu Chantecleere the * complained of Rqnard the 


Ox 


as 


- I ANTICLEERE marched foznnefi.ſmiote pitiouſly his 
bands and ſeathers;whiift on the other ſive the War went 


two 
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Reynard the Fox. 
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two ſa:zrowtfull Pens, the one was Tantart, the other the gosd 
Pen Cragant, being of the faireſt Bens between Hol- 
land x Arden > theſe ens boze tach of them a ſtraight bzigbt 
burning Tayer, and theſe Þennes wers ſiſters to Coppell 
(which lay dead on the Bier) and in the marching they cried 


iteouſly, alack and well⸗a⸗day fo the death ot Coppell our 
8 3 dear 


. > 
1 
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. 
1 — . 
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n. all. dear ſiſter. 
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Two young Mens bare the beer, which tackled 
(o heapilp, and wapt ſo loud foꝛ the death of Coppel thetr mo⸗ 
— rocgeY ther, that the hils gave an ecc ho to their clamon: : thus being 


compaſſe their co me befoze the King, Ghanceclecre kneeling down, ſpake in 


- wickedneſs by this manner. 


Arong hand, or Moſt mercitul and my great Low the King, vouchſafe, J 
violece againſt yeſcech you, to heare out complatat, and rev2efic theſe injuries 


their enemies; 


— — wht h Reynard hath un juſtly don to me, and my childzen that 
8 Ti here ſtand weeping ; oz ſo it is (moſt mighty Sir }that in the 
khifcsro entan- beginning of Apzill, when the weather was faire, J being 
gle them: of then at the height of my pꝛide and gtozy, becauſe of the great 
allwhich nat ſtock and ltaage J tame of, and allo in that J had eight vall⸗ 
6s cht ew et ent [Ones and feren faire daughters, which my wite had 
Religion : for hatched, ail which were ſtrong and fat, and walked in a yard 

that working well walled and fented round about, wherein they had in ſe⸗ 


u pos the eaſie prall ſheds for their guarde, ſixe ſtout Paſtife Wogges which 
beliefe of the 


— — key haz toꝛne the skinnes of many wild Beaſts; fo that my chil⸗ 
them many dꝛen feared not any evil which might happen unto them: But 
times ſnippe Reynard: that falſe and diſlembling traytoꝛ, enyying their haps. 
themſelves in- pie foꝛtune becauſe of theic ſafety, many times allailed the 
to the rough Halles, and gare ſuch dangerous aCeults, that the Dog . 
Sete i no divers times were let fozthunto him, and hunted him away; 
help bur ſhip- PLA once they light upon him, and bit him, and made him pay 
wrack, as ihe the lice foꝛ his theft, and his toꝛn skinne witneſſed, yet ne. 
fooliſh Cock vertheleſſe he eſcaped, the moꝛe was the pitty; pet wee were 
did ro vefieve quiet ot his trouble a great while after: at laſt he tame in the 
A'ſ>inthisz likeneſſe of a Hermit, and b2ought mea Netter to reave, ſea- 
man may (ee, le) with your Pajeſties Seale, in which J found wiitten, 
that though that pour Pighneſſe had made peace thzoughtout all your 
an - man Realm, and that no manner of Beaſts 0z Fowle ſhould 
*n1 hes er- do fnjurieone to another, affirming unto me that foꝛ his own 
caſed of ſome part he was become a Ponke, oꝛ cloyſtred R.cluſe, rowing 


Faules, yerftilffo perloꝛ me a daf:y penance foꝛ his ſinnes; ſhewing unto me 


hisfinges will his beads, his bokes, and the hafre ſhirt nert to his s%fnne, 
— ſaying fn hamble wiſe unto me, Sir Chanticleere, neter 


2 be affratyof me, foꝛ J hade vo wer never moze to 
gat flech. | 


Jam 


. Of Rejnard the Fx, © 


ir} the end he 


all be diſco- 
5 vered, and lie 
to open Law 
| 224 puniſh- 
a ment as now 


ir hapened to 
the rox » NOT» 
withiſtan ling 
the Broc ks ex- 
caſe and m in- 
tenance. 


Jam now waced did, and would onely remember my ſoule, 


therefoze J tak leave : fo2 J have yet my noon and mp. 
even-long to ſap : ich ſpake, he departed, ſaying his Credo 


as be went, and laped him down under a Vautbo2n : at this 


I was exceeding glad, that J toke no. heed, but went and 
clocked my childzen together, andwalked without the _ 
£ 


chat excu'e helteve it, if A live a year, he ſhall dearely 


'ſhames chat done, the body was entered, and upon it a fair Marble Kone 
1] makerhem; laid, being poliſhed as byight as fade; in which wan in⸗ 


tion, which. is murther of Reynards might be puniſhed, In the end it was 

expreſt in the concluded that Reynard ſhould be ſent fes, aluid-without all er- 

cuſe to appear befoze the King, to anſwer thoſs 1 4 
ould 


— 
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The pleafane Hiſtorie 


* which I wall even rue, fo faiſe Reynard l ping under a buſh 
tame creeping betwixt us and the gate, and ſuddainly ſurpꝛi⸗ 
od one of my t hildꝛen, which-he thauſt up in his male and boze 
awa yto'my great ſozrow, foꝛ having taſted the ſweetneſſe ec 
our fleſh, neither hunter, noz hound, can pzotec 02? keep him 
trom us: Night and dap he waites upon us with that greed. 
neſs, that of fifteen of my childꝛen, he hath left me but four 
unklaughtred, and peſterday Coppel mp daughter ( which 
here lieth dead on the Bier) was ( after her mother) bp a 
kennel of hounds teſcued from him; This is my complaint, 
- and this I leare to pour Pihgneſs mercy to take Pitty of mg, 


and the loſſe of mp fair childzen. * 
The Kings anſwer to the Cocks complaint, and how they 
ſung the Dig. "4 


The Moreall. 


Pen Sir Grin of your 
= p © Pen ſpake the King; Sir Grimbard,hear you this of 


uncle the Recluſe? be hath faſted and pzayend well : Well, 
bad de it: as te ge 
ſee how Chant ecleere, pour complaint is heard, and ſhall be cured: ( 
fach offences your daughter that is dead, we wil give her tha right of burial, 

rerurne to dil and With ſolemn Dirges bzing ber to the earth with woze* 


actions, 


den becauſe thiy ; which finihen, we will conſalt with our Lozvs,how te 
Teing dilclef. do pon right and Juſtice againlt the murther. Then be. 
ed, the excuſe gan the Placedo Domine, Withall the verſes belonging to it, 


ate thir which are too many ta recite : and as ſoon as the Dirge was 


— — graven in great letters this inſcription following, Coppell 
Brock: Alſo in Chanticleers daughter, whom Reynard the Fox hath uin, 
the Lyon may lieth here buried; mourn thou that re eſt it, for her 
de 2 the death was unjuſt ard lamentable, After 1 the Ates tent 
— od difpoſs foꝛ his L oꝛds and wiſetCounſeUoze;toe- alt bow this foul- 


f Reynard the Fox. 5 


7 


ſhould be objected acat;'ft him and that this meſſage ſhould be 
delivered by Bruine the Bear: to all this the King cave ton. 
ſent, cating him befo:e him ſaid. ſir g ui e it is our pleoſure 
that you deliver this mefage, pct in the de ivery there ol have 
rc at regard tv yourſelf, foꝛ Renard is full of politte, and 
knoweth how to diſlemble, latter, and be tray; he hath a wo21d 
of ſnares to intangle peu withall, and without great excerciſe 
of judgment, will make a ſcozn and mock of the beft wiſdom 

C baea⸗ 


252 


honours and 
rights of Bu- 
rial dene to 
the Hen, 
whichis21 zit 
of ſari: ſaction 
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Bears willing- 
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how common- 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 


baeathing,- Pp Lo2d (ar\ſwered fir Bruins me alone wit . 
Reynard, J am nat tae rh fore diert th dry 

mork to his kifaybtp : and de⸗ 
parted: ff his retire? bt as f6vtal, there is no fear in his well⸗ 


ſpe ding. CHAP. 


5 
How e the Bear ſ ped with * nard che Fox. 


ot Rez nerd the F ox. 


Pe next mo2ning away went Brui:.« the Bear in quett 


of the Fox, armed againſt all plots of deceit whatſoever, 
and as he came th2ough a dark Foxreſt, in which Reynard 
ha) a by-path, which he uſed when he was hunted, he ſaw a 
high mountain, oder Which he muſt paſſe to goto Malepac- 
das: fo; though Reynard have many houſes, pet Malepar- 
dus is his chiefeft and moſt antient Caſtle, and in it he lap 
both fo2 defence and cafe : Now at laſt when Bruine Was 


come to M dep irdus, he found the gates cloſc ſhut, at which | 


alter he had knocked ( ſitting on his tail) he called alcus, 
Dic Reynard, art pou at home? Jam Bruine pour kinſman, 
wham the Bing hath ſent to ſummon you to the Court, to an- 
lwer many” foub. accuſattons exhibited againſt vou, and 


bath taken a great vow; that if you fail to appear to this 


ſummon, that pour lite ſhall a:iſwer pour contempt, and pouc 
gad and hono2s ſhall lie confiſcate at his Pighneſs mercie: 
Therskoze fair kinſman, be adviſed by your friend, and go 
with me to the Court to ſhua the danger that elſe will fall 
upon you. Reynard lying cloſe by the gate (as his caſtome 
was ko the warme Su ine ſake ) hearing thoſe woꝛds, dee 
partsd inte one of his holes, foz Malepardus is full of me⸗ 
ny intrieate and cutious Room, ( which labprinth⸗wiſe hee 
tould paſſe thoꝛ ow, when ether his danger, 82 the benefit of 
any pꝛey required the ſame ) where meditating a while with 
himſelf how he might connterplot and bzing the Bear to dil⸗ 
grace (whom he knew loved him not) and himſelf to ho⸗ 
nour at laſt he tame foꝛth and ſaid, Dear Uncle Bruine, you 
are exceeding welcome, pardon my flowneſſe in coming; 
fo2 at pour firffTpeech J was faping my Gven-ſong ; and de- 
votion mult not be neglected : beliere me he hath done you no 
goon) ſervice , noz dd J think him which hath ſeat you this 
weary and long journey, in which your much ſweat and 
toil, far exceeds the wo2th of the labour: certainly han von 
not :ome, J ha) to mozrow been at the Court at mine own 
acco2d, pet at this fime my ſoꝛrow is much leiſenevy in as 
much as pour counfet at this p2etent may return mee double 
ccnefit; Alas Coaltt,” could his — finde no meaner a 
| 2 mel: 


The pleaſant Hiſt 3cy : 'Y 


meſſenger then peur noble ſelf to imploy in theſe trivial al. 
fairs > truly it appears ſtrange to me: eſpecially ſince next 
his ropal ſelf, pau are of greateſt renowne both in 1Bloov 
and Riches z fo2 my part J would we were bothat Court, 
fo2 J fear our journey will be exceeding troubleſome : foz . 
to ſpeak troth, ſince J made my abſtinence from Fleſh, J 
habe eaten ſueh ſtrange new meats, that my bodie is very 


much diſtempered, and ſwelleth as if it would break. Alas 


The Morall, dear Couſin ( ſaid the Bear) that meat is that which 
iN makethpou ſo ill? Uncle ( anſwered he) what will it oft 
ee be. vou to know? the meat was ſimple and mean; we pooꝛ men 


nueen dhe Fox ACE no Lozds pou know, but cat that fez necellitp, which 
and the Bear, Others eat foz wantonnede: 2 pet not to delay pou; that which 


is ex pteſt the J eat was honep-combs, great, full, and moſt pleaſant which 


pur rr 4 compelled vp hunger, Jeat too unmeaſurabiy, and am there- 
ow "= by tnfinſtely aiſtempered. a (quoth Bruine )honep-combs? 


| Pningro do o pou maks ſuch light reſpect of them. Nephew > why it is 
the of meat foz the greateſt Emperour in the wozld : Fair Ne- 


phew, 


Of Reynard the Fox, 


phew; help me but to ſome of that honsp, and command mo chief: 
whilſt I live 3 fo2 one litt e part thercof,J will be your ſervant "vm 
everlaftt..o.y, Sure ſai the Fox (Uncle) you but jeſt with chough dhe 
mc:*ut je ſt with yon (replied 6cuine) beſhzew my heart then; vic! co * 
foz A am ta that ſerious carneſt, that foz one lick thereat you wan te 
hall make me the faithf:!'f of all your kindꝛ ed. Nay (ſaid the — the 
Fox) il vou befaear..eft, then know J will bzing you where jug cauſe in 
ſo much is, that ten of pou ſhall not be able to devour it at a e end Fre-. 
meal, onely foz your love ſake, which above all things I ve, eth. ln © 
lire Wacie, Not ten of us ( ſai» the B:ar > ) it is impoſſible : — — 

. hav J all the ho:1cy betwirt Hibia and Portugal, yet J hors en- 
could in a t ſpace eat it all my ſclf, Then know Uncle prieſt, the la- 
Auoth the For) that near at hand here dwelleth a Bu zband. ci; ici in cor. 
man named Later, who is maſter of ſo much honey, that von — 


tannet conſume in ſeven vears, which foz your love and friend, — —.— 
plate I will put into your ſafe poſſeſion, Bruine mad — r. 
upon the Yonep, I woꝛe, that to have but one good meal thereof, a mirute a- 
he would not gnely be his faithful friend, but allo ſtop the ing 
mouths of all His avvcrſaries, R. ynard ſmiling at his eaſie lights, quite 
belte le, ſat3, Au will have ſevcn tun, n acle, pou ſhall have — ba- 
it. Theſe wezos pleaſed the Bear ſo well, and made him ſo finelle ad 

. pleaſant, that he could r ot ſten u fo: laughing. caes they 
Mien thought the Fox, this is eco) koꝛtunc, cure J will lead have in hand. 


bim where he ſhali iaugh moze meaſurably: and then fa to, In — Fox is 


7+. Univ, we mult delay ro time, anv 3 will ſpare no vain f ing of 
pour ſake, which foz none of my kin 3 — The actin 
Be ve him many thanks, and ſo away they wert, the whichever 
deins him as much honcy as he could beer — 
ny ſtrokes as he „ i-th ns 
PU s as Je (ould undergo: in the end thoſe bain 
they came to Lanſerts houſe, the ſight whercof made the Bear of delight, 
rejoice, This Lanſert was a ſtout and lum ie Carpenter who » men being 
the other day had bzought into bis perd a great Oak, which inen 


( as their manner ts) he began to cicaxe, and tad ſtruck with gl cedi- 
two wedges in ſuch wife, that the clot ico — = nee, docres 


open: at which the For rejoiced much, foʒ it was ani . [wallower, as 
to his wiſh, ſs that with a laughing countenance be — — 
ide 


* and be careful .of your whe 5 
* 


ſelt, 


10080 BDY 
N N 


: 4 Iſo 7 the 
* rue ty uſed 
| the Eeare 
| 1 y the com- 
— 2 9 ju I 
| 80 
4 2 = E - 
1 = 2 7 
f * higheſt ro * a — 2 2 . » 1h. 
1 ihe lo wege | ds 5. 
| }iſteady ro _— - 
y pro- IT / 


. 


cute and re- 
enge them- # 
Felves for the 
they have 
deere 


N 
2 


N 


N 


rate! ko within this tree is f 0 mut bel ont h tirt it is un mca- 

| ſurable, trie it pou tan get into it, pet cood Uncle eat modr⸗ 

i ratelp: fc2 albeit the combs are ſweet aud good, xet a ſurfet is 

dangerous, and may be treubleſom to four bodie, which J * 

would not foz a wozle, finec noharme can tome to peu, but 

muſt be my B not lo me, Nephew Rey naid 
(ſaid 


2 
4 


* 


. [C7 Y ; 

of Reyaard the Fk... 
ſaiz the Bat) noꝛ thin am: ſach a foal, thit I camat tem- 
per mine appetite. It is true my belt Uncle, J was too bo lo, 
JI pzay pu eiter in ar the en, and pouch ii ſin e your de ue. 
Tye Bat with all hiſt extere the tree, with his two feet koz⸗ 
ward, and thꝛuſt his hea n into the clett, quite over the cars: 
which when the Foc perceived; hee iaſtant v ran and pull o 
the we>ges out ofthe tree, ſo that he loc dt he Bar taſt there⸗ 
i. i, and then neither flatterp no2 anger availed the Ber, fez 
the Nephew hay by his deceit bꝛought the Macle into ſo falſe 
a pꝛiſon, that it was impoſſible by any Art to free' himſelf 
of ths ſame, Alas, what pzofiteth now his greatfirength 
and vbalour > why they were both cauſes of moze veration: and 
finding bimlelt veftitute of all relief, he began to howl and 
bzay;andWith ſcratching and tumbling to make ſuch a notte, 
that Lanfert amazed , came haſtily out of hishouſe, having in 
his hand a ſharp hook, whileft the Bear lay wallowing and 
"roaring wit hin the tree, which the For a far off ſeeing, hee 
laid to the Bear in ſcozn, Js the honep-good-(UGncte) which” 


ne Pleaſant Hiſtor / 
vou vat? how do you? eat not too much J betkech you: pleg- 
ſant things are apt to ſurtet, and you may hinder ycur jour⸗ 
ney to the Court: when Lznferc cometh (if pour bellie be full) 
he will give pou dꝛink to digeſt it, and wach it down your 
th2oat : and hating thus ſaid, he went towards his Caftle, 
But by this time, La: fert finding the Bear faſt taken in the 
tree: he ran to his r eighbours, and dclired them to come into 
his pard, fc2 there is a Bear faſt taken there, Mhich being 
noiſed thozow ell the Town, there was neither man, noz 
woman, ro? childe, but ran thither, ſome with one weapon, 
and ſome with another ; as Goads, Rakes, Bꝛeem⸗ſtaves, 
02 whet they could gather up: the Pꝛicſt had the handle of the 
Croſſe; the Clerk, the holy-watcr ſpzinkled end the Pꝛieſt s 
wife Dame }uilock with her diſtaffe, fo2 the was they ſpin⸗ 
ning: nay, the old Beldames came, that haone re a tooth in 
their heads. This zrmfe put Bruine into a great fear, be. 
ing none but himſelf to withſtand them, and hearing the clas 


mour of the noiſe which tame thundering upon him, he wzaalt. 


led and pulled ſo extremely, that he got cut his head, but left 

behinde him all the skin, and his cars alſo: inſomuch that 
nerer creature beheld a fouler 02 moze vefo2med Beaſt ; fo: 
the blood covering all his face, x his hands leaving the claws 
and skin behinde them, nothing rematred but ugiinefſe ; tas 
an ill market the Bear came to, foz he 1cf both motion and 
fight, feet and eies: but notwithſtanding this toꝛment, Lan- 
fect the Pꝛic ſt, and the whole Pariſh came upon him, and ſo 
'be-cudceil'd him about his bodie⸗pert, that it might weil be a 
warning to all his miſerie, tko know that ever the weakeſt 
(all ftfil go moſt to the walls: This the Bear found by exe 
Perience, foz every one exerciſed the height of their fies 
on him; even Houghlin with the crooked legg, and Fidolf 
with the long bzeed noſe, the one with a leaden Pall, and 
the other with an iron whip, all to be⸗laſhed poo; ſtr Bruine, 
not ſo much but fir Bertolf Uith the long fingers, Lanfert 
and Ortam did him moze annoyarce then all the reft, the 
one haviak a charp Welſh-hook ; the other a (20oked ffaffe 
wel leaded at the end, which he uſed to play at tab-ball with⸗ 


7 


of Reyanard the Fox. 


all, there was Birkin, and Armes-Ablequake, Bane the Pztet 
with his ſtaffe, and dame Jullocke his wife, all theſe ſo bela. 
boured the Bear, that his life was in great danger: the pooze 
Bear in this Paſſacre late and ſighed extreamly, groaning 
under the burthen of their ſfroaks, of which Lanterts were the 
greateſt, and thundered moſt d2eadfully, fox Dame Podge of 
Caſport was his Pother, 4 his Father was Marob the Ste- 
ple-maker.a paſſing ſtout man when he was alone: Bruine res 
ceived of him many ſhowers of ſtones, till Lanferts Wzother 
ruſhing be oe the reſt with a ſtaffe, ſtruck the Bear in the head 
tuch a blow, that he could neit her hear nor ſee, ſo that awaking 
from the aſtonichment, the Bear leapt inte the River ade 
jopning, thꝛough a cluſter of wives there ſtanding together, of 
which he thzew divers into the water, which was large and 
deep, amongſt whom the Parſons wife was one, which the 
Parſan ſ&ing how ſhe floated like a Sea-mew, he left ſtriking 
the Bear, and cried to the reft et the company, help, oh help > 
Dame ſalleckets in the water, help both men and women, 
fo whoſoever ſaves her, J efte free pardon of all their ſinnes 
and tranſgreſſions, and remit all penance tmpoſed whatfoever z 
this heard, every one left the Bear to help Dams Jallocke, 
which as ſoon as the Bear ſaw, he eut the fiream and ſwam 
away as faſt as he cou:d; but ths Pꝛieſt with a great nofſe 
purſued him, crying in his rage, Turn villain, that J map be 
revenged of the, but the Bear ſwam in the ſtrength. of the 
ſtream, and ſuſpected not his calling, foꝛ he was pꝛoud that he 
was fo eſcaped from them: onely he bitterly curſt the Heney⸗ 
tree, and the For, which had rot onely betraped him, but hay 
made him loſe his hod from his face, and his gloves from his 
fingers: in this ſoꝛt he ſwam ſome thꝛer miles down the wa: 
ter, in which time he grew ſo weary, that he went on the land 
to get eaſe, where blood trickled down his face, he croanew; 
ſighed and dzew his bꝛeath ſo ſho2t,as if his laſt houre hav bern 
exſpiring: Now whil it theſe things were in doing the For in 
his way home ſtole a fat Yen. and the w her into his male. and 
running thoꝛ ow a by path that wo man might poreeive him, 


he came towards the River _ infinite joy: foz he 3 
| | ' 


The Pleaſant Hiſtory 


that the Bear was certainly lain; therefo2e ſaid to himſelfe; 
My foztune is as J wilht it, fo2 the greateſt enemy J had in 
the Court is now dead,no2 can any man ſuſpect me gutlty 
thereot, but as he ſpake theſe woꝛds, loking towards the Ri⸗ 
ver, he eſpied where Bruine the Bcar lap reſting which ſtruck 

his heart with grief, and he rafled againſt Lanfert the Carpen⸗ 

ter, ſaying, Silly fol that thou art, what mad man would 

have loft ſuch good veniſon, eſpecially being fo fat and whole⸗ 
fome, and foz which he took no pains, fo; he was taken to his 

hand; any man would have been pꝛoud of the foꝛtune which 
thou negledeſt. Thus fretting and chiding, he came to the Ri⸗ 
ver, where le found the Bear all wounded and bloody, ol which 
Reynard was onely guilty pet in ſcorn he ſaid to the Bear, 

Mon Sire, Dieu vous garde. O thou foul red villains, ſaid the 
Bear to himſelte, what tmpudence is like this? But the 
Fox went on with his ſpeech, and ſaid, What Uncle ⸗ have 
you fo2got any thing at Lantert /o have you payed him fo2 the 
Honep-combes pou ſtole? if pou have not, it will redound much 
to your diſgrace, which befoze pou ſhall undergo, J will pay 
him koꝛ them my ſelfe:ſure the honey was excellent good, and J 

know much moze of the ſame pꝛice; Gad Uncle, tell me be⸗ 
foze J go, into what oꝛder do peu mean to enter, that you 
wear this new faſhoned Hood? will pou be Monk, an Ab- 
bot, 02 a Fricr > ſurely he ti t ſhaved yonr crown, hath cropt 
pour eare,alſo your foꝛe⸗top is lcft, and your cloves are . e; 
fie oven, go not bire-hanved, the; ſay you can ſing Teccavi 
rarely, Theſc taunts made Bruin mad with rage; but becauſe 
he conld not take revenge, he was content to let him talk his 


. Pleaſure;: then alter a ſmall reſt, he plunged again into the Ri. 


ver, and ſwam down the ſtreame; and landed on the öther⸗ 
fide, where he began with much grief to meditate how he 
migbt get to the Court; foʒ he had loſt his cars, his talons, 
and all the skin off his feet, ſo that he had a thouſand deathes 
followed him: he ceuld not go, and pet of neceſſity he muſt 
move, that in the end compelled by extremity, he ſet his but: 
tocks on the ground, and tumbled his body orer and over; ſo 
by degrees tumbling now half a mile, and then half a mile, in 


the 


Of Reynard the Fox. 
the end he tumbled to the Court; where divers be holding hit 


tremble: whereupon the Ling ſent fo? all his Counſel, and 

„ Sonlulted, how, and in what ſo2t to pꝛoſecute againſt the Fox; 
here it was generally conc uded, that he ſhould be again 
ſummoned ta apxear and anſwer his ireſpaſſes; and the par⸗ 

- tyto fummonthim they appotntes to be | iberr the Cat, as 
WF, a grarity a3 wiidome ; al which pleaſed the uing 


e; 
n ftrange manner of appꝛoach, they thought ſome pꝛodigie had 
> come towards them, but in the end the King knew him, and 
. grew angry, ſaping, It is Sir Bruine my ſervant, what villains 
K habe wounded him thus, 02 where hath he been that he bꝛings 
: his death thus along with him? O my d2zead Soveraiane 
0 Loꝛd the King, (crped out the Bear) J complain mee grie⸗ 
„ vouſly unto you: behold how J am maſſacred,which J humbly 
; beſeech you revenge on that falſ Reynard, whofoz doing your 
J royall pleaſure,hath bzought me to this diſgrace and laughter, 
. Then laid the King, Pow durſt he do this > now by my crown 
) Iſwear'\J will take revenge, which ſhau make the traytozs 


* + 4 
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How the King ſent Tibert the Cat for Reynard the Fox, 


'T Men the King called foꝛ Sir Tybert the Cat, and laid to 
bim Sir Tybert, vou ſhall go to Reynard, and ſay to him 
the lerond time, and command him to appear, and anſwer 
his offences; foꝛ though he be cruel to othcx beaſts, vet to pou 
he is courteous ; aſſure him if he fail at pour firſt ſummons, 
that. will take ſo ſevere a courſe againft him and his poſte- 
rity.that his example ſhal terrifie all offenders, Then ſafd Ti⸗ 
bert the Cat, Py dꝛead L62d, they wers my foes which thus 
adviſed you,fo2 there is nothing in me that can foꝛce him [1 
either to come,o? tarry: Jbeſeech your Pajeſty ſend ſome one 1 
of greater power, Jam little and feble : beſides if noble Dir 
Bruine,that is ſo ſtrong i mighty, could not intoꝛte him, what 
will mp weakneſs avat! > 2 King replied, It is pour wil⸗ 
2 dome 


The pleaſant Hiſtorie 


By the ſend- p2evati with Art, when violence returnes with loſt labour, 
ing of the Car Mell, ſais the Cat, ſince it is pour pleaſure, it muſt be ac- 
to ſetch the complithed, heaven make my toz2tune better then mp heart 
Foxzis expfeſt pꝛeſaget h. This 1 ber: made things in readineſs, and went 
3 towards Malle pardus, and in his journey, he ſaw come flying 
that when they to lnaras him one of Saint Martius Birds, to whom the Cat, 
have been de- cried aloud, Hail gentle bird, J beſœch the turn thy wings 
— by che and lie on mp right hand: but the biro turned the contrary 
* 8 wap, and flew on his left ſideʒ t hen grew the Cat very heavy, 
as they did {92 he was wilſc and ski. full in Auguriſme, and knew the ſg 
amploy, and to bs ominous, nevertheleſſe (as many do) he armed hin elle 
thought dif- with better hope: and went to Mall- pardus, wherg he fonnd 
erect z that the Fox ſtanding befoze the Caſtle gates, to whomTibergſatys. 


*enthey en Health to my fair Couſin Reynard; ſo it is that the King dp. 
lo deferrs » 


thoſ | 
— me ſummo.1s pou to the Court i i which if you fai 


wiſe, and ime time, there is nothing moze aſſured imto por, then a crucl 


ploy them; be and a ſuddain death, The Fox anſwered, Welcome dear gotrs- 
cauſe wiſdom: ſin Tibert, J obep pour commaad,t wiſh my Le2dthe Kfngine,” 


— finite days of happtnefſe, onely let me intreat you to reſt wit 


2 greater wil: me to night, end take ſuch chcar as my ſimpiæ houſe aſfoꝛdethʒ 


dome, ia the And to mozrow as car p as peu will, we Kid go towards the 
Cate mach Court, foz J harenokinſm:n 3 truft ſo dear / p as pour ſelf, 
eme, ce Pere was with me the other day the trech rous night Dis 
awilingnzls a Brulne the Bear, who look d uyon me With that tyrannou cru 
hazards. 


mes, 2 


party with dat to iin ( ſaid the Fox) let us take day befoze us, ſo map 
whom they we incounter with our friends the night is full of dan per, and 
re £2 39, of lulpit ions. Wen, ſald the Cat if it be pour pleaſure J am ton⸗ 
e".» tent, What ſhall we cat Reynard ſaid, truly my ſtoze is final, 


1 Win 
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in Europe. A mauſe ſaid Reynard) why my deare eoulin here n be 


dw2lietha Pꝛieſt bars by, who hath a Barne by his houſe ſo though — 
full of mice, that J tak half the Mains in the Darich are ſo mary dun- 


not able to beare them. O dear Reynard (quoth the Cat) do ers attend. 
but lead me thither, and make me your ſervant foz ever: why 
(ſata the Fox) but love you mice ſo e xcœdingly © Beyond ex. 
pꝛ eſſion ( quoth the Cat ) why a mouſe is bepon i Weaiſon,o; 
the delicateſt cates on P2taces Tables: therefoze condud me 
thither, and command mp friendſbip in any matter: had pou 
ſlain my father, my mother, and all my kin, J would clearly 
fo2give you, 


2 CHAP, 9: 


* Haw Tibert the Cat was deceived by Reynard the Fox. 
[PEP ſat) Reynard,Sure pou do you but jeſt, No by mp 
1 life, ſai? th? Cat, Mel thea ( quoth the Fox) if you be ia 
earnef, J wil ſo wozk that this right J will fill your belly; 
tis not volli ble, ſai» the Cat: then follow me ſai» the Fox: 
.foz.J will batag you to the place p2eſetiy ; thus awep they 
went with all ſpecd to the Pꝛieſts Barne, which was well 
* *walled about with a mu D⸗wall, whece but the night befo2e 
the For ha» bꝛoken in, and ſto:e from the Pꝛieſt an exceeds 
ing fat Ven 3 at which the Pꝛieſt was ſo a1gry, that he had 
ſet a grin oꝛ N arc be loʒe the hole, to catch him at his next com- 
mia ich the faiſe For k iew pertealy, and therefoze ſaid 
to the Wat, Sic liver, crxp fn at this hole, and be. ieve it 
you ſhall not tarrie a minutes ſpace, bit you ſhall Have moze 
mite then pou are able to deveur: harke, you may hear 
how: they pepe: when pour belip is full, come again, 
and J will ſtay and wait fc2 you here at this hole, that to 
moꝛrow oe may go together to the Coutt: but good Couſin 
ſtay not two long, fo2 J know, my wife will hourip expect 
us, Then (ſat) the Cat) thiak you J may ſafelp enter in 
at this hole © theſe Pꝛieſts are wiſe, and ſubt ill, and couch 
D3 their 


1 he Pleaſant Hiftory 
\ \ 
| 7 
ADE 
* N 90 
— WW 
ome cn cd. Hs Ged = 4 


NX. 
N — 


their danger oft cloſe, that raſhneſs is ſon overtaken, Why 
couſin Tibert (ſaid the Fox) J never ſaw you turn coward 
befo2e ; what man, fear you a ſhavow : The Cat aſhamed 
at his fear, ſpꝛang quickly in at the hole, but was Peſent- 
ly taught faſt by the neck in the Gꝛin, which as ſon as the 


Cat felt and percetved, he quickly leapt back againe: ſo _ 
1 


Of Reynarid the Fox, 
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tiolence: there is many a Chappell in which but one Bell 
rin gs. Now whil'ft the Fox thus ſcoffed the Pꝛieſt's wife, 
the pz P2feft fell down in a \ſwound: ſo that every man 
left the Cat, to redive the Pzfeft r which whtl'l they were 
doing, the For returned home to Malepardus, foz be imagi⸗ 
ned the Cat was paſt all hope to eſcape: but the oe —— 

wing 


Of Reywardthe Fox. 


ſecing all her focs tuſie about the Pꝛieſt, hee pꝛeſent'p began 
to gnaw and bit th: cod till he had ſheare2 it quite aſunder 
in the mid w: hlt) done he leapt out of te hole, and went 
roaring + tumbling like the Bear } tothe Bin gs Court, But 
beloze he got thither, it was fair day, and the Sunne being 
riſen. he centred the Court, like t he pittifulleft beaft that ever 
waz le held, Foz by the F6zes cratt his body was beaten and 
b;uiſco, his bones iveted and bzoken; one of his e pes loſt, and 
his ekin rent and ma. led. This when the King beheld, and 
ſaw | iberc ſo pittifulip maagied,he grew inf nitelp augry, and 
took counſei once mae, how to revenge t he injuries upon ths 
Fox Aitor ſom conſultation, Grimbard the Bꝛock, Reynards 
Bitters ton, ſaid to the ri of the Kings counſel, Pp good 
Lozds, thouęeh my Uncle wers twice ſo evil as theſe come 
Plaints mate im, pet there is remeop enough againft his 
Miſcheffs : therefoze it is fit pou do him Juftice as to a man of 
his ranck, which is, he muſt be tie third time ſummoned. and 
then if he appear not, make him gnilty of all that is lais againſt 
him. Then the king demanded of the Bock, whom he thought 
fittc to ſummon him. oz who would be ſo deſparate to hazard 
his hands, bis cares, nay his life with one ſo tprannous and 
irreligious: Truly ( anſwered the Bzock ) if it pleaſe pour 
ö jeſty, J am that deſperate perſon, who dare adventure to 

"Exrry the meſſacs to mp moſt ſubtill Kinſman, it pour bhighneſs 
but command me. 

CHAP.s8. 


How Grimberd the Brock was ſent to bid the Fox 
to the Court, 


12 fatd the King, Go Grimbard, foz J command you z 
pet take heed of Reynard, fo) he fs fubtill and malicious. 
The Bock thanked his Pajeſty, and ſo taking humble leave, 
went to Mallepardur, where he found Reynard g E:melin his 
wife, fpozting with their young whelys ; then having ſaluted 
his Uncle and his Aunt, he ſaid 1 Take herd fair Uncle, that 

pour 


* 
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The . pour abſcnce from the Court, ad not moꝛe miſchief to your 
Iathe ſending cauſe, then the offence doth peſcrve : believe it, it is high time 
ofthe Brock yy appear to the Court, ſince pour delay doth beget but moꝛe 


— 1 danger and punichment: the complaints agataft you are inſt⸗ 
ed, chat when nite, and this is your third time of Summons; Therefoze your 
the vitiouscan- Wiſedom may tell pou, that if you delay but one dap further, 
not be over- 
taken and 
bren;ht to an- 
is mect to uſe 
their Own 
weapons a- 
gainſt them, 
and with poli- 
cy, whic h Can 
no way be ber- 
ter done then 
by imploying 
ir kindred, 
and ſuch as 
they moſt 
dearly affect 
to perſwade 
them, becauſe 
Affection is e · 
ver a prevail 
ing Orator. 


of Rœrerd the Fox, 


there is not loft to you oꝛ yours any hope of merefe,fo within 
the daies pour Caſtle wiil be demoitfhed, pour kindꝛed made 
ſlaves, and your ſelferempted foz a publick example. There 
foze my beit Uncle, I belech pou recoliec your wiſdom, am 
go with me pꝛelently to the Court. J doubt not but pour dil. 
cretion ſhall excuſe you; fo you have paſt thozow many as 
eminent perils, and made pour foes aſhamed, whflft the Inne⸗ 
concs of your cauſe hath bozn you ſpotleſſe from the Tribu⸗ 
nal. Kcynard anſwered : Nephew, pon ſap true, and A will be 
adviſed and go with pon, not to anſwer offences, but in that 
J know the Court ſtands in need of my counſel; the Kings 
mercie J doubt not, it I map come to ſpeak with his Pajefty, 
though mine offences were ten times doubled, foz J know 
the Court cannot ſtand without me and that hall his bighneſ 
nnderſtand truly; though J know J have many enemies, y 


it troubles me not fo2 mine innocence ſhall awaken their in. 


jurtes, and they ſhall know that in high matters of State and 
policie, Reynard cannot be miſſing: t hey map well harp up⸗ 
on things, but the pith and ground muſt come from my relatf- 
8:it ia the envie ofothers hath made me leave the Court, foz 
thoug) I knowthet: hallowneſs tannot diſgrace me, yet may 
their multitudes oppꝛeſs me:nerertheleſs ( Nephew) A will 
o with you tothe Court, and anſwer foz my felf, and not 
1 the welfars of my Wife and Childzen, the King is tos 
thtte ; and though he do me in jurie, yet will J bear it with 
patience, This ſpoke, he turn d to his wifeand ſaid. Dame Ec- 
melin have care of my childzen, ſpecially Reynikin mp poums⸗ 
eft ſon.fo; he had muchof my love, and J hope will follok . 
fteps;alſo Roſſell is paſſing hepeful,and I love them intirely;' 
therefo2e regard them, and ik A eſcape , doubt not but my lobe 
ſhall reguite you, At this leave taking Ermelin wept, and her 
childzen howled ; fo2 their 1 od and vidualler was gone, and 
Male; ardus left unpꝛobided. | 


E 2 CHAP. 9. 
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CHAP. 5. | 
Mow Reynard ſbrove him to Grimberd the Brock. 


BE N Reynard and Gri ubard had gone a good war 
W on the ir journey, Rey nerd ſtayed, and ſa(d, Dear e. 
The Meralt phe w, blame me not if my heart be full of care, fo2 my lite is in 
| great hazard, yct to tlot out my ſins witb repentirice, and to 
The ſhriſt of caſt »ff the burthen, give me leave to ſtaibe my ſelf unto you ; 
the Fox ſhew- J Roy pou gre help, and having received Penance foz my fin, 
eth, that when y ſoul will be quiet. Grimbard bad him pꝛocted. Then 
zu. damen alen ſaid the For, Couficebor tibi pater · Sp ſaid the Bock, ff you 
they ah ſain Will fw2ive to me, do it in Encliſh, that I may underſtam 
moſt religion, you: Then ſaid Reynard, J have grievouſly offended againit 
«nd by a ſhew all the Beaſis that live, and eſpecially mine Uncle Brune the 
ofa — — Bear, whom J lately maſſacred; and Iybert the Cat whom A 
aw — dis faſnared in a grin: J have troſpaſſeo againft Chanteclere and 
not into the his Thildzen, and have devoured ms p of them; nay the King 
depth of their hath not been quit of my malice, foz J hate fland2ed him and 
Aecci bc koa: hig Queen. I hate betreped Hegrim the Molt. end called him 
l cle, though no part of his blood ran in my vet s. A madehim 


ber a good rope to teach him ring, but he y-al had like ta have coſt 
ie ſcale his lite, the men of ths pariſb beat and wounded him ſo ſozs: 
Aulutude i after this I taught bim to catch fiſh, but he was ſoundiy beaten 
the abſo wiien thercfoze, and feeleth the trip's at this inſtant. I led dim to 
which the frail Be con at a rich P2zicſt's houſe, where he fed ſo extream. 
Brock b [p; that not being able to get out, where he got in, Jraifev all 
— 56 the Town upon him and then went where the Pꝛieſt was 
eafily an ho- [ct at meat with a fot Ben befoze him: which Hen J ſnatcht 
neſt imple à wap, ſo that the Pꝛic ſt cried gut, Kill the For, foz never man 
man may be faw thing ſo ſtrange, that the Fox ſuould come into my houſe, 
br cughtro andtake my mcat from betoze me. 

—_— * This is a bolzneſs beyond knowledge: and with thefe wo:ds 
ace, & how be te bis knife at me, but he miſt me, and J 3 


2 Ponk of Elmane, where J became alto one of the eder, only, 
evill, yer they to ds him open miſchief. J made him bind his fat to the wil 
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whil'ft he purſued me crying. Kill the Fox, Al the For, and 
after him a world of people, whom J led to the place where 
Iſegrin was, and there J iet my Hen ſall, fo! it was tes 
heavie fo; me (vet much againſt mp wil) and then ſwzinging 
thꝛough a hole I got inte ſafety, Now as the J+teff toake 


up the Venne, he eſpied Iſegrim, and then cried ont, Strive 
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friends, rike, here is the Wolf, by no means let him eſcape 
us: Then the people came all together, with clubs and faves, 
and lotth a d2eadful noiſe, giving the pooꝛ Wolf many a dead. 
ly blow, and ſome thzowing ſtones after him, hit him ſuch 
moztal blows on the bovis, that the TUolf fell de wu as it he 
had bin dead, which perceived, they took him and d2ag'd him by 

| the 
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of Reynard the Fox. 


the heels over ſtocks and ſtones, and in the end thzew him into 
a Dita without the Millage, and there he lay all nieht but 
how he got thence J know not. Another time J led him to a 
place, where J told him were leven Hens and a Cock, ſet on 
a pearcy, all luſtie and fat, and hard by t he plate ſtood a falſe 
doo, on wbich ws dimed: then I told him if he would creep 
in at t he dooꝛ, he ſhould finde the Hens. Then lſegrim with 
much oy went laughing to the dooꝛ, and entring in a little, and 
groping about, he ſaid, Reynard, you abuſe me ; fo2 here is no- 
thing: then replied J, Uncle, they are further; and it pou will 
have then, you muſt adventure fog them: thoſe which uſed to 
fit there, 4 my ſelf had long ſince; at this the Wolf going a 
little larther J gave him a puſh fozward , ſo that he fell vown 
into the houſe,aiid his fall was ſo great, and made ſuch a noife, 
that they which were aſleep in the houſe, awaked, and cried. 
that ſointzing was fallen down at the trap⸗dooꝛ; whereupon 
they aroſe, end lighted a candle, eſpying him, they beat and 
wou:15ed him to death. Thus J bꝛought the Molt to wa y 
hazards ol his life, moze then A can no either remember oz 


reckon, which as they tome to my minde, J will rec eal to you 


herenkter. A have alſo grievouſſy cffented againſt Dame Ac ie- 
winde his Wife of which J muſt repent me koꝛ it was highly 
to her dichondur. Uncle ſato Grimbart, I underftand you not, 


vou make your ſhzift unper fed; foꝛ vou ſay pou have offended, 


bat detlare not in what. Pardon me, Nephew, J know vou 
hate to hear di.tonour of Women: the truth is, J have lajen 
with her: Thus have A told you my wickedneſſe. now oꝛder 
my penance as ſhal ſeem fit ia your diſctetion. G imbart was 
both learned and wiſe, and th:refo:e brake a ro) from a tree, 
and fatd, Nephew, You ſhall thice times ſtrike your bodie 
with this rod, and then lay it dolru upon the crou md, and 
ſpꝛing thꝛee times over it without bob ing of pour leggs, oz 
Sumbling:then ſhall you tate it up, and Fife it geit y, in ſien 
of meekneſs and obediente to pour penance : which don e, you 
are abſol ved of pour fins committed to this day, fo? J pꝛo⸗ 
nounceunto pou clear remiſſion, At this the For was excce- 


ding glad, and then Grimbart ſaid unto him; Dee that hencc- 
fo;th 
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fozth Uncle you Bo good works, read pour Pfalter, go te 
Church, faſt rigils, keep hop days, gixe almes, ans leave 
pour ſintull and evill life, your theft and pour treafon,and t hen 
no doubt pou ſhall attain mercy, The Fox pzomiſed to per⸗ 
tome all this, and ſo they went together t»waros the Court, 
but alittle beſides the wap as they went, ſt > a religious houl 
of Nunnes, where many Geeſe, Penns and Cap ons went 
without the wal.: and as they went talking the Fox led Grim⸗ 
bert out of his right w ey to that place, and finding the Pullatu 
walki ag without the Barn, amongſt which was a fat ycu ig 
Capon, which ſtrapes alittle from his fellows: et which he 
ſuddainip leapt and caught him by the feathers wich flew 
about his ears ; but the Capon eſcaped : which GCrimbe: © f#e- 
ing, ſaio, Accurſed mam what will pe do, will pou fog a ſilly 
Pullet fall again into all pour ſinns > miſcheffe it ſclf would 
not do it: to which Reynard anſwered Pardon me dear.Ne- 
phew, J had fo2gotten my ſelt, but J will ak fozgt eneſs, 
and mine epe ſhall no moze wander: and then they tured over 


of Reynard the Fox, 


a little Bꝛidge: but the Fox ſtill glanced his eie towards the 
Pulien, and could by no means refrain it; foz the ill that 
was bꝛed in his bones, ſtill tuck to his flech, and his minde car⸗ 
rie2 his cies that way as long as he could ſee them: which the 
Bꝛock noting, ſaid, Fe, diſſemb.ing Couſin, wi wander 
. your eyes ſo after the Bullen? The Fox replied; Rephew, 
you do ine injury ſo to miſtake me, fo mine eies wanozed 
not, but J was ſaying a Pater Nutter fo; the ſouls of all the 
Pu len and Geeſe which J have ſlain and betrated, in which 
devotion pou hindzed me, Well, ſatd Grimbart, it map be ſo, 
but your glances are ſuſpicious, Now by this time they wers 
come into the wap again, and made haſte towards the Court, 
which as ſoon as the Fox ſaw, his heart quaked fo2 fear: fo 
he knew well the crimes he was to anſwer, foz they were in⸗ 


* finite and hainous, 


CHAP. 10. 


How the Fox came to the Court, and how hee 
excuſed himſelf, 


S ſoon as it was bꝛuited in the Court, that Reynard the 

Fox, and Grimbart his kinſman were arrived there, everp 
one from the higheſt to the loweft, pꝛepared himſelt to com⸗ 
plain of the Fox:at which Reynards heart quaked but his coun⸗ 
tenance kept the old garb, and he went as pꝛoudly as ever he 
was wont with his Hephew thongh the ſtræt, and came 
as gallantly into the Court, as it he had been the Kings ſon, 
and as clear from treſpaſſe, as the moſt innocent whatſoevdr: 
and when he came befo2e the chair of State in which the King 
ſate, he ſaid. Heaven give your majcftte gloꝛie and renown a- 
bove all the P3inces of the earth: aſlure pour Highneſs there 
was never Ring hay a truer ſervant then my ſoli have been 
to pon, and yet am, and ſo will die: evertheleſſe ( my dꝛead 
1035) J know there be many ja this Court that ſeek my 
confuſion, if they could win belief in your Pajeftie ; but 


vou ſc02n the anders of malice, and although in theſe 
daieg 
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In the Foxes: 

appearing at 

the Court is 

ſhewed, that 

when a male- 

factor is 

broughtbefore. 

the Juſiice, dapes flatterers have the moſt rooms in Mꝛinces Courts, pet 
chat then is the ith pou it is not ſs, noꝛ ſhall thep reap any thing but ſhame 


— foꝛ their labour. But the King cut him ſhoꝛt at theſe woꝛda, 
bin injure i, to and ſafd, Peace trait erous Reynard, I know your dilli mula⸗ 
utter their tion, and can expound pour flatterte, but both ſhal! now fail 
complaints, pou: think von J can be caught with the muſick of pour 


wozds? 


Of Reynard the F ox. 


woꝛds no tt bath too oftendecciv'd me: the Peace which tom⸗ — — 
mamed and ſwoze unto, that have you bzoken. And as hee — 
ul have gone foz ward, Chaunticltere crying out, O how in che Lion is 
have I loft this noble Peace ? Be fl Chauticleere ( (atd the expreſt the 
King ) and then he pzoceeded, Thou Devil among good ones, lawfulnefſe of 
with what face canſt thou ſoythou loveſt me, and ſeeſt all thole — _ 10 
wꝛetched creatures rcadie to diſpzove tis e, whole very wounds ic to every of- 
pct ſpit bloodfe def ante upon thee : and foz which beltove thy fender, elf eci- 
dearcft life ſhall anſwer, In nomine Patric, &c. laid the Fox, ally ſuch as, 
Py dꝛead Loꝛd, it Bruins crown be bloedic. what is that to me: woo 
If pour Pajeſtte tmplotcd him in a meſſage, and he weuld wahia has 
neglec it to ſteai Honie at the Carpenters houle, where he re: The Foxes 
geived his wounds, how thail J amend it: It revenge he ſought, bold bchavi- 
why did he not take it himſeif> he is ſtrong and puiſſant, it o — 
was not foz to be lookt fo2 at my wickedneſs, As loꝛ I iberr the n 
Cat( whom J received with all frienvſhtp if he againſt my will „hen they we 
02 advice, will ſteal into the Pꝛieſts Barn to catch Pice, and called in que 
there loſe his eies, nap his lite, wherein is mine offence> oz how ſtion, — 
become J their guardian? O my d2ead Le2d, vou map doe — 
your royal l pleature, and how erer mine tnnocence plead, yet and by railing 
pour will map adju>g me to whet death contents you: J am againſitheir 
your vaſſaile, and hate no ſuppozt but your mercy : J know adverſaries,do 
pour ſtrength and mine owie weakneſſe , and that mp death — tra" 
can peeld you but ſmall ſatisfaction, pet whatſoever your will — — 
is, that to me ſhall be mcft acceptable. And as le thus ſpake, oftences, but 
Belliu the Ram ſtept fozth,and his Ewe⸗aume Oteway and be truth aud Ju- 
ſonght the Bing to heare t heit complaint , with them 8ruine ſüce est 
the Bear, and all his mighty linage : And Tibet the Cat, lie- * 
grim the Wolke, Kyward the Hare, and Panther the Boge, the 

Cammel and Bruel the Gooſe, the Kid and the Colt, Bauld- 

win the Alle, Borce) the Bul, and Hamel! the Ox, the Mcelel, 

Chantec eere the Cock, and Pattlet with all her childzen. All 

theſe with one entire noyſe cried out againſt the Fox , and ſo 

moved the king with their complaints, that the For was ta⸗ 

ken and arrefted, 


F 2 CHAP, 11. 
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The Pleaſant Hiſtory 


CHUA TT th 
How the F::x was Arreſted and judged to death 


U PON this Arreſt a Parliament was called, and every 
voice went that Rey ard ſhould be executed: notwith⸗ 
ſtanding he anſwered every objection ſeverally, though great 
Art was uſed both in one and the other; to the wonderfull 
admiration of all that heard him: But witneſles examined, and 
every pꝛoole made pꝛegnant, the For was condemnod x judges 
ment was git en that he (Would be hanged till his bodie were 
dead. At which ſentence the Fox caſt down his head, foꝛ all 
bis Jollity was loſt, and no flattery noz no woꝛds now pꝛe⸗ 
vailed This done, Grimbari his Nephew, and divers others 
necr him in blood ( which could not indure to ſce him die) tok 
their leave of the Ning © departed kzom the Court. Uhen the 
Ring roted what gallant young Gentlemen departed thence, 
all ſad and wreping, being neer of the Foxes blood and alliance, 
he ſai n to himſelte, It behoveth us to take good and mature 
counſel ; though Reynard have ſome faults, pet he hath many 
kriends, and mo2e vertues. As the Kfng was thus thinking, the 
Cat ſaid to the Beare: Sir Bruine, and pou Sir Iſegrim, Mh 
are you low in this Execution > the Even is almoſt come, and 
here be mar p buſhes and hedges, if he eſcape and quit himſel te 
of this danger, his ſubtiltie is ſo great, that not all the Art in 
the Wold ſhal erer again intangle him: It you mean to exe⸗ 
cute him, then p2oceed, fo2 befoze the Gallowes can he made, it 
will be darke night. At theſe woꝛds Iſegrim remembzing him⸗ 
ſelfe, ſaid, There is a paire of Gallowes neere at hand (and 
with that fetch'd a deep ſigh ) which the Cat noting, ſafd : Are 
pcu afraid fir Iſeg rim, 02 is this execution agatuſt pour mind 
you may remember it was onely his wozke, that both your 
bzeth2en were hanged: and ſure had you Judgment, vou 
would thanke him fo2 the ſame , and not thus ſtand trifiing 
time. But Iſegrim, halt anę rie anſwered, Your anger puts cut 


tho eye of pour reaſon, yet had we a halter that would fit = 
neck, 


of Reynard the Fox. 


neck, we would ſoon 2iſp:tch him. Reynard that had been 
filent a great while, ſaid. J beſeeci yon ſhorten my pain; Sir 
— — 


ä— — N * Ns i 


Tibert hath a Cod ſtrong enough, in which himſclf was 
bang'd at the Pꝛieſts houſe, when he bit off the Pꝛieſts gents 
to2s,beſives he can climb well and ſwift: O let him - mine 

; retu - 
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T he Pleaſant Hiſtory 


The Meral. Executioner, for it neither becometh Iſcgrim noz Brui..c thus 
By the vio. to doe to their Nephew: Jam ſozry Jlive to ſee ft, E ut ſince 
leace of the pou are ſct to be my hangmen, play your parts, and delay not: 
Bear, the goe befo2e Bruine, ànd lcad mp waie; follow Iiegrim, and be- 
Wolf and the ware J eſcape not: you ſaie well ſaid Bruine, and it is the beſt 
— — counſel J hace heard you give. Do foꝛth they went, end lie- 
ing ng ne grim and all his friends guarded the Foc, leading him by the 


deach, and ma- ET. 


kingthemſelvs Leck, and other parts of his bodies when the Fox felt this 
execntioners, uſage, he was diſimaied, yet ſaid: O who do pou put pour ſelves 
is ſhewed the (mp beſt kinſemen ) to this pain, to do me hurt? beleere it A 


—— could well ask you foꝛgivenc ſle, though mp paines be plca- 


Cons againſt lànt unto pom pet weil J know, did mp Aunt your wife under. 


their enemies, ſtand of my trouble, ſhe would foꝛ old affenion ſake not ſce me 
and ſuch from t yyg toꝛmented. But J am ſubject to your will, and can endure 


whom ce). 4 Pour Wozſt malice: as foz Bruine and Tyberr, J leave my 
milchici, in łevenge to juſtice, and with pou the reward of Traitozs, if 


which they pou do not to me the woꝛſt of your powers: J know my worſt 
will many fo2tune,and deatb can tome but once unto me; J wich it were 
3 . paſt already, fo2 to me it is no terroꝛ: J ſaw mp Father die, 
_ — and how quickly he raniſhed, thereloze the worſt of death is 
theicrcveges, familiar unto me, Then ſaid Iſcgrim, let us go, foꝛ his curſe 
ſo blind is ſhall not light on me by delaping: So he on one ſide and Bruine 
wrath,and on the other, led the pooz For to the callows ; I ybert rune 
delormeceit fing befo2e with the halter, voper to he rerenged of his wzong 
— cloz- foʒ merly reccired, When they were come to the place of Exc⸗ 
thed there · cution, the King and Queen, and all the reſt of the Nobilitte, 
with. took their place to ſee the Fox die, Then Reynacd full of ſoꝛ⸗ 
—_ ang row, and bulily bethinking htmſelf how he might eſcape that 
—— danger and how to inthꝛal and diſgrace his pꝛoud enemies, and 
ſhewes, that alſo how to dꝛaw the Ming on his partie, ſaytag to himſelf, 
when men are Though the King am any others be off ended with me, as they 
— ename habe reaſon, fo2 J have thzoughly deſerved it, nevertheleſſe yet 
— — of all I hope to live to be theit beſt friend. During this meditation 
their viccues, the Wolk ſafd; Hir Bruine, now remember your injuries, 
eſpecially take pour revenge in a full meaſure. fo2 the day is come wee 
meeknefle. wicht fo2;Tiberr,aſcend quickly and b2ing t he rope to the Gal- 
lows,makinga running no, ſoz this day you ſhall have _ 


Of Reynard the Fox, 


well of pour enemis : and good ſir Bruine take heed he eſcape 
not, whilſt I my ſelfe raiſe up the Ladder, When all things 


were pzepared, the For ſaid, Now may my heart be heavie,fo2 mens nature,, 
Death ſtands now in all his hozroz befoze me, and J cannot and dae 
eſcape:my dzead Lozd the King,and you my Sovereign Lady ſor th er 


the Queen, and you my Loꝛds that ſtand to behold to ſee me 
die, J beſtech you grant me this charitable Boon; that J may 


unlock my heart Lefoze pou, and clear my ſoul of her burthens, miſchiefe. 


ſo that hereafter no man may be blamed foꝛ me ? which done, 
my death will be caſe, and the aſſiſtance of your pꝛaiers will 
raiſe my ſoul to heaven. 


CHAP. 12. 
Now Reynard made his Conteſlion before the King. 


Eu creature now took compalffon on the Fox, and 
ſatd his reg ueſt was ſmall, heſec hing the King to grant 
it: which was done, And then the For thus ſpake : Help 
me,Þearen:fo2 Jſee no man here whom J have not offended: 
pet was this evil no natural inc nation f1 me, foz in my 
Pouth J was accounted as virtuous as any bzeathing : this 
know, J have plaid with the Lambs all the day long, and tock 
delight in their pzcttie bleating, yet at laſt in my plaie I bit 
one, and the taſte of the Blood was ſo ſweet.that ſince A could 
never fozbear it; This liq uoziſh humoz dꝛew me into the 
Woods amongſt the Goats, where hearing the bleating of 
the little Rios, I flew one of them, and after, two moze,which 
laughter made meſo hardie that then J fell to murther Hens, 
Geeſe, and other Pullen, And thus my crimes increaſed by 
cuſtom, and furte ſo poſſeſt mee, that all was fiſh which 
came to my net After this in (the Winter ſeaſon) A met with 
Iſegrim whereas he lay hid under a hollow tree, and he untol⸗ 
ded unto me how he was my Uncle, and laid the Pedegree 
down ſo plain, that from that day kezth we became kel⸗ 
lows and compartons : Which knot of friendil ip JI map 
eber curſe,fo; then began the flood of our thetts and * 
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The plea ſant Hiſtory 


bee ſtole the grat things, I the ſmall ; he murthered Nobles,J 
the meaneft Subjeas: and in all our actions his Mare ſtill 


% — 
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was ever the greateſt : when he got a Nam, a Calf, oz 
Wether, his furie would haroly affozv me the hoꝛns to pick 
on: nay when he had an Ore, oz à Cow, alter n 
| e, 


Mt... 
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of Reyxard the F ox. 


wife and his ſeven childzen were ſerved, nothing remained 
to me but the bare bones to pick on. This It peak not in that 
J wanted ( fo it is well known I have moꝛe plate, Jewels, 
and coine, t hen twenty Carts are able to carry ) but onely to 
(ew his ingratitude. When the Ming heard him ſpeak of 
this infinite tresſure and riches, his heart grew igtlamed 

with a defire thereof : and he ſat2 Rey nard, where ia that treas 
ſare you ſpeak ok? The For anſwered,Py L 02d, J all wil⸗ 
lingly tell pou, fo? it is true, the wealth was ſtolne, and hay 
it not been ſtolne in that manner as it was, it had coſt your 
Pighneſſe pour life ( which heavens J beſeech keep ever in 
their p2otection), When the Nun heard that dangerous 
ſpeech, ſhe ſtarted, and lato; What dan gers are theſe you ſpeck 
of, Reynard? J do command you upon your ſouls health, to 
unfold theſe doubtfull ſp&ches, and to keep nothing concealed 
which concernes the life of my dzcad Lozd. The Fox with a 
ſozrowfull and ſad countenance replied to the Queen, O mp 
dzead Doveraſon La>p, at what iafinite eaſe were J, it A 
might die at this pꝛeſent⸗ but gracious Padam, your con-. 
jur. tion and the health ol mine own ſoul fo p2evatieth with 
me, that J will diſcharge my conſctence, amd pet ſpeak no- 
thing but what J wil make good with the he ird ot my dam⸗ 
nation. Tis true, the Ming ſhould have ben piteoullp 
murdꝛed by his own people, and J maſt confeſſgby thoſe of 
my deareſt kindꝛed whom Jam unwilling to accuſe, did not 
the health ol mine own ſoul, and the-fealty to the Bing com⸗ 
mand the contrary: The King much ferptert at this diſco⸗ 
vcry, ſatsꝛ Is this true Rey natd, which von pꝛeteſt the Fox 
anſw:rcv, Alas, my dꝛead Lo, pou lee the raſe whcrein 3 
fan), and how (mal! a ſand is left in my pooz maſſe to run: 
Can your Pajeſty imagine J will row diſemble > uhrt can 
the whole woꝛld avail me, when my ſou] periſheth? and at 
that he trembled and look d lo pitiſullp, that the Auen ha) 
great compaſſion of him, cn tamb'p becought the Bt .ic fo 
the ſaicty of his own Royail pirſon to take ſome pity of the 
Fox. and to command all his ſubjects to hold their peace, and 
kep lent till he hadſpoke the — ol pr ng" 


The pleaſant Hiftory 
The al. al was pzofently done, and the Fox pzoceeved in this 
. _— — it is the pleaſure of mp ſobcteign Lord the 
By the Foxes Ming, and that his ropal lite lieth in the baſlance with my 
confeſſion and 7 | 
aceuſarion of Pꝛeſent death, 2 will freely and bol diy unfold this capifal and 
© his enemies, foul treaſon , and in the relation not ſpars any guflty perſon 
is expreſſed a f; any refp2> whatſoever 5 whether it be blod, greatneſſe, oz. 
three fold authozttie: Bnov then, mp dꝛead ſovercign YL 02d the King, 


Fon Ft 5, tönt my father. by a Braage accident, digging inthe gronnd, | 


his voluntary kouad out lit \Ermericks:trealure ; being a mate trifintte. 
conſe(ſion of and — 5 of which being poet, he grew ſo you? ad 
is faults, is haughtie: that he held in (con all the Beaſts of the Wiivets 
Mewcd f n, nete, which beleze had boen kioſmen and compagiions at 
lane, and the lact he canſed Typert the Cat to. go into the vaſſe Foꝛeſt of 


little hope he Arden to Brune the Bear, ad to tender to him his hon 1 


kad of liſc, and fealtie;aying. At it womi> pleaſe hitw-to be King,he th6 
dag ina che come into Fladaders, whore be would i» 5 © of this 
weak adcure of to ſet th: Crown upon his head. Bruin | glad of ; bs = 


the Queen, baſfage (to; he was exceeding ambitious and had long thir⸗ 


being a wo- ſte» for fovereignty ) and thereupon came inte F laundert, 
man, and ſu b- * abr Loew, him nobly, Then pzofezitly he, 


ſent fo; his wife Grimba t my Nephew, and fo Liegrim the 


7Uoif, and ſog Tybrer the Cat: then thele five. coming bc. 

wards him. twen Gau and the village called Elke, they held a ſelemne 
2. The accu Countii fob the pace of u whole night:in which by the afl(- 
fng of rhole Kante of the Divel, and the ſtrong confivence of my fathers: 
—— moſt kiches, it wu there toneluded, that yaur Majeſtte ould ber 
alluredly ro foꝛthwitij murthered z which to effect, they too a folemn oath 
love, was2 in this manner: The Bear, Father, Grimbart, and the 
means to dla Cat, laping their hands on Kegrims Crown, ſwsze firſt to 
_—_— chat make Bruine their Bing, « to place him in the Chair of Eſtate 
_— at Acon, anv to fet the Imperial Diadem on his head: and 


rt life if by any of your Pajeſttes bled and alliance they ſhould bit 


of the King, gair-ſaſed, that then my Father with his treaſure ſhould htre- 


and making thoſe which ſhould utterly chafe and rat them out of the Foz- 
ON =p _ after this determination hold and finfl ed, it hay- 
way 10 af. ned that mp Nephew &rcimvgee being on a time hig flow 
ligne with wine, he diſcovered this damnable plot to dame = 
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Of Rezwerd the Fox, 
pard his wife, commanaed her wparrher life to kep leoretthoQueen, ati; æ 
ſame ; but ſhe fo: getfall of her c hatge, viſcloſed — of the | 
tomy wife, as they went a Pilgrimage over an Heath, with renderneffe ol 
like conjuratfon of fecreĩe: dt che (women Ane confaitied ai e 
it no longer then till ſhe met with me, and gave me a ful knowemics re) N 
ledge of all that paſſe2; yet ſo, as by all meanes J muſt ker p diſgiace and 
it ſecret to: to the had Cwozn by the thzee Bings of Cullen ſcanda, vhee 


never todifcloſe tt: and wit hall, ſhe gave me fuch alltmance in me Kor 


by certain tokens, that J right weill fcund all was ſhcweth, iar. 
ſhe had ſpoken, taſomuch, that the very —— | 
my hair and upright and my heart became like Lead, cold have any un- 
and heavy in my boſome, which made me call to mind the ſte⸗ uch believed: 
ry of the Frogs, who being free without Tabjecion, com- g. = _ hi 
plained to ſupiter and deſired they might have a Ring to rule opinion with 
and govern over them, and he pꝛeſentiy ſert them a Stozk,pity, then ger 
which eat amd detonred them up: ſothat by his tyranny they belief and an- 
became the moſt mite rable of all creatures; then they com. 2c bis 
plained again to ſupicer lo; red2efſe,butit was then too late fon alen 
they that eould not be content with their frevom, maſt now hach 2 vil 
of — — * — P — — 
us J teared aht tappen with as, and „bis eares as the 
towed foz your Pajelty, although pou little — 2 pou 
ting: A know that ambition of the Bear, and his tpranny is cewpred by 
fo great; that ſhoulo tis Government come into his hanyg, Hole he loves, 
(as heaven toi) the whole Commo:t-wealth will be vc, # the Lycn 
kroped : Belides, J know pour Pajeftic of fo royall end gr lg 
Pꝛinceiy birth: ſo mighty, fo gracious, and ſo merctfin! tears en coves 
it had been a vamnable exchance, to have ſeen a ratenaus wnſneſo, ia 
Beax to ſit in the thꝛone of aropall Lyon foz there ts in the defring chat 
Bar, and in his gereration, moze 2odiga:1 looſnefſe and ta- vie trer- 


conftanete, then in vp Bratt whatſoevcr, But to pyoceed, 1 


tom this ſozrow, J began to mcditate how A might undo mpis nothing 


Fathers fa ſe and wicked conſpiracies, who ſought tob2ing a dw a wan 


-baſe Tralloꝛ aud a flate into the tone Empertall: fo2 J well ener to the 


hc'iefof ur- 


iet dee zem tte tear, there was a 5 
(lity-of depoling your Pazeliy, and vhs trouhi ed my We 

Maboeurcs hb A might um ot hit 2 man 

G2 | mp fires, that 
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his cwn defire mp Fathers Treaſure was hid, and to that end A watcht am 
— ke attended night and vay in the Woods, in the Buſhes, and in 
where lu 35208 3. »: 

— is 3 — „ — — — Anus | 
there common - 4: 
I the wicked 

eſeape ſrom 

puniſhment, 

as here is fell 
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the open fields: nay, in an places wherefoever my father laid 

his eyes, there was Never watching and attending. Now it 

bapened on a time as J was laid down flat on the * 2˙4 
"= aw, 


id 
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of Reynard the Fox. 
ſaw my father come running out of a hole, and as ſoon as he. 
was come out, he gazed round about him, to ſee it any diſco« 
dered him; then ſecing the coaſt clear, he topped the halt 
with ſand; and made it ſo even, ſmooth and plain, that no; 
curious c pe could diſcerne a difference betwict it and the other 
earth: and where the pꝛint of his fat remained, that with his 
tail he ſtroked oer; a d with his mouth lo ſmoothed it that no 
man might perceive it: and indeed that and many other ſub⸗ 
tilties, J learned ot him there at that inſtant: when he had thu 
finiſbed away he went towards the tillage about his pꝛirat 
affaires: then went J pꝛeſentip towaras the hole, and not⸗ 
withſtanding all his ſubttltie, J quickly found it out, then en- 
tre3 I the Cave, where J found that innumerable quantity 
of treaſure, which cannot be expreſſed: which found, J took 
Ermelin my wife to help me, and wee ceaſt not dap no? night, 
with infinite great toyle and labour, to carry and convey away 
this treaſure to another place, much moze conventent fo2 us, 
where we laid it ſafefrom the ſearch of any creature. Now 
during the time that my wife and J were thus fmployed, my 
father was in conſultation with the reſt of the traptoꝛs about 
the death ol the Ming: in which conſaltation it mes conclits 
ded, that Iſegrim the Wolf ſhould travaile over an the Kings 
dome, and pꝛomiſe to all Beaſts that would take wages, and 
acknowledge Bruine- foz their ſoveraigne, and defend his ti⸗ 
tle, a full peares pp befozchan>, And in this journep my Aa. 
ther accompanied him carrping letters Patents ſigged to that 
purpoſe little ſuſpeding t hat h2 was rob'd of the wealth which 
ſhould ſuppite his treaſon: When this negottation was fini⸗ 
ſhed bet wern Elve and Soa me, and a wozld of valiant ſou!df- 
ers raiſed againſt t he begining of the next ſpꝛing: then they re⸗ 
turned to B uiae and his conſozts, to whom thep declared the 
many perills they had eſcaped in the Dukedome of Saxony: 
where they were purſued by Buntlmen and Bounds, ſo os 
they hardly eſcaped with life : after this relation t hey ſhewed 
Erajne the muſter · rolls, which pleaſed him excceding much, 
fo there wes of liegtims lineage. atont twelte hund zed 


ſwoꝛne to the actions, nr the Beares own. linde. 
3 che 


The Pleaſant Hiſtory 
the Foxes, the Cats, and the Daſſens, all which would be in 
rg; upon an hours warning. All this A found out (1 
tte Beaten) by perfect intel e: now things. being 
bought to this perfedion;, my father went to his Cate of trea- 
ſure; but when he kound ft open, ſpot!'d end ranſacht, it is 
not in me to expʒe ce the i: finite agory end fozrow he tell in⸗ 
to, that grief converting to madneſſe, ard mavneſſe to de- 
OY ; ſaddainly he went to the next tre aud hanged him⸗ 
Thus by my Art one:y was the Treaſon of Bryjne defeat⸗ 
ed, foz which Ino ſuffer ; from hence ſpzang all migfoze 
tune as thus: Theſe koule traytozs Bruine and Iſegrim, be; 
ing el the Kings pꝛivateſt Counſell, and Gtting in high and 
great Authoꝛity, tread upon me pooꝛ Reynard, und wozk my 
diſgrace : notwithſkanding fe2 your Pajetties ſake, J have 
loſt my naturall Father, O my vzead Lo2d! what is he, oz 
who can tender you a better affeaton, thus to lofe himlelt 
to ſave yon > The King and Quckn having great hope te get 
this ineffimable treaſure from Reynard, take him from the 
Glbbet, and fntreated him to unfoly where this great trec« 
ſure was, But the Fox replied, O mp Lo2v, hall A make 
mine enemies mp heirs > Wall theſe Trayptozs which. take 
awap my life, and would deboyr yours, be poſſeff of the c ood 
I injoy? No that's a maaneſs Ie nevcr dye guilty of. Then 
ſafd the Nugy, fear not Reynard, the King ſhall ſate your 
life, and grant you pardon, and you hal! hencetozth ſwear 
Faith and true Allegeance to his Pajeſty, The Fox atts 
Twered : Deareſt Padam ff the Bing out of his Royall na- 
tare will give credit to my truth and fo2otve my fozmer ocken⸗ 
ces ; there was never King fo rich ag J will make nm. Then 
the King ſtaying the Queen, ſald: Pavam, will you believe the 
Fox = know you not that it is his naturall quality td lpe ſteal, 
and deceive? The Quen anſwered, Py dear Lo2d, now 
you map boldly believe him, foz howloever in his p2oſpertty 
he wasfull of erto2g, yet nom vou may ſee he is changed > why 
he ſpareth not to accuſe is own father, nay Gcimbacd his 
deareſt Nephew and kinfmay ; hav he vifſembled, he _ 
ate 


of Reynard the Fox. 

have latd his fmputations on other Beaſts,” md not on thofs 
he lovet h moft intireiy. Well Pavam (ſatatheKing) you 
ſhall at this time rule me, and all the offenses of the For 1 
will clearly pardon : pet with this P2oteſtation, That if ever 
anattr he offend in the ſmalieft crime whatſoever, that not 
onely himſelf, but his whole generation J will atterly rot 
out of my Dominions. The Fox looked ſadly when the 
King ſpake thus (but was in wardly moſt infinitely. glad af 
his heart, and ſaid, Py dꝛead ond, ft were a huge ſhame in 
me, chonld I peak any untruths in this great pꝛeſence. 
Then the Bing taking a ffraw from the ground, Parvoned 
the Fox of al! his trefpieſſes w ich either he; 62 his Father 
hav ever commetteo :-Ifthe For now began toſnifle, ft was 
rw wonver, the wetneſte otlite requires it: yet he lei down 
beldꝛe the Aing and Gute n and hitmbly thanked them loz thett 
— pꝛoteſting that fo; that tavoat de Wonly make them 
theritheſt Pztnces fa the world. And at theſe wends the 
Fox took up a ftraw, and pzofered ft unto the King; and (af > 
to him; y dꝛead L03Þ, 3 beſeech your Pajeftie to receive this 
Vlevg as a ſutrendet unto your Pajeſtie ot ali the, Troafeee 
that the great King Ermerick was mafter of, with which 1 
freeſy infeoffe you ont ot my meer voluntary and ſteæ motfon, 
At theſe woꝛds the King received the raw, and ſmilfug, 
gate the Fox great thanks foz the ſame, But the Fox. 
laughed oat-right to tytak ot the abnie, From that day fo), 
ward no mans roumtei pꝛevatled werd the King ad the Foros; 
which the Fox freeing, fat to the King + Þy gracious 
cd! you ſhall underttand, that at the TUcTt»ſibe ol Flanders 
there ſtandeth a Mood called Huſterloe, near which run⸗ 
neth a River named Creken pit thts is a Wilderneſſe fo bafte, 
and un palable, that hard?p in all the peat there cometh either 
man 02 woman in the lame. In i F have Hiv this Trea- 
ſitre, whtther J would Have pour Pajeſtte and the Naeen 
to go, koꝛ Jktrow none but pour fetves whom Jvaretraft in 
fo great a deſign: and when your Vfohriefs s thithcr, 
vou hall five two Birchin trees growing bp the pit, into 
which you chall enter, and there pdu ral finve the —_— . 

t 


The pleaſant Hiſtorie 
which conũſteth of the Coine, rich Jewels, and the wealthy 
Crown which King Ecmerick woze, With which Crown 
Brune the Bear ſhould have been Crownes, if his trca- 
ſon had ſucceeded acco2ding to his determination: there ſhall 
you ſe elſo many rich and coſtly pecious ſtones, of which 
when you are poſleſt, then remember the love ot pour ſervant 
Reynard. The King anſwered, Sir Reynard, you muſt pour 
lelt heip to digge foz this Treaſure, foz elſe J ſhall never 
finde it. J have heard named Paci, London, Acon, and Cul- 
len, but Crekenpi J never heard of: therefoze J fear you 
diſſemble. The Fox bluſhed at thoſe wozvs, yet wit h a bold 
countenar.ce he ſatd : is pour Pajeſty ſo doubtfull of my 
faſth ⸗ nay then I vi.l appzove my wozds by publique teſti⸗ 
mony: and with that he called fozth Kayward the Hare, (rom 
amonęſt thercſt of the Beasts, and commander him to come 
bel oꝛe the Ning, charging him upon his Faith and Allegiance 
which he boze tothe King and Queen, to anſwer truly to ſuch 
gucſtions as he ſhould ask him. The Hare anſwerev, J wil 
ſpeak truth in all things, though J were ſure to dye foz 
the lame. Then the Fox ſatd: Know you not where Cic- 
k enpi1 ſtafiveths Yes ſaid the Hare, J have known it any 
time this dozen peares.it ſtandet h in a wood called Huliecloe, 
upon a veſt and wide Uilderneſſe, where J habe in ured 
much to ment both ol hunger and cold: Befoes, it was there 
where Father Simony the Frycr made falſe Coine, with 
which he ſuppozted himſeſfe and his fellows, Pet that was 
befoze J and Ring the Hound became companions, Mell ſaid 
the Fox, you have ſpoken ſufficiently; co to your plece 
again: ſo awap went the Mare, Then laid the Fox y 
ſoveraign 1 ezd the King, what ſap zen now to mp relation, 
am I wozthy of your beli fe oꝛ noꝛthe King ſaio, Ves Reynard, 
and I beſeech thee excuſe my Jealouſies, it was my igr 0zance 
which did thee evill: therekoze fo2thwith make pzeparation 
that we map go to the pit where this Treaſure lycth, The 
, Foranſwcred, Alas my Lozd,vo you imagine that J wen!d 
ſain go with you: It ft were ſo that J might go without 
pour diſhorour, which J cannot do; Foꝛ pou e 
| ; and 


of Reynard the Fox. 
fand,(.though it be mp diſgrace )that when Iſegrim the Wo:f 
in the Devills name, would needs grow religions an) turn a 
Monke: that then the permiſion of meat which was foz ſix 
Monks; was too little foz him atone, Whereupon he complain- 
ed ſopttifalip unto me, that J commiſerating his caſe, (being 
my kinſ man) gave him conſell to run away, which he diz: 
Uherenpon JI ſtand accurſed, and excommunfcated under the 
pes ſentence : and am determined tomozrow as ſon as the 
un ariſeth, to take my way towards Rome to be abſolved, 
and from Rome I intend to croile the Seas to the Yolp land; 
and woll never return again to my native Country: till A have 
done ſs much god, and ſatisfied foz my fins ; that J may with 
honour and reputation attend on your Vighnefſes perſon, The 
King hearing thie, (aid : Since pou ſtand accurſed in the cen: 
ſares of the Church, A map nat have pou about re, and there- 
foze J will at this time take Kayward the Hare, and ſome o⸗ 
thers with me to Crckenpit:amd onely command pon Reynard, 
as pou reſpect my favour, to clear your ſelf pf his Holineſſes 
curſe, Py Lo2d ( ſaid the Fox) it is the onely reaſon of my 
going to Rome, neither will A reſt night noz dap, till J have 
gotten a full abſolutton : the courſe pon take is good ( ſaid the 
ing) go on and pzofper in your intent and purpoſe, 


CHAP,13# 


How Reynard the Fox was honoured of all Beaſts by the 
Kings Commandment. 


A Þ ſoonas this confcrence was ended, the royall king 
: mounted upon his high Th:one made in manner of a 
ſcaffold, made of fair ſquare) Stone, and then com manded 
a generall ſilence amongſt all his Subjects and that every 
one ſhonld take his place accozding to hf» Birth, 02 dee mm 
Olktce, onely the For was places hetw*em the Un and"! he 

Nen, Then faiz the King: Pear alk von Noble men, 
ale Gentlemen, and others &f inkerteur (quality y: 
Tbis Reynard, one of the — Olflicers ot my 


benſhould, 


T he Pleaſant Hiſtory 
houſhould, whoſe offences had bzought him to the leaft reck* 
ning of his lite as being in the hands of the Law and Juſtice: 


% \ 
— 


- 
— 


bath this day in requitall of thoſe Injuries, done that Noble 
and wozthy.ſervico tothe tate, that both my ſelfe and my 
Nuen, ſtand bound to tender him out beft grace and favour, 

| Thexee- 


| If R | 
ra ee, the Fox. 
and eites , we have 225 — things * k 
therefoze pencefonth 4 co — 8 
— —— 5 — — 2 — 0 — was corlete 2 22. Ar 
Keynard hi 9 all reverence vou fat e pain F 4 
m renc Ino n Fox, yeu m 
ſoevcr oꝛ — cate his Wi many — this {qv when 
ks Pun not — your ſhall hop them 22 2 —— | 
de mins ea p one herea 3 hether 1 the * 
— —-— fter_be [ r by night, < per hand 
e y mo2 o audat ht, ef their 
gully of weg voing derte complaint of him ; 3 bis e 
. . catiy be t — ö which to > en will no Fate — ae 
koz = he Pope de wil h his journey tow the better, _— tothe world 
T his offences, a purchaſe a free ards Rume, w 03s the gteaneſſe 
— when Tifellr Nr Pilgrimage tothe —— whe the | 
„Ilegrim, and Tibe in the Rav o the Hol ce eſt, both to 
are your fezt ibert, and ſat en heard, he vland, auge theirs] 
theſe — unes changed ⸗ d Waetched' act to Bru- ——— 4 
1 the eynard is n n pou indu ow wuate thei 
ou are all hoe Farozite 8 Courtter, ne 2 bear eine, and 
tan eh none ge ey = 
0 | oY 0 1 . 
222 x. lg inanfvr es we 
Jour to the Kin 22 it, Then » Haber ) fo __ ; and ow race 
* ＋ with the 2 e Auk... e 1 
ns By \ that to purchaſe the Foxes f. A Are, 
Fields can with great maj into a ſecond he ettls re. ke 
bitter 22 beſoze th: _— and pris hazard. W „ 
Bing and fD aide trecin ut ne: aw in 
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I Dt ney Fox when Headed 
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the place wh alt. that they c d fury, and tr hich — = 
here they were — — —— — 

* K when the # 
: he For 


bad 


| The pleaſant Hiſtorie 
I By the Woll hid thus inthꝛalled and intangled them, he ſo labomed with 
I andebeBors the Nun, that be got leave to haus ſs much of the Bears 
Feed that Skit, as would make him a largy ®crip tos his Journey: 
when men | | 
complain in 
unſeaſonable 
times, they 
ever run them 
ſeſves into 
moſt apparent 
and grievous 
miſct.ichs, - 


* 


Which' granted, he wanted nothing but a ffrong pair of 
Sho's to defend His (ect ſrom the floncs in his A 
. eres 


of Reynard the Fox, 
Whereupon he laid to the Queen; Madam, I am your Wit 
; and if tt would pleaie your Majeſtie but to take it into 
ur conũderation, you ſhall find that Sir Iſegrim hath pair 
of excetient long laſting ones, which: would you vouchſace to 
beſtow upon me, would pa foz your Mae ſties ſoulin all mp 
travel, above my charitabls devotion, Alto mine Aunt, dame 
Arfcwinde, hath other two ſha's, which would pour Pajeftte 
beſtow upon me, J ſhould be molt infinitely bdand: to-pou, 
noꝛ ſhould pou do to her any wong, becauſe ſhe goes ſeldom 
abꝛoad. The Quien replied,Reynard, Jcannot perceive how 
pou can ant ſuch ſha g, fo; your journey is full ol labour and 
difficulty , both in reſpect of the monte mountains, and the 
gradelly waies, and therefoze pou ſhall have ( though it touch 
theirlite never fo nearly) from each of them a pair of ho s to 
accompliſh and finiſh pour journey, | 


CHAP. 14. 


How Iſegrim and his wiſe Arſewind. had their ſhoo's plucks 
off for Rd to wear to Name. 


A Fter the For han made this petition, Icgrim was ta- 
ken, and his ſho's pulled off in moſt cruet and vislent 
manner, ſo that all the veins and finews lay naked, no2 dirt 
the poo2 maſſacred Molt either complain 03 reſiſt, Atter ge 
had been thus teꝛmented, then dame Artcw ode his wiſe was 
uſed on the ſame manner on her hiader-feet , as her hushand 
was on his foze-feet : which the Fox ſing, ſaid to her in a 
ſcopnfil- manner: Dear Aunt, how much am J bound to 
you, that takes all this pains foꝛ my ſake 2 queſtionieNſ& you 
hall be a ſharer in my Pilgrimage, and take part in the varden 
I ſhall bzing from beyond the Deas by the heip of your . 
Then Arſewinde (though ſpeech” were troubleſome to her) 
ſato : Well Str Reynard, pou have your will accomplicht; 
yet heaven (J hope) will requite the mif-doer. This the ſaid, 
but her husband and the Bear lay mute, foz their wounds 
were griebous unto them: and 5 had the Cat been hers 
3 allo, 


The pleaſant Hiſtory 
The Moral, allo, he had not eſcap d ſome extreame puniſhment, The next 
1 mozning very early, Reynard cauſing his ſhoes to be wel oyled, 
— — Ir put them on, and made them as fit to his fœt, as they were to 
ot his skin, the Molvs, and then went to the King and Queen, and ſatd, 
| and the Wolf My Lord, and Lady, pour p ſubjea boweth himſelt betoze 

of his ſhoos, pgnr Majeſties, humbly b:ſceching your Pighnefſse, to vette 


is ſhewed, ver me mp male and my flatfe bleſt, accordingtothe cuſtome 


h the ma- 
— . dueauntoPilgrints- 


v.ngeſul ene- Y This ſat, the Bing ſent fo2 Bellin the Ramme, and com- 
my, that ne- munded him to ſay ſolemne Palle befoze the Fox, and to de⸗ 
* — his (fver him his ſtafte, and his male: but the Ramrefuſed, ſay- 
Cee ing, Pp 1.025, I dare rot, foz he hath confeſſed he is in the 
be wrerly rui- Popes curſe: andthe Bing laid, what of that; have not our 
f urrerly 
| ned,a5alſothe Poctoꝛs told us, that ff a man commit all the ſinnes in the 
indiſcretion of mold, yet if he repent himſeit, be ſhatvey, do penance, and 
an over-angry walke as the P2teſts ſhall fnftruc him, that ail ts clearely foz- 


— — given him⸗ and hath not Reynard done all this? then anſwer. 
give his wrogs ed Bellin, Sir, à am loath to meddle herein, pet it pour Pas 


a duantage, but jęſtie will bear me harmleſſe againſt the Biſhop of Pren c lor, 
uit ers his (my oꝛdinary) and againſt the Arch. deacon of L. oſ-· wind, and 


| ar Rapiamus his Ofkiciall, I will effec your commandment, At 


ger relief or this the Bing grew angry, and ſaid, Afcozne to be beholding 
remedy. By ynto pon: but when the Ram ſaw the King offenvey, her 
the cerem®- ſhook fep fear, ann tan pꝛeſently to the Altar; and ſung Paſs, 
— urge and uſed manyceremonies over the For, wha gabe littlte re⸗ 
the curiofiry ſpect unto them, moꝛe then the veſire he had to enjoy the ho⸗ 


ofthe Ran, is nout · Now when Bellin the Ram had fiiit.hed his Oztzons, 


he ſhewed, chat he pꝛeſently hu. g about Reyu aids neck his male, which was 


—— of in. made ol the Bears skin, and put into his right tut a Palmers 
where aucho- Tate: and thus being furniſhed of all things, he looked ſad⸗ 


whe h amy 
— — — bp: n the Ming, as ik he 'ha> been loath to depart; and 


er to eomand) fained to weep (though ſoꝛrow and he were never farther a⸗ 

for any man to funder) onely his wo2 lt gttet was, that all in that pꝛeſence 

deren puri- Were not in the lame tale that the Bear and the Wolf were, 

ranicall cerms pet he twk his leave of them, and deſired very one to p2ap loꝛ 

wich his ſupe* hi in, as he would pꝛay foz them: and then offering to depart, 

daher (les knowing his own knavery, be was very do lrous to be 
ne 1 5 


gone) 
* 


1 of Reynerd the Fox. 
gone.) The King laid, Sir Re | 
thus ſuddenly: then ſaid the N — ſozry we maſt Partreptehenfion © | 
302d, noz ought Jbe | o re is no remepp bur puniſh- " 
ing £ glow in ſo devout an actton, Then the 7" 
mow — leave, and commanded all that wert about him kipoetite,e 
1 1 he Beat and the Molt) fo attend Reynard ſome 2 4 
R journey. O he that had deen how gallant andyerſ — 
es was, and how well his ſtaffe andhis ma —— — 
eee 
| their miſ- 
the For carried himſelf — — = — —— 222 
oy he ſmiled at the abuſes he had — — — 7 
— — to ſee his enemies, now his * them, af ncht falſe 
4 n wꝛonged with falſe lies — 
res, did ac | 
they dad been his companions. But NE Ee ed aj mas 
_ e pour ſelf no further, but in reſpec of your caſ an 99 che Fox, is 
— that might happen to pour royall perſon, fo; — 
— — two capitall Traitozs, who if in — abſ — — — 
= A | — = at liberty, the danger were infinite which — 
— hereon, And this ſato, he (too) upon bi ht wer fu ve ; 
wouldb ntreated the beſts that wers in his compan any! oo how 
may e partakers of his pa don, that they would pꝛa nm beser 
whithvone, he departed from the Bing with a n 
= OE — . Then turning to Kay ward the Har yaurand comm 
bett friem he Ram, heſato wit ha t niling countenance:  renance,sever ® | 
elt friends, ſhall we part thus ſoon > AK O yo — PP enough to | 
pour converſations are agreable to my nature: — — 
— —＋ og courteous, religious, and full of —— _ 
if pou pave 21 Bs as my [elf was when A was firſt a Recluſe 
content — green leaves, oꝛ a little graue, you are well 
— th all the bꝛead and fiſh in the wozld, and yo 
— e and modeſt; and thus with a wozld of ſuch like ; 
g wozds, be inticed thel two, that they were content | 


to go along with him, 
| 
CHAP. 


The pleaſant Hiſtorie 


CHADP. 15. 


How Kaywerd the Hare was ſlain by Reynard the Fox, and ſent 


by the Ram to the King 


Þ US marched theſe thzee together, and when Reynard 
was com to the gates of his own houſe, he ſatd to Bellin 


- couſin, J will intreate you to flap here without a little, 


whil t J and Kayward go in: foz I would have him a witneſs 


ot ſome pʒtvate paſſages betwixt me and my wife, Bellin was 


well content, and ſo the Fox and the Hate went into Mallepars 
dus, where they fonnd dame Ermelin lying on the ground, with 
her younglins about her; who hav ſozrowed exceevingly foz 
the loſſe and danger of her husband: but when ſhe ſaw his re- 
turn, her joy was ten times doubled: But beholding his 
male, his tate, and his ſhowes, ſhee grew into great admi⸗ 


ratton, and ſaid, Dear husband, how habe you fred? to whom 


he delivered from point to point, all that had yaſev with him 
at the Kings Court; as well his danger, as releaſe, and that 
now he was to go a pilgrimage, having left Bruine and lie. 
grim to pledge fo; him till his returne: as foy Kay ward, he 
ſaid, the King had beſtowed him upon them, to do with him 
what they pleaſed, affirming, that Kay ward was the firſt that 


had complatney of him, foꝛ which qucſtionleſſe he vowed to 


de tharpip revenged. When Kay ward heard theſe wozds, he 
was mach appaled, and would fain have fled away, but he 
conld not: foz the Fox had got between him and the Gate, 
who pꝛelently ceazed the Hare by the neck: at which the Hare 
cried unto Bellin foʒ hel pe, bat could not be heard, foy t he Fox 
ina trice had toꝛn out his thzoat : which done, he, his wife 
and young ones feafted therewith merrtly, eating tho fleſh, 
and dꝛinking the blod to the Kings health. but Ermelin grow⸗ 
ing.ſuſpitious, ſatd, I fear, Reynard, pou mock me? as you 
love me, tell me how you fped at the Court. Then he told her 
how ertreamip he had flatttered the King and the Queen, and 
abuſed them with a fained pꝛomiſe ot treaſare, that was not, 
in ſo much, that he knew when it ſhould come to be 

the 


Of Reynard the Fox. 


the Ring would ferke all the meenes he could to deſtroy him. 
And therefoze Wife, ſe id he there is no remedie but we muſt 
geale from herte, into ſome other Fozeſt where we may 


tive in better ſafety, and in a place moꝛe fruitfull, where 
Wall have all the velitate meates t bat can be wicht — —— 
J Opzings, 


The Moral 


By the killing 
of the Hare, is 
ſhewed, that 
whereas men 
out of the 
lightneſſe and 
eaſineſſe of | 
their belief, 
do give credit 
to the entice- 
ments ef theit 
Advetſaries, or 
new reconci- 
led Friends, 
that everrore 
ſame inc vita- 
ble miſchief 
doth ſtill fol- 
low ſuch folly 
and improvi- 
dence - Alſo 
how ealily a 
malicious man 
can fndccauſe 
of quarrel with 
ſuch as ate too 
we ak ſor them, 
or as eye · ſctes 
ſtand berw: en 
them and ihe 
end ol their 


purpoſe“, Of 


are able tote 
veal and hin- 
der their pto- 
jects 

By the Rams 
Carrving the 
Hates head to 
the Lion, a 
raking upon 
him to iadite 
the Let ers, 


The pleaſant Hiſtory 


which he h Spꝛings, freſh Rivers, col ſhaves, and wholſom afre: here I 
nct; is diſco- know is no abiding: and now A have gotten my thumb out 
vere], mu e- gf the Kings mouth, J will no moꝛze come within the danger 
ver fach wie of his talo ns. Vet (ſaid Ermelin) J habe no fancy to gofrom 
— Senders hence, to a place where J am utterly unaequainted: here we 
qu. li ie do e Poſefſe all that we veſire, and pou are a Lo2d over all that 
ver carry their lives about vou, and it is but an indiſcreet hazara, to change 
own ſhane} 7, certaine god foz a hoped contentment : beſides, we are 
ant CP here ſafe enough, and thould the King beſiege us never ſo 
they look for ſtraightly, yet have we lo many paſſages and by-holes, that 
moſt h»nour he can neither cut from us reltefe,o2 liberty, O what reaſon 
or renown, yaye we then to flie beyond Seas > but you have ſworne it, 
rey Pt that's my vexation. Hay Dame (ſaid the Fox) grieve not 
— and at that: the moze foz\wopne, the leſſe fozlozne: Beſtoes 
diſgtace. J have heard ſome ſay, that a foꝛc't Oath is no O th, noꝛ do 
A make account that this pilarimage will not avati me a ruth. 
And therelo e Jem reſolved, and will not ſtart from hence, 
but follow thy counſell: Jf the King do hunt after me, 3 
will card my ſelfe as well as J am able, and againſt his 
Power apply my Policy: ſo that being fo2ced to open my 
kacke, let him not b.ame me if he catch hurt by his owne 
kurp. 
All this whiic ſod Bellin the Ram at the Gate, and grew 
ercteding angrp, both againſt the Fox and the Yare, that they 
made him waſte ſo long: and therefoze called out aload, 
foꝛ Reynard tocome away: Which when Reynard heard, 
he went fo2th, and ſaid ſoftly to the Ramme, God Reliin be 
not offended: Kyward is in earneſt conference with his dea⸗ 
reſt Aunt, and intreated me to ſay unto poa, that if von 
would be plea'ed te walke befoze, he would ſpeedily overtake 
pou, foz he is light of fot and ſpedier then you: noz will his 
Aunt part with him thus ſuddenly, fox ſhe and her childzen 
are much perplexed at my departure, J hut (quoth Bellin) me 
te ought J heard Kywara cry fo2 help, How „try fog h:lpe > 
can you imagine he ſhall receive hurt in my Boule far be 
ſuichk thought from vou: but J will tell you the reafon: af, 
foheas we Were come into mp houſe , and that a 
E 


r 


mba gaſh eo, ill 4A aw owe Ws . a _ __ 
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Wife underſtod of my pilgrimage, pzeſently (l,8 fell deine 
in a ſwone: which when Kyward ſaw, ho cried alouo: O 
Bellin come and help mp Aunt, ſhe dics,ſhe dies: then ſatd the 
Ram, Jn ſavneſſe J miſtok the cry, and thought the Pare had 
been fn danger. It was pour to much care of him, ſaid the 
Fox, but befoze he ſhould have any injury in mp houſe, J 
would leare to reſpec eit her Wife oꝛ Chilvzen. But letting 
tbis diſcourſe paſſe, you remember Bellin, that yefterdap the 
King and his Councell commanded me, that befoze J depar⸗ 
ted from the Land, J ſtou!d ſend unto him two Letters, which 
J have made ready, and will intreat you mp deareſt Couſin to 
bear them to hie Pajell ie. The Ram ant wered, J would wil⸗ 
lingly ds you the ſerrice, if there be nothing but hononrable 
matter contained in pour Letters:but Jam unpzovided of any 
thing to carry them in. The Fox ſatd, that is pot ided fog 
you already, foꝛ you ſhall have mp male, which pon may cons 
ventently hang about pour neck: J know they will be thank: 
fully retetved of his Pajeſtic, fo they contain matter of great 
impoꝛ tance, Then Bellin pꝛomiſed to ti. y them: Mo the Fox 
returned into the honſe, and toke the male, and put t herein 
the head of Ky ward, and bzought it to the Ram, and gave him 
a great charge not to loke therein, till it was p2cſented to the 
Ring, as he did expect the Kings favour : and that he might 
farther indeare himſelfe with his Majeſtic, he bade tho Ram 
take upon him the inviting of the Letters. which will be ſo 
picaſinc; to the King, that queſtionleſſe he will poure upon pou 
Many avons. | 
The Ram was exceeding glad of his advice, and thanked 
the F x, ſaying, that the favours he did him ſhould not die 
unrequited: end 5 know ft will be much to mine honour, 
when the King Wall thinke Jam able fo invite with ſo great 
perfegton: {02 A know tbere be many in theſe dates as igno⸗ 
rant as my ſeife, that are riſen to high pzomotion, oneip by 
taking upon them the worth of other mers Labours : And 
therefoze whp may not J run the ſame courſe aiſo> Pot J 
hay ou R-ynard farther adviſe me: is it meets that A taks 
Kyward the Pare along with me A D bp no meanes * — 
2 or 
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Fox)let him come after pou, foꝛ J know his Aunt will pet not 
part with him, Beſides, J have other ſecret things to impart 
to him, which may not pet be revealed, This ſaid, Bellin 
toke leave of the For, and went toward theCourt, in which 
journey he made ſuch ſpeed, that he came thither befoze non, 
where he found the King in his Palace, ſifting amongſt the 


Nobility, 


ED 4. 
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The King wondzed when he ſaw the Ram come in with 
the male which was made of the Beares skin, and laid: 
Whence comeſt thou Bellin, and where is the Fox , that 
pou have that about pou? Bellin anſwcred: + p d2cad Lo20, 
Iattenved the noble Fox to his houſe, where atter ſome rc- 
poſe, he deſired me to beare certaine Letters ts pour Pa- 
jeſtte of infinite great impoztance, to which J calily con- 
ſented, Mhereupon he delivered me the Letters incloſed in 
this male, which Letters mp ſelf had fozmerly indited, and 
J doubt not but are ſuchas will give your Vighneſſe both con- 
tentment and ſatisfaction. Pꝛeſently he commanded the Eet - 
ters to be delivered to Bocart his Secretary, who was an ex⸗ 
cellent Linguiſt, and underſtanding all Languages: that he 
might reade them publickly: ſo he and Tybart the Cat toke 
the male from Bellins neck, and opening the ſame, inſtead 
of Letters, they dzew out the head of Kyu ard the Hare: at 
which being amazed, they ſaio: Moe and alas, what Letters 
call you theſe > Beliere it, my dꝛead Loꝛd, here is not hing 
but the head of pooz murthcred Kyward. Which the King 
ſeeing (he ſaid) Alas | how unfoztunate was J to believe the 
traiterous Fox > And with that being oppꝛeſt with anger, 
grief, and ſhame, he hold down his head foz a good 
ſpace, and ſo did the Mucen alſo : but in the end ſhaking 
of his turled locks, he groa ed out ſuch a dzcavfal noiſe, that 
all the beaſts of t he Foꝛreſt did tremble to hear. Then ſpake 
Dir Firapel the Libard, who was the King's neareſt 
kin man, and ſaid : Why is pour Pijcftie thus vered in heartꝰ 
this ſozrow might ſerve foy the Muceus Funeral, J do be. 
ſcech you all wage your anguiſh: Are not you king and maſter 
of this Country? and are not all things ſubjectto pour power: 
The Ring rep ted Couſin this is a miſchief beyond indurance, 
J am betraied by a haſe villain, and Trattoz, and have 
been made to wong and abuſs my beſt friends and ſub- 
jects, even thoſe of my blood, and nearcſt counſel ; I mean 
the ftout Bruin, and valiant Iſegrim, whoſe wꝛengs ſpeak 
loud to my diſhonour , yet in my ſelf J found an unwilling⸗ 


nelle thereto, onely my Queens pitie working upon the = 
| ſineſſe 
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ſineſs of my belief, hath made me guilty of that which will 
evermoze grieve me, Why (ſaid the Lybard) what ot an this: 
pou are above ali .. eg, and with one ſmile can ſalve 
the greateſt wound that can be made in honour, vou have po- 
wer to recompence, and what reputation is if thatr ward wil 
not ſawver ⸗ as fo; the Bear which loft his skin, the Wulfe 
and his wife Dame Ar ſcw i de, that loft thetr ſhoes, you map 
in recompence(ſinceBellis bath confeft himſelf a party in this 
foul murder) beſtow him and his ſubKance upon the parties 
grieved : as fog Reynard, we will ge and beſie ge his Caſtle, 
and having arrefted his perſon, hang him up by the Law of 
Arms without farther trial. . 


C H A P, I 6s 
How Bellin the Ramme, and his Lineage, were given to the 
Bear and the Wolf. 
O this motion of the Libard the Ring conſented, ſo that 
Firapell fozthwith went to the pztſon, where the Bear 
and 
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and the Wolfe were, and ſatd: Pp Lo2ds, A byfng a free 
and generall pardon from the King, with his love, and a re⸗ 
sognition of pour injuries: which to recompence in ſome large 


manner ont of his Wzincely bounty, he is pleaſed to beſfow 
upon you both bellin the Bam, and his whole a 


* 
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whatſoe\sr they poſſeſſe , and ts now confiſcate to his Paje⸗ 
ie, to hold from henceto2th,to you and pours, till vooms-dap, 
with ſull Commiſſion to lap, kill and devour them whereſo: 
exer you flude them; be it in Woods, Fields oꝛ Mountains. 
And alſo the King granted unto you full power to hunt, kill, 
oz wound Keynara the Fox whercſocrer pou finde him, oz 
any of his lincage oꝛ generation: and of this great pꝛivilege 
pou ſhall reccive Lettere Patents at your plea ſure, with onely 
a reſcrration of your fcalty and homage to be due to his Pa⸗ 
-jeftic, which J adviſe you to accept, fo2 it will redound much 
to pour honours. Thus was the peace made between the 
Bing and theſe Nobles by the Lybard, and Bellin the Ram 
was fo2thwtth lain by them; and all theſe Pꝛivileges doth 
the Woolf hold to this hour, 102 could cver any reconcile- 
ment be made between them and the Rams kindꝛed. When 
this peace was thus finiſhed, the King fo2 oy thorcof p20; 
claimed a Feaſt to be held foꝛ twelve de ies atter, which was 
done with all ſolemniite, 

To this feaſt came all manner of wilde 1B: aft 3, fo2 it was 
univerſally known thzough the whole Ui goem noz us 
there wanting any delight oꝛ pleaſure that coulu b imines, 
as muſick, dancing, masking and alt P2iiicilyreercaings: 
As fo2 ſereral meats th v were in that abunda nde, that the 
Ccurt ſecmed a ſtoꝛe⸗houſe which could not br emptico, A o 
to this ſeoſt reſezted abundance of tcatheren fow!, and all 
other Creatures that held peace vith his Pate: ie, and ro one 
miſſing but the Fox onely, Now after thts feaſt has thus 
continued in all pomp the ſpace of eight daies abou: hich-noon 
came Laprell the Conp befoze the King and Mech, as they! 
ſate at dinner, and with a heavie and lamentable voice, 
ſaid ; Pp gracious and great L oꝛd have pitie uon mp mfferp, 
and attend mp complaint, which is of great viole cc, force 
and murther which Reynard the Fox would prftiroy have 
committed againſt me as J paſſed by the C ſtle of M. ar- 
dus, Where ſtanding without his q tes, attired lib e a Pi. 
grime, J ſuppoſing to paſſe peaceably by him towarn my nei: 


' bee croſt my way, faxing his Bears ſo devoutiy , that J 
ſaluted - 


i 


- frommy body: but pet ſo much memozy was left me, that pen 
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I lcapt from his tlas; though moſt grietouſly hurt and oer or in 
1 weunded. . 
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_ -eneof wickee-woumded, At this he grieved extreamly, becauſe A eſcape, 
his ae onely of one of my eares he utterly depzived me; which 
are n.oſt buſi- beſech your Pajeſty tn your ropall nature to pitty, and that 
ed and lahori- t his blody murtherer may not live thus to affli« pour poo? 
"cb on ceſtroy Subjects, Now Wwhii'lt the Corte was thus ſpeaking to the 
and che of. Bing, there tame flying into the Tout , Corbant the Rook, 
chief is more Who coming beſoze the King, ſafd; Great King, J beſwch 
violent, then pou vouchſafe to Hear me, and pftty thecomp!atnt J ſhall ut- 
when helze.hter: ſo it is that I went this mozning with Sharpbeake mp 
—_ üble wite, to recreate our ſelves on the Heath, and there we found 
himl-fan 5 Re; nard the For laid on the ground like a dead carkaſſe, his 
pen enemie; epes ſtaring, his tongue lolling out of his month, like a dead 
wherefore the Mou id, ſothat wee wondering at his ftrance plight, began to 
1255 21d in- fel and touch htg body, but found no life therein at al: then 
at ebnen went my wife ( pooꝛ carekull ſoul) and laid her head to his 
to be myſt mouth, to lee if hz dꝛew any bꝛeath: which ſhe had no ſooncr 
tearefu!l, and done; but the foule murtherer a waiting his time, ſnatch d her 
-s keepfar- head into his month, and bit it quite off. At that J ſcreaked 
Me dne out, und crieꝰ: Woe is mewhat mivfoztunes are theſe? But 
er. pꝛefently the murtheret ſtarts up, 1 reached at me with ſuch a 
blodpintenr; that with muth trembling and anguiſh, J was 
lain to flye up into a træ, where J ſaw him devour up my wife 
in ſuch terrible manner, that the very thuught is death to me 
in the repeating. pore. | 
The ma Jacre finiched, the myrtherer departed,and J went 
to the p'ace, and gathered the feathers of my loft Hife, which 
here J humbly pꝛeſent befoze pour P-jefty,beſeching pou to 
do ms juſtice and in ſuch manner to revenge mine in jurp, t hat 
the woꝛld may ſpeak fame of pour great excellence; foꝛ thus 
to ſuffer one Lats ;otecions, an»ſafe Conduccs to be vi⸗ 

' 6'ate) a4) b1oke 1, will be ſuch otfrepuiation an iſcandau to 
you: Crown an) Digaity, that your very neighbours an? 
Co.!eagn?s, will note an) point at you: remtTneTe : beides 
the ſufferance of the cviil will mike you gullty of the treſpaſs 

les which ariſe from ſuch ſu kerance: But to pour great conſi⸗ 
verations I leave it: inte Jknow your 'P1jefties/own good- 
nelle will mike pon careful ot pour honour and r . 4 
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CHAP. 17. EE 
How the King was angry at theſe complaiats, took counſel 
for revenge; and how Reynard was forewarned 
by Grimbard the Brock, 


EE royal King was much moved with anger, when 
he hear? the'e complaints both of the Coney and the 
Rook; ſo that his cies darting out fire amongſt the beams 
of Pajeſtie, his countenance was dꝛeadkul and cruel to lok 
on, and the whole Court trembled to behold him, {An the end 
he laid; By my Crown, and the truth JI evermoze reverence 
and owe unto the Auen my Wife, J will fo revenge theſe 
ontrages committed agataſt mp Crown and Dignity, that 
goodneſſe ſhall adoꝛe me, and the wicked ſhall dis with the re- 
membzance : his falſhood and flatterte ſhall no moze get beitet 
ta me, 

Is this his journcy to Rome, and to the Holy Laid ? are 
theſe the fruits of his Pale, his ©taffe, and other oꝛnaments 
be coming a devout Pilgrim Mell, he (hal find the reward of 
hits Treaſons: but it was not my belief, but the perſwallon of 
my Quzn ; noz am JI the firſt that hath been deteived by that 
ſoft gender, ſince many great ſPirits have fallen thzough t heir 
intitements. And thts ſaid, he commanded all that were about 
him both Noble,wozthy,and every dfſcret ſptrit to allift him 
with their counſel, and to lay him vown ſuch fare ground fo 
his revenge, that his honour and ropaltie might be anew re: 
vived, and every offender made to know and feel the heavie 
pꝛice fo2 their moſt unjuſt aa ions. 

Iſegeim the Mol, and Bru ne the Bear, hearing the 
Rings words, were wonderfully well apato, and doubted not 
but now to gain their full revenge againſt Reynard: pet 
fl! they kept ſilence, and ſpake not a wozd. Inlomuch that 
the King being much moved with their dwmbnefte, and noting 
that none durſt freelp de. iver their opinions : Ye began to 
ben) his fozchcad : but the Nun after ſolemne rev. rence, 
ſaj> to the Niang: Mounlicur » Pour Dien ct OYCZ mei toutes 
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choſes qu'on vous, & ne jurez point Iegerement. Dfr, it ts 
not the part of any excellent wiſdom to belteve oꝛ p2otelt in 
any thing, till the matter be made moſt apparent and pꝛeg⸗ 
nant to his knowlevg ; neither ſhould both his ears be in⸗ 
gaged to any complaint , but one ever referred to enter⸗ 


taine the delente of any accuſed : Foz many times the accuſer 


excepeth 


\ 
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exceeveth the accaſed in in ſurie. And therefoze Audire a lteram Dl Morgt. - 
Pattem, to heax the other Partie, is the acof perten Jultice: 


Foz mp own part howfoever J hade irres, yet à habe Arong Id erf 
ground foz my perſwaſion, and whether Reynard be good 02 the Forest. 
bad, yet it Fands with your Extellencie not to ppec ccd gala pads hans 


him, but by the true foxm' of pour Lawes: for he hath no be diſpoſiuon 
power to eſcape you, but muſt obep whatſoever pour ſobzjety 242 800d 
tan impoſe upon him. When the Nucen had thus ſpoken, Fi- 1, 207 hich 
rapel the Libard to ſecond ber intreatie, fad; Pp Lo2d, the and offendes, 
Nan hath ſpoken cractouſly and I ſee not wherein your Ma. when hisgood 
jeſt te tun ſkrate from her judgment: Therefo2e let him take ſubje c are in- 
the due trial of your A aws, and being foun? gutltie of the treĩ· d the 
palſes whereof he ts accuſed, let him be ſummoned: and it he = — * 
appear not befoꝛe yonr feaſt be ended, to clear himſelt, oz ſub» and he Li- 
mit to your mercie ; then map pour High. ieſſe oc againſt da'd, new, 
him, as it ſhau ſe m bett to your pleaſure, che nue tem. 
To this ſpe liegrim ths Wolf replied; Sir Firapel,foz £5, oy Þ — 
my own part, A think not any of this allemb.ie will-dient mand a 
from pour counſel , ſo it may ſtand with the pleaſure-of my when he vv Bhs 
Lozd the King : pet thts J dare maintein, that howſfoever m wiſtreth qu. 
Reynard ſhall clear himſelf of theſe , anda thouſan? tuch like ce. 
treſpaſſes which ſhall be bzought againſt him: Yet Jhave — — 
that lodget h in mp boſome, which thall app2ote he hath ſoz: words of the © 
feited his life : but at this time his abſerce Mall make me W216, ewe, 
filent, onely touching the treaſure of which he hath infoz med the cunning 
his Pajeltte tolfe at Crek:npir ta Hutterloe , there never rs, *f 
tame a falſer info mation from the mouty of any creature: o — — 
ſt was a lie made out of malice to wrong me and the Bear, ae ef his eo 
and get himſelf libertie to rob and ſpotl all that page by hts 7 fodtion, 
ho iſe, as now he doth:but not withſtanding J held ft-mect that — an 
all things be done as ſhall ſem gd to his majeſtie, oz you rh ans Pn 
Sir Firapel : Yet this beitzve, that if he hid meant tochave chzc — 
appeared he ha» been here long fince.foy he had ſummons given g. e N 
him by the tiges P2Meuger. quier atenti- 
Tothts the King ant wered, J will habe no other tourte of ehen 
ſu mmoning him, but tommand all that owe me allegiance oz — 
reſpect mine honour, that NY they make themfelves with bitter 
3 ready . 
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of Reynard the Fox. 


comp.aints againſt vou, ſo that but your ſhameful death, J ſe torment of es 
no clcape 03 freevome, very offender, 


Tuw (ſet the Fox) my deat -Nepheiv, it this be the 

- wo2 Mt, let noror2ow affright vou: but let us be cheerfygll and 
pleaſant together, (oz though the King and all. rhe 5 
would 


*- us 


he pleaſant Hiſtoric 

would Twear my death, vet will J be erelted above them all. 
well mop they pzate and jangle, and tire themſelves with 
their counſells but without the help of my wit and policie, 
neither can the Cour 0) Common ⸗ wealth hare any long con⸗ 
tinnance. Come then my bet Her hew let us enter into my 
Caſtle and feaſf, J have a pair of fat Pigeons foz you, 
which are meat of pure and light dige ſtion; J love not any 
thing better, they are potnig and tender, and map be almoſt 
': fwallore2 whore, fo2 their bones are little other then blood; 
vet come J ſap, my wife Ermel ine wtit teteite pou kinolp, but 
by all meanes repoꝛt not to her ot anp dangers; fo2 ſhe is of 
+ Coft and melting temper, and it might firike her into ſuddain 
ſickno(s, foꝛ women are apt to entertain grief. When wee 
have feaſted, J will then to mozrow early in the morning go 
with ytu to the Court, and if I can but attain ſpeech with the 
King, I ſhall gall ſome deep enough, onely this J veſire 
(dear Nephew ) at pour hands, that you will tand to me, as 
one friend and kin{manought to do one by another. Doubt me 
not (ſafd Grimba / d) toʒ both mp life and goods (hal be at your 
"Ccrvtce, J thank pon Nephew ( ſaid the Fox) and you ſhall 
not find me ingratetull. Sir ( ſato the Bꝛock) be bold of thts, 
that pou ſhall come and makes pour anſwer befoze the I ozds 
kreelp, foy none (hall dare to arreſt 02 hold pou, fo2 that 
kavour the Macen and the Libard have pnrchaft from the 
King. Jam glad of that (fav the Fox) noz cxte A then a hair 
loꝛ their wozſt malice. And this laid, they went into Male- 
padus, and found Ermelia fitting amongft her younglings, 
who pzeſentiy aroſe, and received the Bzock with all reve: 
rente, and he on the other part ſalnted her and her chidzen 
with all courteſie, P2eſently the two Pfegons were made rea: 
de, and they ſupped together, each taking their part though 
none had ſo much as they deſired: then ſatd the Fox, Pepbew, 
' how like pon my childʒen Roſſel and Reyrardine > J hope they 


do honour to our famt:y, they are towardly J aſſure pou, 

oz the one Fit en Chicken; and the other hath killed 

u Pullet : thep are alſo good Deckers, ard tan both decetv the 
Latein un the Pallard : J tell you true, J dare areavy 


adventure 


of Reynard the For. 


adventure them karre, onely J mean ffrlf to inſtrut them 
how to efcape the Gzing, and to pꝛobent both the Huntkman 
and his Hounds; they are of the tight heir Hephew, and like 


me, both in fe ov quit Ren play grinning, in⸗ 
Nette natime seid Mn 
Fox, and in this they are perfen, which is great pride untv 


tangle fothing; and kin ſmiling :this 


me. 
CHAP. 
How the Fox repentirig his fi Pr make his confeſlion, and 
is ablclved by the Brock. 


'$ NC LG, ſaid the Brock, pou may be pꝛoud that you 
have ſuch towar? childꝛen: and rejoice becauſe they are 
of my blood, J thank you Nephew, (ſaid the For ) but A 


know pour journey hath made you weary, therefoze you haun 


go to your reſt 3 to which th? Bꝛock conſented, ſo they laid 
them down upon ſtraw litter, and all lept ſoundly, but the 
For, whole heart was heavy with ſo2row, lay ſtudying, how 
he might bet excuſe ht nſelf bekoze the Bing. Butagſoon' 
as the moꝛning began to riſe from the top of the Pountatnes 
he aroſe, and went with Grimbard towards the Edurt; pet 
befoze he went, he took leave of his wife and childzen; and 
ſaid, Think not mine abſence long; (dear wile and childzen) 
loꝛ I muſt go to the Tonrt with my Couſin Grimbarr,and 
though my ſtay be moꝛe then o2dinary, yet take noakright 
thercat z and what tidings ſecver yan hear, pet confiver all 
things foz the beſt; and be carefull of your ſcives, and keep 
my Caſtle cloſe, and well guarded: as to2 my ſ2lf doubt not 


but J Will defeat all miae ehomtee. Alas Reynard (ts his = 


wife ) what moves pou to takethis ſu>atn journey: the laſt 
time you were at the Court, you know what datgers pou 


eſcaped; and pou vowe? never to ſ it again. Mill you now, 


run a ſetond hizard © Dame (ſat the For) the octurtants 
of the mov! are divers and uncertain; ard pe ace ſubiea td 
the ſtrokes ol koꝛtune: but reſt you content, there tz neceſlity 
th * go, and J hope . Gay. not be above fivounies 

at 


_— x 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 
at the uttermoſt, and ſo imbzacing his wife x childꝛen, he tac 
leave and departed: and as they gournfed oter the Ycath, 
Reynard ſaid to the Bock : w, ſince I ws laft ſhzi- 
ven, A have committed many fins, theretoꝛe J beſ&ch youlct - 
me make befqze pon my confeſſion, that J map paſe with leue 
trouble thzough mp woz it dangers: | | 


of Reynard the Fox. : | 
Then he pzocevev, and (ai>: It is true Nephety that I me * 


the Bear reteive a grest wound fo2 the Me wich J dt 
cut off his skinne; an! J cauſe? the Wolf, and his wife to 


be flript ol thc: ſhoe5 : Jappcaſed the King one p \rfth falſe» 
hod ; J tained a conſpirat ie age i ſt hi 3 Mae ſties lite, by the 
Bear and the Molt, when there was never any ſuch —— 7 

f 2 '"natto.1; 


The pfeaſant Hiſtory 
The Moral. nation: allo Ircpoꝛted of great treaſure to be hid in Huſter- 

EY” <7} 2 it was as fabulcus as the reft : J fiew K ward, and 
The Foxe hetrayed Bellin. J wounded the Conte, and killed Dame 
ch ving him Sharpbeake, the Cooks Wife, Laſtly, I foz got at my laſt i2itt 


1 3 one great deteit which J tommikted, but J will rer eal it, and 


the Ar: of all thus it was. . 

diſcmblers, y As J went talking with the Wolf between Houthluft, 
whichever AndElverdin?, we beheld a govly Bay "Pare graling, with a 
heir clk. black Fole by her five ; which was were fo — — 
By -h:bu;ing ton: the Wolf at that inſtant was al moſt dend 107 1 — 
ofi;e Foal of ſo much that he intreated me to go to the Pare, and know 
the Mare, i; che wouls ſell her fole > I went and denninded the queſtion, 
ſhewed, thit The Pre fals, we would wiilingly oil if fo: Ponep : Ithen 
men make in dsked. the pꝛite ? and ſhe ſafd, the ice was _— — — 
firumears of hinder koot, which if 4 pleaſed I mightromr an itick * 4 
wiſcr chen picaſure ; but A that well unverſt000 * pal bel — 
wende en Lato, It is trath-that J cannot road, no 2 * 
nor the it qua buy pour Fole, oncly J am a meſſenger kr he ) 
2 d Aer. who hath a great d. ſire to habe if- Thin ſald the Pare) let 
lcies, the fer- WHO NAFY.A © im ſatisfaction ; Then 
vice they do him come himſelf ; and 3 e 12 * 
being, them ro unt Are ene e — betlotinlt ofthe 
Alſo whenam- Fole 7 P20vided- he _ i the Wolf ) what ſhould 
te GT 42 French, Englich 
prcou eſe A e eee e ener Sith mal 
—— ·˖ ram and Dutch, J have ſtudyed in 2 — Pla 4 — litten in the 
—_ — . r babe taken ehrres in both the Laws; 
onely in theit m: Aer! 
own dell and or is tüere that waitiag which A cannot dilcipher : So dell. 
kaowledge, ring me to ſtay tos him there; wap he went to the Pre, and 


that then they , and read tha zice of the Fole: to 
"re ever ſo- cxaded that he might ſc N hinvcr kot, which 


in! . cytheD re conſented. and lifting up 
taken withone = — 2 with ſtrong tron, and leven arp naile⸗ heads, 
miſchief ct 4. g the Molt luk d thereon, ſhe ktmote him ſo juſt upon the 


—.— fo2e-head, that ſhe thzew him over and over, and he lay in a 


and ſcorn to dead ſound whil ' ſt a man might habe ridden a mile and bet⸗ 


tue it foes, and ter; which don, aws trotted the Mate with het — 


of Reynarel the Fox. 


and left the por Wolf blody and wounded, in ſo much fach as ted 


that he howled like a Dog: then went I to him, and ſaid Sir 
Itegrim, dear Uncle, how do you, habe yon eaten to much of 
the Colt > indeed you are unkind, that will give mee no 
part with pon. J went your micſſage Honeftly ; me thinks 
you have out l ept your dinner: god Uncle tell me what was 
witten under the Pares foot. was it in Pꝛoſe oz Rime ? in⸗ 
deed J would lain know it: J think it was a Pꝛick⸗ſong, coz 
J heard you ſing⸗ itay, yeu jew your ſc hol er⸗ſhip in ali the 
Arts. . 

Alas, Reynard, ( alasſafd the Molt) pzay you fozbears 
to dildatn me, fox J ant extreamly wounded, and mine an⸗ 
guich is ſo grtat, that a heart of flint would pitty me; The 
damned Pare on her long legge hath an iron foot, and A 
took the nails te have been Kette ra, on which J looked: 
ſhe hit me ſo full on the head, J think my ſcull is cloven, 
Dear Uncle ( ſatd the Fox) is this truth which you. tell me ⸗ 
believe it, you make me wondet, why J took you foz- one of 
thegreateft Clarks in this Kingdom: Well, J perceiye the 
old Pꝛorerb is now made good in vou: The greateſt Clarks 
are not the wiſeſt men: Pooz men lamtimes me out-lirip 
them in Judgment; and the reaſon, ts, you great Scholl ra, 
ſtudy ſo much, t hat pou grow dull, in that you ſo much over: 
labour, And thus with theſe mocls and t:unts, J bought 
the Molt within a hafres bzravth to deftructjon, And now 
fair Nephew. J have untaded my Conſcience, and delivered 
ts many of my ſins as J can call to remembaance:; uhere⸗ 
fo2e J beſeech you let me recrite abſolulion and penance: ond, 
then come what char ce ſhatt at the Comt, J am armed 
againft all dangers. Then Ofimbard faid, your tetpa tes ere 
creat and dung never helene who. 13 dead, muſt. abide 
dead. And chertkoꝛe here J cteelp abſolve pou, upon agu 
rance of your hearty repcntarice : vicly the contempt non 
made in ſending him Kywards head, and the abuſe of ſo many 
faiſhoods, wi. l lxe heavy upon you, Why ( ſaln the, Nor ) de 
that will live in the wol to ſi this, oz hear that, ap 
underſtand the third, —_ ever conterfe with — 
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The pleaſant Hiſtorie 


"No man can touch Bonep, but he mus lick his fingers. 


J often feel touches of repentance, but reaſon and our u, 


are eber in continual combate ; ſo that Joft ſtand fl ill. as at 


mp Wits end: and cry out againſt my ſins, feeling a detcſta- 


tion of them. But p2eſently the. wozld and ber vanities ap- 
pear to me agein: aud when. A find ſo many ſtones and 


rubs in my way, and the examples of the crafty Pꝛelates, and 
rich P2tefts to it chaunt me, that J am fo2thuith t:ken a. 
gain > the wo21ld fills me with covetcuſneſs, and the ficth 
with wantonnels; ſs t hat loſiing my good reſolutions. J am 
onely foz Hell and wickedneſs, A hear thetr ſincing, piping, 
— 2 playing, and all kind of mirth; and J ſce the ir 


woꝛ as and actions ſo tontrary, that nothing is moze untertain 


and various: from them A learn mp lying, and from 1 0208 
Courts my flatterp : foz certainly Loꝛds, Ladies, Pꝛieſts, aud 
Clerkes, uſe moſt diſlimulation. It is now an offerce to tell 


great men truth: and he that cannot dfTemble, cannot live, 


I hare oft heard men ſpeak truth, pet they have ſti. l grac d it 
with falſhood : foz* untruths man times happen into diſ⸗ 


touſ e unwill ir gly and without knowledge: pet l. ing a 


handſome garment, it ever goes foꝛ curtant. ( Dear g epht w) 


tt is now a fashion to [ye, flatter, ſeoth, testen, pꝛep and 
- curſe, and to do any thing that map kep the weak ia ſub⸗ 


zjectfon ; who do other wiſe is held fooliſh : but he that can, 


not wimble falſhood; ii truths kerchfefe, hath nc ither Art noꝛ 


cunning: but he that can do it, and deifrcr ercour without 


ſtammering, he map do wonders ; he may werr Scarlet, 


Gzay oꝛ Purple: he ſhall gain both by the Laws ſpiritu⸗ 


all and temporall, and wzite himſelf congueroar in everp 


delignment, There be mary that imagine they can ie neatly : 
but their cunning oft failes them: ſo that wycn they think 
to feed of the fat mozſells, they Cip quite beſidcs their tren» 
chers. Others blut and foo:fſh, and foz wut of me: 
thod marre all their diſcourſcs, but he that can gire to bis 
lie a fit and an apt concluſton, can pꝛonounte it without rat- 
ling, and make it as truth, fair and amtable: That is 
the man, and wozthy ol ad miration. But to ſpesk truth is 

no 


of Renard the Fox. 


nocunning, it never makes the Devil laugh: to lys wel and 
with a grace: to lift up wꝛong above right, to make mountains 
and build Caſtles in the atre : to make men juggle and look 
theꝛow their fingers, and all toꝛ hope of gain onely, This e. 
phew, is an Art expꝛeſlion pet ever moꝛe of the end 
cometh miſery and atũliaion. I wilt not deny but ſomtimes 
men map jeſt 0z le ia mall things, fo: he thit will ſpeak - 
all truths, ſhall ſomtimes ſpeak out of ſeaſon, To play Place- 
. bo, map now and the be. bozn with. fo; who ſo ſpeaks au- 
ways truth, ſhall unde many rubs ta bis wap: men mey 
erre fo ned, and mend ft bp counſell, ſince ro treſpaſs but 
bath his mercy: no any wic ꝛom but at ſomtime dulleth. 
Then ( ſaj3 the Bock) Uncle z vou are ſo wiſe pou cannot 
fail fn any purpoſe, and A would grow inamored of you ;yYour 
reaſons ſo far ſurpaſs my underſtanding, that it is no need of 
pour ſinitt; fo2 your ſelf may both play te Pꝛieſt and confeſſ« - 
02} 3 yau kno'y the woꝛʒld in ſuch ſoat, that it is {(mpoſſib:e e 
au man to halt befo2e pou, - | 
Wuith theſe and ſuch mann z: of diſcourſes, they held on 
their journep towards the Court: pet the Foxes heart (foz al 
his fair ew) was ſav and heavy; pet countenance beat o 
it not: but he pa without amazement thzough all the p;eſs 
oc the Court, even till he came tothe pꝛeſence ofthe King, and 
the Bzock march d cloſe by his ſide; ſaping, Uncle, be not a- 
fratd, but be of g002 cheer, it is courage of whom Foztune is 
ever enamoured Then ( ſaid the Fox) Nephew, you ſay true, 
and pour comfozt avatis me: and ſo on he went caſting many 
dildaintul countenances on thole he tik 'd not; o2 as who. 
would ſay, Pere Jam: what is it that the pꝛoudeſt of pon dare 
objec againſt me > he beheld there many of dis kin which he 
knew loved him not, as the Otter, the Bever, and diber s ct hers 
which A will name hereafter : and many he ſaw which loved 
him. As ſon as he was come in the view of the King, he ten 
down humbly on his knee, any ſpake as followeth. 


CHAP. 


The pleaſant Hiſtory 


C N AP. 9 . 
How Reynard the Fox excuſed himſelf be fore the King, and 
1 1 ot the Kings anſwer, 
Mat divine power from whom nothing can be hid, ſave 
my Low the Kio, and mp Lady the Queen, 273 cite 
the m grace to know who hath richt, and who hath wong, kez 


2 4 "TA 


* 


1 Ee... 


alleen Bar. 


a pr MANY e. the, wende and the counte- 
aſtte dei Ai 1 7 heart ;, which J wil were openly 
IrevcatsS; Ir creatures treſpaſſe ſtood witten in 
his fo ch?! 1 5 it caſt me the uttermoſt ol my ſubſtanc . 


2 U Nt reign. Lo 30) knew mer aSnecriyas mp 
'fel N af Fo p aſp Tip il (rai, and late, labouring in 
pofic{efrite: 


2 if 15 cen elk malie makes ali her 
compl mp gn Ju ſtli 118 0 o thꝛuſt me aut ot your 
3 yy fomuch that olit ot᷑ my ajgniſh.3muft 
eds cry ae bl th hich have ſo. deadip belied me. 
Peperthelene Jnnow they von mp. road and ſorexeign 
Lat Ws arc fo excellent, "tn, your, Iuagmmenf, k hat vou, will not 
carvie) awap with. ſa! 0 6h Uther dae J mot hum⸗ 

b. betete ydur Majeſties, to take in ta yaye wildoms all 
115 oꝛding to the right ot aur Laws: ſoꝛ it is Juſtice 
Lok foz, and Deſire that hog, which: is found guilty. may 
5 Nee e % Pujciſh:tiengt, Ker believe lte gu 02D, 
135 be known pektoze 1 de part from pour Court who J 
Jcanndt latter, but will cw my face with an nn⸗ 

den kozehend. 

{thi ythnt were in the pacſence ſtod amazed, und won⸗ 

when the For ſpake.fo ſtoutly, But the king wb a 

5 ene Leynard, J kn oſp pau arg expert in 
a ies bnt! ur vc are now to weak to reliebe you Achelieve 
this dap will be the laſt of pour glozie and diſgrate: foꝛ me 3 
will not chive you much, becauſe J intend you hall live but 
a ſhoʒt ti mr: the love you do hear me. pou have ſhewed tot he 
Toney andthe Rok, and pour requitai Call he a ſhoztiife an 
earth, e anctent ſaying A Pot paſs ma/ lone to the wa- 
rer. but in ie cid toms broken home. And pour evils have 
ſo long ſucceeded, that they will now pap pou the hazard, At 
theſe wozds Reynard was ftrucken into a gregt fear, and 
wich d himſelf fat away, pet be be. bought himſoit that now 
her mut bear thoz0'y, 10 t foʒtune ſoe ver came: Mhere⸗ 
upoit he. Tad ( toheretgn L 02d the King) it is but 
Juſtice that you hear me afiver my accuſations , ſeꝛ wore 
my: ans, moe hajnogsthen enpi "as male the vet oguity 
ries 


The Pleaſant Hiſtory 
gtwes the accuſed leare ever to anſwer, Jhave with my 
counſels done you ſervice in fozmer time, and map nolzve 
ſti: J have never ffarted from your Pajeftie, but walked 
by pour ſide, when others have gon frompour pꝛeſente: if 
then my enemies with their flanders wall pzerail againſt 
me, blame me not to complain. Time hath been it was o⸗ 
ther wils, and time may bzing it to the old courſe, foz the aai⸗ 
ons ol good ſervants ought not to be ſoꝛgotten. J ſee here 
divers of my kindꝛed and krtends, which now make no value 
of me, whom 3 tan appz ove, go avout to dep2te pou of the 
beft Servant poupoſſeſs, Can your Maje ſty imagine if I 
hav been guilty in t he leaft tmagined crime, that .J would 
thus voltintartly have made my appearance even in the 
thꝛong of mine enemies? O it had been to much inviſcretion:! 
noꝛ would the liberty J had, been ſo caſily ſnbjected. Leut 
heaven be thanked, J know mine innocence, and dare con- 
front mp woꝛſt enemy, Yet when my kinſman Grimbar: firſt 
bwugght me the tidings, J maſt confeſs J was halte diſtract 
with anger; and had I rot been in the cenſure of his Church, 
J had appear d ere they had left complai ing; but that detai⸗ 
ned me. And J wandzed with ſozrow on the heath, till I met 
with my Un le Martin, the Ape, who karre exceedeth any 
Mieſt in Paſtoꝛ all buſines; fc2 he hath been Atturney to the 


Wichop of Cam rick any time this nine years : and (e.g + 


me in this great agony of heart, he ſata, Deare Touſen, why 
are you thus heavy in ſpirit, and why is your countenancede- 
jected> pricf is eaſie to carry, when the bnrthen is divided a⸗ 
mongſt friends : At the nature of a true friend, is tobehoid 
and relteve that, which anguiſh will not ſuffer the oppꝛeſled 
to ſee oꝛ ſuffer, Then J anfwered him, You lap true dear 
Ui cle, and the like is my foztime, fo; ſozrow is without 
(uſe fatd upon me, end of that J am not gufity, Jamaceu- 
ted i y thoſe J rankev with my beft friends, As namely the 
Coicp, who tame pt ſterdap to my houſe as A: was ſaying 
Martine, Saying, he was trarelling towards the Court, but 
was at that time both hungery and weary:and therefoze reque- 
ſted of me lome meat, J wflitngly conſented, tok him in and 
cave 


_— __ 


Ol Reynord the Fox. 


: alt, 
e him a couple of Panchets, anv\weet Butter: Foz it The Ae 
— = Wevrſeday, on which day J never eat fleſh, Be. 


Yhe boldnefle 


ſides it was then a faſt , by reaſon the feaſt of Whitſontide of the For es 
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mivateip ſtole away out of the Court, and being farr on the 
plaine, they ſafd, This develiſh mirtherer hath ſuch Art in 
his falthod, that no truth can lok with better coomtenance, 
which onely ourſelves know, bit have no other witneſs, 
therefoze it is better wee depart, then try combate with him, 
which is ſo much too ſtrong foꝛ us, and fo away they went. 
[{egrim the Wolfe, and Bruine the Beare, were very ſa) 
when they ſaw theſe two fozſake the Court: whereupon the 
King ſaid, If anp will appeale the Fox, let him come tozth, 
and he ſhall be heard: Peſterdap wee were laden with com- 
plants, where are they to day? Here is the Fox ready to an- 
wer. Then ſaid the Fox, Pp ſoveraign Lozd, abſence 
makes impudent aecuſers bold, when preſence dants them, 
as pour Pighneſs map fee both by the Co ey and the Rodke: 
O what it is to truſt the malice of thefe Cowarvs and how 
ſoon they may contound gad men: but ſoz me it matters not: 
nevertheleſs had they (at pour Pajeſties commandment 
but askt me fo:giveneſs;F had quickly caſt all t heir _— 
ehin) 
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Abe receive, oꝛ esta wal! fail mee. þ 
AA is ſenten Ke: rem lo ſo zſatraid,that he knie 
"ot" at totrp = 125 ent ap a pitt countenance upon 
all his kindzed which ſtood round about him; his colour went 
n came, and his heart lainted, but none lent him either hand 
oz lot to helpe him: ten the ut gad, Ohou diſlembling 
and falſe L aytor, why art thou now o dumbe ⸗⸗But the For 
being fail of anguiſh, f:tcha ſigh as it his heart would have 
bꝛokez lo t hat every beaſt pitied him, ſave onely the Bear and 
the "oe which rejoiced to ſee his ſozrow, 


CHAP-- 20, 
How Dame Rukenaw anſwered for the F ox to the King, 
| and of the Parable ſhe told him. 


Ame Rukenaw the ſhe⸗Ape ( being Aunt un to R ey nard, 
and a great favozite of the Queens) was much orieved 
when ſhe ſaw this vdiſtraofon, and itwas well foz the Fox 
that ſhe was in the pzeſence : ſo2 ſhe was exceeding wiſe, and 
Durſt boldly ſpeak : and therefoze riſing up (aftsr reverence 
donc) ſhe laid, y Lozd the King, you ought not to bs — 
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with angor when you ſit in judgment, fo2 it becommeth not 
Nobility to be void of reaſon : it fs diſcretion which ſhould 
onelp accompary you in that ſcaſon : fo mine owne part J 
think I know the Lawes as well as ſome which wear furred 
Gongs, fo2 foz J read many, and put ſome in uſe: It is 
well knowne, J had ever 4 the Popes palace a bed of ſtraw, 
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hate him, ſinte it is onely he which bzcakety mplaws g co: which ; may 
venants > you have heard him accuſed of theft, murther and diſgiacc choſe 
treaſon,how can pou then vefend himif you will needs make chat 80 1 
him your Saint, then tet him upon the Altar and do him woz- u, er may © 
ſhip, but believe it there is noone god thing in him:and hows p ca; by the 
ever pou imagine, yet ſearch him, and you fhall find him rot- eo the Man 
ten and vefozmed, there is neither kinſman noz ſricnd (but *© che — 1 
your ſelf ) that will aſſiſt him, and thcrefoze your violence h. en 
dzaws my greater wonder. What companion hath he that the witedom of 
ever thꝛived by his ſocicty, 02 whom hath he ſmil'd on, that che rox, and 
bis tail hath not after daſht out the cie of, the folly and 
To this the ſhe-Ape replied : Py Lo2d, Jlove him, and OY 0 F 
have ever boꝛn him a ſingular reverence , and J can well re⸗ Wolf and the © 
count one noble and good actfon hs dio in your pꝛeſence: fo? reſt of the 
* which then you thanked him, though now fozgotten : pet the Foxcs ene- 
heavieſt thing ſhould ever weigh the most, and men ſhould wier. 
keep a moaſure in th:tr affedtons, and not hate, noz love with 
violence; ſince confiancte is the great eſt oꝛnament of a Pꝛince⸗ 
ly nature. Me ſhould not pꝛaiſe the day til t he evening come, 
no2 is good counſel availeable, but to thole which mean to 
purſue it, 
I remember about ſome two years ſince, there came to 
this court a man and a ſerpent to have judgment in a doubt: 
ful tontroverſie: Foz the Serperieittempting to go though 
a hedg, was taken by the neck with a-ſnare.ſo that there was 
no wap to eſcape with lite : A certain man paſſing by, the 
Serpent called and cried unto him, and deſired his help, oz 
elſe he ſhould periſh pꝛeſentiy. The man taking pitie ofhim 
(ſaio) If thou wilt faithfully pzomiſe me neither to do mee 
hurt with thy tooth oz tatl, oz other Poiſon about thee, J vill 
releaſe thes, The Serpent pzeſentiy ſwoze he would not, 
neither at that time, noꝛ any time hereafter ; ſo the man un 
loſed him, and ſet him free, and they went fozth and travel⸗ 
led together a long ſeaſon, 
At the laſt the Serpent grew exceeding hungry, ruſting 
upon the man, offered to kill him: but the man Tartedaſive, 
and ſafd ; What meaneſt thon to do > haſt thou fozgotten 
92 2 thing 
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thine oath⸗ the Serpent replyed no:but Imay juſtly kill thee 
fince J am compelled thereto by hunger, which cans ellet h all 
obligations. Then the man laid, it it be ſo,yet give me leave to 
live till we may meet with the next paſſenger, which may 
judge the controverſie. 3 | 

The Serpent agreed t heteto; ſo they travslled till oops — 
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With Tiſellia the Raven, ana Slinopere his ſonne: to whom 
relating the difference, the Raven adjudged tyat the Ser⸗ 
pent ſhould eat the man, hoping that he and his ſon ſhould 
get aſbare alſo, Int the man ſaid, How ſhall he that is a 
robber, and lives by blood, judge this cauſe>itmuft not be one 
but divers, and ſuch as know both Law an? equity, that 
muſt judge this contention: the Raven is neither juſt, noz 
indifferent. 3 

Then they travelledtili they met the Bear and the Molke, 
unto whom alſo they told the matter, and they adjudged a- 
gainſt the man likewiſe, Then the Serpent began to caſt his 
venomat the man, but the man leaped away, and ſat, You do 
me w2ong, thus to attempt to kill me: and the Serpent ſaid, 
Path not Judgment gone twice on my ſide⸗ Yes ( ſaid the 
Pan ) by ſuch as are murtherers themſelves, and ſuch as ne: 
ver kept p2omiſe : but J appeale to the Court, let mee be 
tryed by your King, and what judgment he giveth, J will 
willingly abide, To this all conſented: So thep came to the 
Court befoze your Pajeſtp, and the Molfes two childzen 
came with thatr Fat her, the one was call Enpty=seliy, th: 
other Navel-full, becauſe they ſought to devour the Man. 
So the fu'l pꝛoceſſe of the matter was declared to pour Maje⸗ 
fie: But the Pans kindneſſe and covenant, the Scrpents 
danger and Fatth-bzeach,occaſio1e) though the extremitie 
of hunger. Remember how much pour Highnes was 
perplexe with their difference, and aliyour Couuſell alſo: 
J oꝛ the Pans ſoꝛrow, the Serpents hunger: the Pans good- 
nes, and the Serpents ingratitude, equ illy raiſeth much pitty 
in pour boſome. But ia the end ſuch doubts role, that not 
any in your Court was able to judge it. At the laſt, when no 
helpe could be found, then you com na.wcv mp kiaſman 
Rey natd to decide the buſine ſe: then was he Oꝛacle of the 
Court, noz wis any thing received, but what he pzopouſded: 
But hz told pour Paieſtp it was im double to give trac 
Judgment accozding to their relations, bat if he might ſx 
the Serpent in what man ner he waz ketteren, and the great⸗ 
neſſe of his danger, then he knew wel how to give Judgment 
H 3 therein, 
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therein. Then pou commended him, andcalled him bythe 
the title ol Lo2d Reynard, apꝛobiug that to be done which he 
had ſpoken. ee ee a 
Then went the mau and the Ser pont to che plate where the 
Scrpent was ſner d and Reynard, commanded the Serpent 
to be faſti ed as befoꝛe in the \nickle, which being done, then 
ſatd your Paicſty, Reynard whit Judgment will pou now 


a” 


give e And he replied, They are now mp Lo2d in the ſame 
eſtate they were befoze at their firſt incounter, they have nei⸗ 
ther wonne noꝛ loft : Therefoze this is my cenſure, if it bee 
pour Pajeſtics ple: ſure, It the man will now looſe and uns 
bind the Serpent, upon the ſame pꝛomiſe and oath made ſo3- 
merly unto him, hee map at his ple.ſure; But if he think 


that hunger oz other inconvenience will make him bzeak 


his Faith, then may the man go frcelp whither hee will. 
and leave the Serpent bonnd and inthralled as he firſt found 
hum: kon it is fit that ingratitude be ſo repaid. This Judge⸗ 
ment 
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ment pour Maieſtythen applauded for the moſt exce!lent,xheld 
the wildom of tbe Fox unlimitable, tearming him t he p2e- 
ſerver of pour Honour. Mhen did ever the Wear or TUoolf 
the ltke 2 they tan howle oꝛ colo, ſteale, robb, and eat fat 
moꝛſels, make their guts crack with others ruines: and 
condem ie him to death which takes a Chickin: but them 
tele which kill Kine, Ofen, and Hoꝛſes: O they goe ſate, 
and be accounted as wiſe as dolomon, Avicen, 82 Ariltotle, 
and their deeds and Statutes muſt be read foz monuments. 
But if they come where vertus is to be exerciſed, they are the 
firſt which retreat and let the ſimple goe fozmoſt, whtieſt they 
follow in the retreat, wir h hame and cowardiſe. Theſe (my 
oꝛd, and their like, are the fools of theſe coꝛrupt times pet 
deftroy Towns,Caſtles, Lands and People: noꝛ care they 
whole honfe burneth,ſo they may warme t hem by the fire: foꝛ 
it is their p2ofit onely at wich their atme bendeth. But Rey- 
natd the ; or, and all his Family, have ever made the honour 
of the Bing their renown and advancement, and applyed 
their counſel to do him ſervice, not pꝛide and boaſting ; tyis 
hath been and is his exerciſe, though it now be thankleſſe, 
But time J hope wi.l pꝛodutce whole merit fs greatcſt ; Your 
Pajeſty, ſays his kind ted is fallen from, bim and ſtart at 
his foztune : would any but your Yighneſſe had affirmed tt, 
you chould then have ſeen,there coul) not be a thing of grea⸗ 
ter falſhood: But your grace map ſay pour pleaſure, noz will 
A in any wo2d appoſe you: fo2 to him that ſo durſt doe, would 
both he and we bend our fozcee, It is know we dare fight, 
noꝛ are we deſcended of anp baſe generation: our Highneſs 
may call to mind the wozthof our Pedigree, and how dearly 
from time to time they have reſpected him, willing ever to lay 
down their lives 9000s foꝛ the ſkfety of their noble kinſman 
Reynard, Fo2 mine oon part J am one my lelfe, and allbeit 
J am the Mite ot another, pet koꝛ him J would not ſticke 
to ſpend my deareſt blood. Beſides, Ih we thꝛee full growne 
Childzen, which are known valiant and ſtrong in arms, pet 
ks his ſake J would adventure them all to the uttermoſt pe⸗ 
rill. Allbeit J love them with that deare affeaton that no Po⸗ 
ther 


T he Pleaſant Hiſtory 


ther doth exceed me: my firſt ſonnets called Bicelas which 
ts meſt acive and nimble, my ſecond Fulrumpe, the third is a 
daue hter called Hatanet, a girle that can look a mans head, 
and picke out lice moꝛe 1 imbly then all the combs in Chꝛi⸗ 
ftcndome : and theſe three are loving and deare to one anos 
ther: and Vith that ſhe called them foꝛth unto her, and ſatd 


Come mp deare childzen, and ſtand with your kfnſman the 
Noble Reynard. end with you come all the reſt of our ancient 
kamii , and be all petitioners to the Ring, that hee will doe to 
Neuhafcthe cqutie of his Laws and Ringdome. Then pe- 
ſentiy came fo2ih a world of other Beaſts, as the Squtrill, 
and the Ferret: fo2 theſe love Pullen as well as Reynard 
doth; Then tame the Otter and Pentecrote his wife, which 
J had almoſt fo:cotten.becauſe in fozmcr time they had taken 
fart with the Bear againſt the For, but now they dare 
not but cbep De me Rukenaw, fo2 thep ſtood in awe of her 

uiſboome and v2cati cl; e and with theſe came * 
: ether 


Of Reynard the Fox. 
her beaſts fo2 her ſake, and ſtood by Reynard. Then came 
alſo dame Acro and her two ſiſters, the d eaſel and Hermel 
the Ade the Bick, the water⸗Tat, and many others, toe 
number almoſt 0: an hundzed, and (003 by Rein with ſaci 
affe gion, as ik his trouble did cguiliy concern them. Ten 
ſai» the hae⸗Ape, Py L020 t c ki:g, now you may (ce that 
my kinſ man bath kriends which da e avow him, and we are 
pour true and {opal Subiects, which will never fail to do you 
Faithtn! ferotce, Therckoze let uz with one voice beg of pour 
Wajeſtie, that \cynard may have Juſtice, and if h be not 
adte to diſp20ve his ad erſarie, and clear the crimes imputed 
nge init him, let the Law paſſe, fo: wee will not murmure to 
feThis deftractior. 
„Thelllatd the Qucen to Rukenaw : Thus much J told 
inte his Maiell te ycſterday, but his anger was ſo great, bee 
woüw not give ear to me, Allo the Libera latd, Sir, von 
ting judge accoꝛding to witneſs:fo2 to be got erned by will is 
tyraynou z and ignoble. Then a ifwered the Ling, At is true 
afo2m med but the diſgrace done to my particular ſeif ii 
KyYv.ds death, and others infezmations robb'o we of patts 
ned that J. bad uo lei due to look back either to Layy, oꝛ rea⸗ 
fon: There toꝛe now let the Fox ſpeak bold y, aud ik he can 
nfflp-anaft himtelf ot the crime let) againſt him, A 
zall gladſy xeſtoʒe him his liberty, and the rather (c2 you his 
dear kriends ſake, whom J have ever found f ithkul an) 
Lopal. | Pot 4s'r 21 
O iow infinitely glad was the Fox when her heard thiſe 
4020s, and ſat? i.1 himſelf, Thanks my noble Aunt a tödu⸗ 
ſand times, thou haſt put me new bloſſoms on mp v2y'3Ro- 
ſes, and ſet inc in afetr path to!fbertic, 'J have one 009) f. t 
to dance on: an) J deubt not bit to uſe my Art of did im 11 as 
tion ſo bꝛavely, that this dey hall be remembye>ſo2 my renown 
and Lidoꝛzy. | 


he pleaſant Hiſtorie 
CHAI. 21. 
How Rejnard excuſed himſelt of Kaywards death, and all other 
imputations ; got the Kir gs favour, and made 
relation ot certain Jewels. 


Hen ſpake Reynard the For to the King, and ſaid; Alas 
overeign Lozd., what is that you ſato > Is gad Kay- 

ward the Pare dead O where is then Bellin the Ram, oz 
what did he bing to your Pajefffe at his return - Foz it is 
certain I delivered him thzre rich and fneftimable Jewels, 3 
would not foz the wealth of India they ſhould bee dctained - 
from you: the chicf of them J directed to pou my Lo3d the 
King, the other two to my ſovereign Lady the Queen. 
But (ſaid the King) Jrecetved nothing but the Bead of pz 
murdered Kayward , oz which J executed the Ram, having 
confeſt the ded to be done by his advice and counſel, As 
this truth (ſaid the Fox), then wo is me that ever J = 
| n, 
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bozn, fo2 there are loft the goodlieſt Jewels that ever were in 
the poſſeCion of any Prince living: would J had died when 
vou were thus defrauded, Foz J know it will be the death ot 
mp ite, noꝛ will thee ever hencekozth efteem me, When ſai 
the ſhx-Ape-: Dear Nephew, why ſhould you ſoꝛrow thus fo; 
tranſitorte weaith > Let them go, onely diſcourſe what man- 
ner of Jewels they were, it may be we ſhall finde them a⸗ 
gain: If not, the Pagictan P. Alkarin thall labour his boks, 
an) ſcarch all the coꝛners of the earth, Beſides, whoſoe er 
deteins them, all be cur in all Pariſhes, till he reſtoꝛe t hem 
to the Kiiigs P jeſtie. O Aunt ( ſaid the Fox) do not 
perſwaze your ſelf ſo , foy whoſo2ver hath them will not re⸗ 
ſtoze them to gain an Empire, they are ſo goodly and pꝛeti⸗ 
ou 3: pet your woꝛds do ſo:nething appeaſe me. But whom 
(all we truſt in this cozrupt age, when even lan aitie it [elf 
w:lks maskt and miftaken And then fetching a deep ſigh, 
with which he gujlded his diſſimulation, he pꝛoceeded en and 
ſat, Hearken all you of my ſtock and lineage, foz A will here 
diſcover what theſe rich Jewels were, of which both Jam 
the ing are defrauded, Lhe firft of them (and which indeed 
I intended to his majcftte) was a Ring of fine and pare gold, 
and within this Ring next the finger, were engraven Letters 
enamellep with Azure and Sablee, conteining thzee Hebzew 
names. Foz mp owa part J could nefther read no2 ſpall 
them, but P. Abeion of Trece, the excellent linenift, who 
knoweth the nature of all manner of Yearbs, Beaſts, and 
Pinerals, to this famous Jew J ſhewed the Ring once, 
and he aſtured me, that they were thoſe thꝛee Names which 
Seth bꝛought out of Pazavfce, when he bzought to his. Father 
Adam tht Opl of Percie. And whoſozver (ll wear theſe 
thzee Names about him, ſhall never be hart by Thunder oꝛ 
Lightniag , neither Wall any Witchcraft have power ocer 
him: Mee ſhall not bee tempted to do any ſinn, neither ſhall 
heat oꝛ cold ever annop him. Wpon the topof the Ring was 
encaſt a moſt pzecious S tone of thz ſeveral colours; The 
firſt lik rev Chzyſtal, and glittering like fire, and that with 
cach bzightneſs, that ff one had _— to journey by night, 
Y 2 the 
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Eytthe relation 
which che Fox 
mad ci the 
Jewels, and 
thei: ſcveia 
virtue ard fi- 
ches, is ſhewed 
the policy of 
the wicked, 
Which are ever 
prepared of 
holte baits 
which they 
krow wil ſoo 
net cetch tlc 
minds them 
ey ate 10 
intenge. as 

u calth hea'th, 
h5:.0ir & vir- 
tue, all which 
be lo ged in 
thoſe ſewe's. 
As for he ſto 
ties con cine d 
in tier, he 
Fox deth mo- 
1aliz „them ; 
himſelf, lic W- | 
ing in them 
ſcverally, the 
imputations 

he wauld have 
the Lion b THE 
know ro be in Pry 2 T. l a 
eee the light thereof wes ſo great as that at Noon day. The o. 
net examp'®* ther colcur wes white and clear, as ik it ha) been burnithed ; 


are ever more ; h 
bitter, and Ad the virtue of it was to cure any b emith, 62 ſozeneſſe in 
work more in the c ies, oꝛ arp part of the boy: Alſo (by ſtroking the place 
me mind-50 prxtevecy therewit hall) it pꝛeſently cured all manner of fwel- 


the hearts, lings, headache, oz ary ſickneſſe whatſoeter ; Whether it 


7 


ti en any vio- were 
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were tenome, weakneſſe of ſtomach, chollick, ſtone, ſtrangu⸗ lent ſpeechor 
lion, Fiſlula, oz Tanker, cither outwardly applied as afoze- —_— 
ſhewed, oz ia wardly by ſterping the ſtone in water, an? then zy the one. 
dzinking thy la me. The laſt colour was green like graſſe mixt ting of his and 
with a few ſmall ſpots of purple: and the learned affirmed his Fathers 
fo2 truth, that whoſoever wears this ſtone about him, could eee is 
never be vanquicht by his enemies; and that no creature, were — Bo 
he never ſo ſtro1g and hardy, but would pield nuto him, and he ion pf offen- 
would be vido2 dap and night in all places. Again, ag ſar ders, which to 
as one bo2e it faſting, into what company ſoever he chanced | 4p pre- 
(and be his woꝛſt enemies) yet ſhoul? he be of them inf nitly 5 . qars 
belove> noꝛ ſhould any anger 02 i! turn be remembꝛed: Allo heir go 
ti one ſhoul) be naked in a vaſt wild field, agataft an hundzed geecs p ait not 
armed enemies, pet coul) not his hecrt fail him, but he ſo ouch for 
ſhould come off with ho:102 and vidozy: onely he muſt be No- 1 memory of 
ly bꝛed, and of o c}ur:ith diſpoltion; fo2 the King gave no . * = 
virtue to any which waz not a true Gentleman. Now all beg anew re- 
theſe virtues co ſidered, J thought my ſelk unwozthie to ward*rhough 
kzp it: and therefoze I ſent it to pou my Loz5 the King, 1 ha; bin re- 
knowing you to be the excellen of all creatures li ing, and! ivofcen 


Hou : | id far ; 
one on whom all our libes depend, and there los e fitteſt to be ap eff i _ 
gtiarded with ſo rich Jewel. | tave ever a 


This Ring J found in my Fathers treaſure, and ig the-cender fee ing, 
lame place alſo J founda Conv, and a giaſe-Pirrour,whic , a il $001 
my wife deſired ol int:they were Jewels of creat wonder, and e nem. 

anmiration : theſe were ſent fo mp Laie the Auen, becauſe bi ance of any 
of her grace and mercie extended towards me: To ſpeak ol the good turas 16+ 
Combe ; ic ca1ncycr be too much pꝛaiſed foz it was made of cewedh fit 
the vone ola noble b:at ramed Panchera,whichliveth between 4% 
the reater India an? earthly Paradiſe: he is ſo goodly and fair qm 3 
oi colour, that there is nd beautiful coder under heaven but 
ſoine tplendoz thereof appears in him: aiſo the ſincli of 
him is ſo delitately ſwcet and wholſo n, that the very ſavour 
cur eth all infirmittes, and fox his excelleat beauty and rate 
our , all other beaſts attend and follow him, fox he is the 
Pyyltcian-to all their fickneffes, Then pan her hath one 
fair bonne bꝛo ad and thin, which whaouſei ver this beaft is 

3 | lain, 


The pleaſant Hiſtoric 
vain, au the virtues of the whole Beaſt do ref in that bone, 
Which can never be b2oken, neither ever rot,conſume o) periſh, 


either by fire, later, oꝛ other violence: pct it is ſo light, a ſmal 
feather map poiſe it: the ſmell of it hath that virtue, that 
wholoerer ſcents it, taketh delight in no other ſmell whatſo⸗ 
ever, and thep are pzeſently eaſed of all manner of diſeaſes 
= infirmities ; and the heart fs chearful and merry ever 
alter. 3 

This combe is poliſhed like unto fine filver, and the teeth 
of it be ſmal and ſtreight, and between the great teeth and 
the ſmall, in a large field oz ſpace, there is graven many an 
Imago ſubtflly made, and cunningly enamelled about with 
fine gold: the field is checked with Sables and titer, am 
enamelled with Epboꝛ and Azure : and therein is contained 
the ſteꝛy how Venus, Juno, and Pallas ſfreve fo2 the golden Ball 
in the mountain Ida, and hob it was put ts Pari:, to give it to 
the fatreft of them, 

Paris at that time was a Shpherd, and kept his ao 
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with Oenon on that hill, and as ſan as he had receib'd the 
Ball, Juno pꝛomis d, if he would beſtow it on her ſhe would 
make him the ric heſt man in the wozlv. Pallas ſai d, That ſhe 
might have it, to make him the wileſt man in the woꝛzld, and 
the moſt foztunate againſt his enemies. But when Venus 
ſafd, What needft thou wealth, wilo om oꝛ valeur? Art thou 
not P. iamus ſoy, and He&ors bzother, which have all Afia 
under their power > Art thou not one of the heirs of mighty 
Troy? come give me the Ball, and A will give thee the goove 
lfeft treaſure of the wozld, and that ſhall be the faircft Lady 
bzeathing ; ſhe, whoſe lfke no Sun ſhall ever again behold : 
ſo ſhalt thou be ric n riches, and climbe above all in glo⸗ 
ry: that's the wealfY none can praiſe too much, ſince beauty 
is that heavenly Elixar, which turns all things in man to joy 
and contentment. 

Mhen Pacis heard this, he doſired to know the Lade; and 
Venus ſafd, It is Hellen of Greece, the wife of King Mene - 
laus ; ſhe that is th: Jem ot the wo2lv, the treaſureof beauty, 
and the glozy of alt eies which did behold her: then pꝛeſentiy 
Paris gave her the Ball, and confirm'd her fatrer then the other 
Goddeſles. Then another place was figured how be won Hel- 
ler, bzougt her to Troy, the ſolenmitte at the marriage, the 
honour at the triumphs, and all things elſe contein d in that 
large f02y, | | 

Now foz the Glaſte⸗mirroꝛ, it was not infertoy to either of 
the other: foz the glalle which ſtod thereon was of ſad) t fr: - 
tue that men might ſee and pertei se therein whatſoever was 
done wit hin a mile thereof, whether it were the actions ol men, 
oz beaſt, oꝛ any thrig elſe the owner ould deſire to know , 
au3 whatſoever butſeazed therein, if he had any matady whats . 
ſoever, it was pzeſently:carev, Sv great were the rtrtaes 
of this rars Glaſſe, that wonder not if A ſhed tears to think of 
the loſſe: .foz the wad in which this giafſe food, was light - 
aud faſt, aud is callen Oacine, it will laſt eder: foꝛ wems, 
duſt, wet, noz time can conſume it: and therofoze King Solo- 
mon ſaled his Temple with the ſame: the vn ur exceeded far 
the, value of gold, it is like to the wad Habcnus; Ar Bing 

: | camparr . 
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55 be 10 lebt t thermet dbahifin 
10 oh bg e die was made with 
fu 0 0 ih of nes ke} ik hee pleaſed, he 
would x | 10 intles in lefſe then an hour; 
bid w f Ades the Aings ton; who not 
| | ie Pouns und lutte ltapt _ 
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the Boyfe, and p22cſeu.tp Crampait turning a pin that ſtu 
in the byeſt of th: Engize, moved, an) went out of the Palace 
threugh the windows, and inthe firſt mia ute he was cone 
at leaſt ten mile. Clamades was much affrichted at the won: 
der an 11n:66a95 (as the ſtorie ſai ) that he ſhou!3 never 
have returne2 beck again: but of his long journey, much 
fear, great trouble, and infinite joy, when he had learned to 
manage and gcv:rn the woven beaff. J leate to ſpeak fo 
tedfouſnef3 ſake, onely the high virtue of all iſſued from the 
wo, 

Df this w3d the Glaſle⸗caſe was made, being larger then 
the GlaTe by halt a foot an) moꝛe ſquare, upon which verge 
was decyph2eo divers many ſtrange Biſtories, in Gold, in W.. 
rer, in Sables, Yellow, Azure and Cynope: and theſe co:ourg 
were very curiouſly wought and interlato together, and un⸗ 
der each Piſtory the woꝛds ſs engravten and enamelled, that 
any man might read the whole Stozp 2 believe it, the wol 
never p2oduce>a thingof a greater worth, luſtre, oꝛ pleaſure In 

the upper part thereot ſtod a Yozfe in his naturall gloꝛp, fat, 
fair, and ſiery, which bzaved a ſtately Hart whith ran beloꝛe 
him: but ſing he could not overtake this Hart in \wiftncſs, 
at which he infinitety viſoained, he went to a Veardfman 
ſtanding by, and told him, if he would help him to take a 
Part which he would wew bim, he could have all the p2ofit 
of the conqueſt, as the hoznes, skin, and fleſh: Then tho 
Heardiman asked him what meanes he ſhould uſe to get him: 
the Yozſe ſaid, mount upon mp back, and J will bear thee 
after him, till with. tyring we take him. The heardlman 
took his offer, and beſtriding the Yotſe, followed the Dear: 
but he ſled away ſs faft, and got ſo much ground of the Yozſe, 
that with much labour the Yozſe grew weary, and he bade 
the Heardlman light, to he would reſt himſelf awhile. But 
the Heardlman ſajo ; J have a bꝛidle on thy head, and ſpurts 
on my herbe, zherefoze know thou art now my ſeyvant, 
neither will J part with the, but govern the as ſems beft 
to my pleafure, Thus the Hozſe bzought himſelf into th:a!- 
dome, any was taken in 3 own net ke no m— 
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heth- a crefticr adverſarp then his own enip, and many - 
which tabour the hart of others ill fall upon their own rus 
ines. 

In another part was fi gured an Alle and an Hound, which 
were both the ſer van ts ofa rich mar, This men loved his 
Pound excœdinely, ano woul v oft plop with him, and ſuffer 
the dog to taun and leep upon him, en row and then to 
lick him about the mouth. Row when Bavldw:n the Alle 
ſaw this, he began toen!y the Hound, an? ſat), Whet ſes 
my Peter in tiis foul Youmd, that he fuXcrs him t' a3 to 
leap upon him, end kille him > Jſee ro P2ofitable ſervice he 
doth tim. I :abcur, bear and d28%%, ana do move ſervice in 
one week, then the dog and his whole kind are able todo 
in a pear, and pct hate I nct the tyt he of his favours: (02 hee 
ſitteth by his trer.chec, ects the fat of his meat, and lies 
on Carpets and pillows: when I that do all, am fed onely 
with Nctties and Thiſties ; well JA will no longer indure it, 
but J will up to have my Lo2bs favour.as much as the 
Heu it not in greater meaſure, Anon the Paſter of the 
{gcame home; and the Alle lifting up his tail, leapt with 
a kert on his ſnouldere, and bꝛaping and grinning, and 
put kozth his mouth to kite htm, and nſed ſuch rude unman- 
nerly adiors, that he rub'd an the skin from his Maſters 


eares, and al moſt overthꝛe w him ils that the man was foꝛced 


ta try cut help, help, fo: this Aſſs will kill me. Then came in 
his ler bants with ſtaves, and beat the Alle ſo excœdingty, that 
he was almoſt ain: which doe, he re tur ned to his ſtall a- 
gain: and was an Alle ag he was befoze., In the ſame max: 
ner they which do envy and ſpight ot others welfare, if they 
receive the ſame reward, it is nothing moze then is due to 
their merit: foꝛ an Ade is an Alle, and was boꝛn to cat Thi⸗ 
ffles: and where Aſſes govern, there oꝛder is never obſerved, 
fo; they have no eye either on this ſive, oz beyo nd their own 
pꝛivate p2ofit : yet ſometimes thep are aduanced, the moze is 
the pitty. 

Ja another part was figured the @to2y, how my Father 
and Tybert the Cat travailed together, and had ſwozn by — N 

troat 
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troath, that reit her fo2 love noꝛ hate they weuld depart one 
from the other: but it happened on a time, they ſaw Hu ters 
coming over the fields with a Bennen of Bounds, from 
which they lled apece, fo2 their lives were in danger, Then 
ſaid the Fox, 1ybert, whithcr ſhall we flie: foz the Hunters 
have cſpicd us > ſoꝛ mine own part I have a thouſand wiles to 
cſcape? them. and as long as we abi de together, we ſhall not 
need to fear them, But the Cat began to ſigh, and was exceed: 
ingly afraid, and (:f2, Reynard, what needs many woꝛde : J 
have but ore wile, and that muſt help me, and fozt hwith he 
ciambered ap to the top af a high Tre, where he lurk ' d 7- 
mon: ſt the leaves that neither Puntſman noꝛ Youn»>s could 
hurt him, and left my Father to abi de the whole hazard, lez the 
whole Nennen purſucd him, hoꝛns and hallows ecchoing acter 
him: kill the Fox, Kill the Fox. 

This when 1 yber: ſaw, he mocked mp Father: and ſald: 
New Coufin Reynard, it is time to let looſe all ycur wiles foy 
ik pour wit fail you J fear your whole body Hill periſh, This 
my at her heering from him he moſt truſted, and being then 
in the height of purſuit weazied, and almoſt ſpent, his 
male ſᷣ ip ſrom his ſhoulders, to make himſelf ſo m er, 
pet au avai:ed not, fo? the Hounds were ſo ſwift they hav 
caught him, had he not by chance eſpiedaho'e, ia to which he 
entred, and eſcap d the Younds and Yuntſmen, Thus vcu 
may ſce the falſe ſaith of the Cat, whoſe like there be many 
living at this time. and though this might well cxcuſe me from 
loving the Cat, yet my ſeu!ls health and charity binds me to 
the contrary, and J wiſh him no hurt, though his miskoztunes 
Gali never be grtevous to me: not ſo much fo2 hatred, as the 
28 his injurtes, which often contends agai.ſt my 
reaton, 

Alſo in that Mprc62 ſtands another Hiſtozy of the Wolf, 
how on a tiine he tound upon a Heath a dead Hoꝛſe, whore 
fleſh bei g caten away. he was ſain to gnaw and der eur the 
bones, which he did with fuch greedincſs, that ſwallowic g 
them ts haſtily down, one fell ſo croſſe his throat, that he 
Vas al moſt choa d, and TOY d withlife : whereupon 

2 he 
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he ſought every place foꝛ the cu:minge ft Surgions Pomifing 
the n great gifts to caſe his tozments: but having loſt much 

labour, in the end he met {#th the Crane, and beſought him 

with his long neck and bill ts help him, and he would hig!.- 

ly reward him. The Crane græ dy of gain, put in his lea 

into the TWolfs rh2oit, and b2aought out the Bone, The 
Wolf ſtarted at the pull, and cried out alond, thou hurt'ft me, 

but J do 7026ive thee. pet do it not acain J charge thee, foz 

at anothers hands, J would not bear it: then the Crane 

ſai2: Dir Iicgrim, go and be frolick,. foz you are whole, J 

look fo2 no moze but the reward pou pꝛemiſed mee : Pow 
(ſato the Wolf ) what impudente ts this > J ſuffer and habe 
cauſe to complain, pet he will be rewarded, her will rot ſo 

much as thank me fo? his life, but fo:gets that his head was 

in my mouth, and how I ſaffered dim to dꝛaw it out again 

without hurting; albeit he put me to exceding much pain: 

J ſuppoſe it is JI which veſerve the rew#rd, and not the 
Crane, 

Thus you map [- the faſhion of mgratefull men in theſe 
days, however they reward govd with evill : fo2 where as 
mi de is exalted, there honour is ever lat fn the duft. There 
be a woꝛlo which ought to reward, and do good to thoſe that 
habe ad vanc d them, which now tomplein, and make thoſe 
- adva::cefnents injuries, but the gucrꝛon will follow : fo? it is 
the wiſeft counſatl, that whbſoever Will go about to c haſtiſe 
another, f ould ever de ſure of his own cleareneſs, All this, 
and a woꝛld moꝛe then Jem well remember, was curfouſlp 
w2ought dn this Glaſs : fo the wozk-maſter thereof was the 
cumingeft and pofoundeft Clark in all Sctientes that ever 
breathed, Am becauſe the Jewels were tw good and pꝛecious 
foꝛ me to kep, therfoze J ſent them to the uing « Queens Ma. 
jeſties as a Pzefent, to witneſs my faith and fervfce : O her 
that had ſ&#n what ſozrow my Chilyzen made when A ſent the 
Gloſs away! would have wondzev; foz by reaſon of the creat 
vertue therein, they oft gazed in the ſame; both te behbiv 
th:mſe!vs, and to ſee how theit cloxthing and apparell beeame 


them, 
: Little 
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Little did I then imagine that god Kyward Was ſo nere 
his death, fo: then but himſeif, and Bellin the Ram, J knew 
no meſſeriger woꝛthy to carry ſo rich a pꝛeſent. But J will 
ſearch the whore world, but J will find the murtherer, foz 
murther cannot be hfz, It my be he is in this pꝛeſence 
which knows what is b: come of Kywaid, albeft he do con⸗ 
ceal it; foꝛ many devi.s walk like Saints. Pet the greateſt 
wonder et all is ( which troubled me moſt, ) that my Loꝛd the 
LKti.ig ſhould ſay, that my Father, noꝛ myſelf, e ver df> good. 
But the troubles of affaires may well bze2 foꝛget ſullneſs ia 
Kings, otherwiſe your Majeſty might call to mind how 
when the King your Father lived, and you were a Pꝛince not 
t bove two peares old: Pp Father came from the School at 
Moun: pelio-, where he has ſtudied five pears the Art of Phys 
ſick, and was cxpert in all the pꝛincipiles thercof;and fo famous 
in thoſe days, that he w02e cloathes of Silk and a Golden 
Girdle. Now then he was come to the Court hee found the 
Ning in great extremity of ſickneſs, ( which was no little griet 
1..tohim, foꝛ he loved the King meft deerly) and the Kirg 
rejoiced at his ſight, and would rot ſuffer him to be out of his 

eſence. All others might walk whither they would, oneip p 

& maſt ever bener him Then ſaid your Father, Reynard 

Jam exceeving ſick, and J fal my licknefs increaſing. 
Py Father anſwered; my Lozd, here is a Uriaall, make 
water therein, and as ſoon as I behold your ſtate, à will give 
mineoptnfon, The King did an he wazad{iſed (fo? he tru- 

ſted not any equall vith him. Then ſai my Father, Py beit 

Lo3?, if pou will be eaſed of pour cricf, you muſt needs eat the 
Liquor ofa Molt of ſeven yeares old, oz eile your diſeaſe is 

incurable, 

The Melt at that time ſtoo) by your Father, but ſaf5 
nothing: whereupon the King laid, Sir 1{cer in, pou heare 
how there is nothing which can cure mee but pour Liquoz, 
The Wolf rep'ied: not ſo my Led, ſoz J am not yet full 
five yearcs old. Jt is no matter ( anſwered my Father) let 
him be opened and when A fee the Liquoꝛ, J will teil pou if it 
be medicinable: Then was the Melk carried to the Kit- 
23 chin, 
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- Ehin, and his Liquo? taken out, which the King did cat, + was 
pꝛeſentlp cured cf his ſickneſs, Then the King thanked my 
Father and commanded all tis Su3jecs on pain of death, 
from thencefo2th to cal him Maſter Reynard. Do ye above 
Hill about the Ring, walking by his ſide, aid was truſted in 
all tki:cs end the King cave hi n( fo; an ho.cour ) a Garland 
of Roſer, which he ruſt ever wear upon his head. But theſe 
remembꝛanccs are all loft and cone, and his enemtes are now 
one'p adtanced, vertue is put back, and Innocence lit es in 
ſozrow: fo2 when baſcneſs and covetouſneſs are made Com- 
mandcrs thep ncit her know themſelvs, noz look 7t th: tow- 
neſs from whente they are riſen. They have no hearts fo? pit- 
ty, roꝛ ears fo2 py paꝛ mans cauſe. Cold is the go e they run to, 
and gifts the cod which they wo2thip, What crcat mans 
Grte.doth not lok upen Corctouſaeſs > where is not flattirp 
entertained, and what Pꝛince takes hate at Lis on pꝛaiſts: 
But Mould orcatncſs ned their honcft ſcr: fce, well wight 
they flarve cre thep could gain that implopment: Fox like 
Mol vs, they had rather ſ& th: ir Paſters dys, then lend them 
the leaſt part of their Liquoz 
This my Loꝛd vas an accident which fell in pour youth, 
and you may well foꝛgct it: Yet ( without boaſting) J my 
ſelf may ſay, I have done to you both honour and ſervice, and 
yon haply alſo foꝛget this which J ſhall repcat, which A row A 
do not to upbꝛaid your Pajeſty, fo2 you are exer worthy of 
mo2e then J can tender, and my uttermoſt i; but the rent of a 
lopall Subject, which Jam eber bound by the lawes of God 
and nature to perłozm. 
So it was, that on atime lſegrim the Wolf, and J had got - 

ten a Swine under us, and by rcaſon of his extreame low 
crying, we were compelled to bite him to death. At which 
time your ſelf came out of a Gꝛove unto us, and ſeluted us 
kriendly, ſaping: That you and the Qcen your wiſe which 
tame after you, were both excœ ding hungry, and intreate3 us 
to give you part of cur getting: [ſegrim then whiſpered ia 
ſuch manner, that none could undcrftand him. but J ſpake out 
aloud: With all mp heart my L032, ad were it better then 
it 
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it is, it were to mean koꝛ pour ſcrij:e, But Iſegrim accogs 
ding to his wont departed grumbling, and tak taif of the 
©O wine, gt:fng you and the Nen but one paz quarter, tte 
other he himſelf unmannerly devcurcd, and left me foꝛ my 
Gare but paz alf of the Luigs, When ycur Pazefty had 
eaten your part, you wcre-ftiil hungrp, but the Wolf would 
del tver none: ſo that you reach d him a blow with ror kæt, 
which toze ali the skin from about his cares, ſo that he ran 
aw-y cryi- gang howitng with extremity, But you Pa- 
jeſtie commanded him to return again ſpœdilp, and bzing 
you moze meat, but he went away grumbline. Then JI bes 
ſought pow P.ije0y, that I might co with him: and J well 
remember your anſwer, So away we went together, his 
eares de ppiug blood all the way as he went: In the end we 
tok a Cut, and when your Pajefly ſaw us bzing it, peu 
laughed, and ſai) to me, J wazaſwitt Huntſman, and could 
five my game quickly, an? therefoze J was fit to ſerve in 
ti me ofncceſiftic: Then you bade me to diride tt, and J di 
it; and ge ve one half thereof to pour Pajcftp, the other half to 
the Nuxn: Asfo2 tze P:1ggets, Liver, Lungs aud all the 
inwards, A ſentthem to the young P2inces pour Childꝛen: 
As f0z the hea> A gave it to liegrim the Wolf, and tok un⸗ 
to my ſelt but the feet onely. Then let) pour Pajefty, ha 
Rey na d, who taught pou to make theſe courteous biriũ on: 2 
Pp Koꝛzd (art wered J) that did this Pꝛieſt which ſits here 
with his blodlp pate: foꝛ he loft his s kin ſoʒ his to much in⸗ 
equality, and fez his covetouſneſs hath reap'd nothing but 
ſhame and diſho!tour. But it matters not, foz there be many 
Mo rs in theſe days, that would even eat up their beſt friends 
and kindzꝛed: Nay it they had power, even pour Pajeſty alſo, 
fo2 they make no reſpec cither of friend oꝛ enemy, But woe 
to that Common ⸗weal th where ſuch have the upper hand and 
gover ment. , 
y oracious Loꝛd, this and many ſuch like adfons as this 
hace A done foꝛ your Pajeſty, which were it not fo2 tedfouſ- 
neſe ſake, I could well repeat, But they are all now caſt out 
of your remembzance, but time and my loyalty J hope wall 
one 
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ce day cgain recall them. J have ſ:en the day when no mat⸗ 
ter was ãniched in t he Court without my advice and cenſure, 
though now that Juagment is net ſo reputed: pct it map be, 
the fame reputation may fpzing up agein, and be be:ieved as 
firmely as befoze, as long as it ſwerves rot from Juſtice, 
which is the onely thing Jaim at. Fo? ik any one can charge 
me other wile and x20ve it by witnefs, here J ſtand to in2ure 
the uttermoſt the Law can inflia upon me: But if malice 
onely flander me without witneſs, J crave the combate ecco2- 
ding to the Law and inſtance of the Court. Then ſaid the 
King, Re ynard,you ſay well; no know A any thing moze of 
Kywards death, then the bzinging of his head uato me bp Bel- 
lin the Ram; there foꝛe of it J here acq::it you, Pp dear 1 o 
( ſaid the Fer ) hambip thank vou: pet is his death lo griet- 
ous unto me, I tannot let it paſs fo eaſie: I remember mp 
heart was heavy at his departure, and J was ready to ſink to 
the ground, which was a certain pꝛeſage of the loſſe which 
happened, 

Theſe wozds, and the ſad loksof the Fox, ſo amazed all 
the beholders, that they could not chuſe but believe all that he 
uttered, ſo thet evcrp one bemoan d his loſs, and pittied his 
fozrow, But the King and Neen were moſt touched with the 
ſame, and then iatreated him tbat he would make ditigent 
ſearch fo2 the finding of them out, fo} his Naiſes had firicken 
them far in love with the Jewels © And becauſe he told them, 
he had ſent thoſe Jewels unto them ( t hough they rever ſaw 
them) pet they gave him as great thanks, as if they had been 
in thetr ſafe poſſeſſion, and deſired him he would be a meanes 
thep might de reſtozed to them again. 


CCC 


——— IIIa 


— — 


of Reynard the Fox. 
ard made hi peace wich | 
How R the Wolfcomplained of — 25 w 1ſcgrim 


Ib littte meant to perfoam what they intreated 


Is 


Or — 


1 
* 
18 
© A 
| + * , = 2 2 
—— — 5 * — 
= 
/ - Sy . — e * 4 * * 
8 . OY —— a 
— 


- . . * 
* Wen OS 
2 x ” 
<> pens 2 — 
— 2 wy; 1 — oo : 
? — 
5 K 


A 
2 
2 
— 
A 


& ft af ® 


I he Pleaſant Hiſtory 


pet hs thanked the Ming and Quten fo2 the confozts they 
gave him in his great extremitie , vowing not to reſt neither 
night no2 dap, but to ſearch al the cozners of the earth till he 
had fcund what was became. of thofe Jewels: alſe intreat⸗ 
ing bis, Paicſlie, that if they ſhould be concealed in ſud} pla⸗ 
ces where he might be withft@d by foxce, ſo as neither his 
p2epers noz Power might attain unto them, that then 
his Yichneſſe would aſliſt him: both becauſe it was an oc⸗ 
caſion which concerned him nearly, as alſo ati ing required 
from his Office, being an Act of perfect Juſtice, to pu⸗ 
niſh thcſe and murther , both which were conteined in this 
aaton. . . 7 , 
Then the ing and wered him, that ſo ſan as if ſheuld be 
known where they were, no help oz aſſiſtance ſhould be 
Wanting. The For gare the King humble thanks, fo2 
now he had gotten all his purpoſes to the wiſhed end he expect- 
ed, and by his falſe tale and flatterie, had ſo faſtned the King 
unto him, that now he might go freely whither he pleaſed, 
and none cheuld dare to complain upon him: onelp 1{cgrim 
the Wolf ſtood all this while infinitely diſpleaſed, and not a- 
ble to contein his anger any longer; he ſe id, O my Lo2d the 
King | ts it poſſible pour Pajeſtie ſhould be ſo much ch ildiſh 
07 weak of beltef, as to fix peur truſt upon the falſhod of 
this ever⸗deteibing merchant , which hath nothing but ſha⸗ 
bows and Chymera's wherewith to inchantyou > O be not 
ſo eaſily ſeduced, he is a wetchall covered and beſmeared with 
murther and treaſon, and even to your own face hath made a 
ſcoffe of your Pajeſtie. Foꝛ mp ovn part J am glad hee is 
here in your p3efence, and J intend to ring him ſuch a peal of 
contra nature, that all the lies he can invent, ſhall not bear 
him away with ſafety. . 

Do it is ( my dꝛead L02D ) that this diſembling and falſe 
Treito2 not long ſince did betraie my wife moſt ſhamefully : 
fo2 it hap:ied-upan a a Minters day, that they two tracelled 
toget her though a pery great water, and he perlwaded my 
wife that he would teach her a ſingular Art how to catch ſiſh 


with her tail, by letting it hang angle-wiſe in the water a 
x h god 
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good while: whereuntohefaia, there would ſo much iich in⸗ 
ſtantl p cleave, that hall a dozen of them ſhould not be able 40 
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devour it. The ſillip fool my wife ( ſuppoling all to be truth 
which come from him) went peſently into the mite up to 
the belly betoze ſhe came to t he 1 and coming inte the 

2 depth 
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depth of the water ( as he direged bet) te hela her tail down 
am if-the water, expecting when there the fiſh ſhouls cleave 
to: but the weather being har and (refiie , am hee toon 
there ſolony, that her tail was frozen hard to the Ice, fo that 
all the face the han was net able fo pull it out 2: but when 
this lufiful vUlain beheld that , he p2eſently teapt upen her 
amd ra" iſhed her, in ſach beafily and ſhametul manner, that 
no modeſt ear is able to heat the odfouſneſſe of the aa ion. 
Py poꝛ Wife being diſarmed of all reſiftance, well might the 
ſhzink, cry, and feed upon the bzine of her own tears, but all 
to no purpoſe, the deed was done, and the villain trium- 
phed. This no impudence cen make himdepy, foz I came 
and took him in the adion. O how much jealouſie, griof, 
and fury aſſailꝰd me af that inſtant, J was even diſtraded to 
behold them: and cried, Reynard, villain what art thou do⸗ 
ing: but he ſeeing me ſo near appꝛoachin g, pꝛeſently leapt 
from her and ran his way: So J went unto her with much 
ſo220w and heavineſſe, having a wozlv of labour cre J could 
bꝛeak the Jce about her:and in deſpight of all mp cunr.tng.yet 
ſhe was compell'd to leave a picte of her te il behind her: and 
indeed we both efcaped hardly with our liver. Fc2 by reaſon 
of the great anguiſh ſhe indured, ſhe barked ſo loud, that the 
people of the next tillage roſe up.and came with ſaves, and 
bills, with flaics and Pitch-fozks, and the wives with 
their diſtaves; and ſofferce:y aſſaulted us; crying, kill, ktll, 
and ſlap, lap, that I was never in ſo deſperate a taking. One 
flave among the reſt, which was ttrong, and ſwift of foot, 
hurt us ſoze with a Pike⸗ſtaſfe, and had not the night be⸗ 
kriended us, wee had never eſcaped that danger. From hence 


we came ii to a field full of B2oms and Bꝛambles, where 


we hid us from t he fury ol our enemies. Thus mp Gzactous 
L 03d, vou have heard how this Traitoꝛ and murtherer hath 
uſed us, and againſt the ſame we crave the right of your Law 
and Auftſce, 


But Reynard anſwered, and ſatd, Af this were true, JI con- 


lade it would touch. me neat in honour and reputation: but 
Go-fozbid that ſuch a flaunder would bee pzoved again 


me: 


np, ; - 
wn 14 a ho; ani er. . 


reſped of | 
| was there pꝛcſentiy 
——— 
have ſatisfied twentie 
monly ſeen, that who all would hay 
neſſe ſeldom bzingeth any thing we 


lafen he r, £012 ſo inded wag | 
but to little Purpoſs ; fo; by reaſon of her weight J 
her 


Now whilſt this was in doing came Iſegrim, and ſ&ing ment, they care 
me ſo buſie about her » Churle4ike hee mogt vilely landerey not wha in- 


me, like a pꝛoſuſo Wittal, which takes delight to bee acccun; — they 
ted a Cuckold : but belteve it, my gracious L 02d, all was ſelves,as doth 


much revengement Againſt me; ſo that mo28 to eſchew his g. ne ring of 


£0, I reſpec not, truth ts my badge, and hath ever been the bat anvther 


h 
ox doubt made of mine allertion, J'aſke but eight dateg .. Ey tlie Foxes 
berty „that J map confer with np learned Cdunſei and Jexcule,isſhew.. 
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moze fifh 


ment; and thas 
to gala revege- 


o tothem. 


of all my Anceſtezs: and t there be any ſcrupis Till follows ie 


own alrea)y that he t5 a debauſht and almoſt noto⸗ 
rfous 
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can<alcare- tiotia villain ; falſe both to heaven and to your Pajeftie, and 
verything ith go his own woꝛds witneſe him a baſe Tanbercr of women: 
ge the tetoꝛe J toter my felf to the triai of his wile: it We actule 
The Foxes me let the wo2'd hold me guflty; prottaed ſhe may be made 
conremyt of ' free from het huaband, whole tpranry will compell her to ſap 
the Woll. any thing, though ever ſs uttjuſtiy. | 

ſhews tht , At tht s, tozth kept dame Arſewinde the Wolfs wife, and 
ice: latd; O iKeynacd, thou hatt ſoopliea ſmodth tongue, and fo 
ſiſts in allgta · Dipt in Catterp , that no nan is late from thine inchantment: 
cing the ad- it is not once, but oft thou haſt decei ved me; remember but 
verle Part: and ho thou didſt uſe me at the Mel with two buckets : which 
— in hanging at one coz, an) r ning though one pulley; which 
queſtion; by erer as one went down, the other went up: J remember 
which means how thou getting ink one ot them, ton l down to the bottom 
he may loſe his of the Mell, and there lateſt in great danger and pertl, ſo that 
Br anderedit. ran thither with great halte, and heard thee igh and make 
Wolfe falling great mone:thenasking thee how thon cameſt there? and thou 
into the weil. anſweredft me, that thou wert t here a fiſhing ;-and havft ſo 
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much fith, of which thoy hav eaten ſa many, that thy bells ſhewes the ef- 
waz ready to bzeak with ſwelling : then.J de bein 4 8 wow 
might come to ther; and thou ſatdf, Aunt, leap into that „er bei, — # 
bucket which hanyeth there, and thou wilt he preſently with any chinghome. - 
me: which J no looner dio, but (being much heavier then thy dur lofſe and 
lelt) J tell pꝛeſentty to the bottom of the Mell, and thom danger; and 
tameſt up to the tap: at which when J ſeemed to be angry, — 
thou ſaidſt; Aunt, this is but the falt ton ot the wozld : ever pines, ſo he 
as one comes up, another muſt go down; and fo ſaid, pou fecl no pain, 
leapt out of the bucket, and ran your wap, leaving mee appears by 
there all alone, where I remained a whole dap, pined with un _ _ 
hunger, and ſtar ved with cold; and ere J could get out from oy ry 
thence, recefying ſo many blows, that my lite was never in By thei: en. 
teatet danger, The Fexreplied; Aunt, though the firokeg crisg incoche 
ere painful unto you, yet J had rather pou ſhould have ®< Apes Care 
them then my ſelf ; ko you are ſtronger, and better able to — 
bear them, and at that time of neceſſity one. of us could not twixt — 
cſcape them: belides Aunt, I taught you wiſdom and expe: fance and raſh» 
rtence, that vou ſhould not truſt eit her friend oꝛ foe, when the "<6 andhoy 
matter be perfuades'to, fs the avoiding of his own perttl ; £224 words 


+ 


fo; nature teacheth ug to love our own welfare, and debe nd, 
which doth other hw iſe, is crowned with nothing but the title of and churl ff. 
folly, behaviour, 
Then ſaid dame Arſewinde to the Bing; I-befeech your Pas 
jeſtte, mark how this diſemblcr can blow with all winves, 
ang paint his miſchiets with falſe colours: a woꝛld of times 
hath he bzough me into theſe hazaras, MN.ice he batraid me 
to my Aunt the ſhee-Ape, where ere J eſcaped, J was fain ta 
leave one of mtae cars behind me: ik the For dare tell the 
trut hot the ffozy (fox I know bia memozic ta be much better: 
befives he is apt to catch advantage from the weakneſte of 
tangnage ) J peſire no hetter evi>ence agaiſt him. Then 
ſai) the For, willingly J wufll do it, aud without flatterp oꝛ 
lalſhood, aap'thereſoze A deſech your Mazel ie lend mo your 
1995 a certain time the Molt here came ta ma into the 
Wood, and complatied unto me that he was exceeding hun⸗ 
| ary, 
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ory, (pet never ſaw him fuller in my life ) but he woald ever 
diemble 2- af which pzeſently A took. Pity of him, and ſaio, 
J was aifoas hungry as he: ſoaway he went and trarelled 
half a dap together without finding any thing; then began he 
to whine and crie, and laid, he was able to go no further. 
Then hard by the fot of g Patho2n tre , we eſpied a hole all 
" £9*:exca over with Bramblee, and heard a great tuſutug there: 
in, but coulo not imat in toe cauſe why : then J deſired the 
Molt to go in and oon it any thing were there to p2ofit us, (foꝛ 
ſome thing J knew there was) then ſaid he; Couſin, J would 
not træp into the hole foꝛ a hundzed pounds, till J know cer- 
tainly what was therein, foy there may be danger: but it you 
pleaſe to attempt it, who I know hath both Art and wit to ſave 
your ſetf, J will tay here under this Tree till you return: but 
I beſech pou make haſte, and let me know what is therein as 
ſofas pou perceive it. : 
Behold mp d2zead Lo2» the King thus he hath made me poz 
ſiliy beaſt to go befo2e into the hazard „ and he who is great, 
ſtrong, and mighty, did abide without in peace, wherein J er⸗ 
pꝛeſt no little friendſhip, fo2 J would not endure the like dan⸗ 
ger foz a Bir gdom: but to pzoced , J entered into the hole, 
and found the way dark, long, and tedious: in the end J elpi⸗ 
ed à great licht, which came in on the further ſide of the hole, 
by which J ſaw there lying a great ſh&-Ape, with cies glim . 
mering and ſparkliag with fire, her mouth ſet round with 
long ſharp teeth, and on her hands and nails ſharp as an 
Elſin, oz Bobkin. J imagined her at firſt a Parmazin, oꝛ Ba⸗ 
bon, 62 elſe a Percat, fo2 a moze dꝛeadłul beaſt J never be⸗ 
held in all my lite time; and by her ſide lay divers of her chil 
dꝛen, which like her ſelfe were crael and ſterne of counte⸗ 
nance : when they ſaw me come towards them, they gaped 
wide with their months upon me, ſo that A grew amazed, 
and -wiſh'd my ſelf far from the harboz, But reſolving 
with my ſelf, that now J was in, J muff quit my ſelf as 
well as J could; J loked moꝛe conffantly upon her, and me 
thought ſhe appeared bigger then Iſegrim the Wolf, and the 
teaft of her mats much larger then my telt ( foz 4 fouler 
Py 11 company 
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company I never ſaw) they were all latd in foul litter, rot- 
ten and durtie with their owu pille, they were all daubed and 
clogged with their own dung, which ſtunk ſo filthie, that J 
was almoſt poiſoned with the \mcll. Fo2 mp own part J 
durſt not vut ſpeak them fair, and therefoze J ſaid, Aunt, 
God give pou mory good daies, and bleſſe pou and my Cots 
fins, pour pꝛettie thildzen: queſtionieſſe they are the fafreft 
of their ages that ever J beheld, and ſo ſurpaſſe in beautie and 
perfeaton, that thrp map well be accomited of moſt pꝛincely 
flae, A ru y Aunt, we are infiniteip beholden to you that both 
adde this increaſe and gloꝛie to pour familie. Foz mine own 
(dear Aunt ) when. J heard you were laid yown and de⸗ 
fvered, A cou.o not ſtap, but᷑ needs muſt tome and viſit-pouz 
Then replied the, Couſin Reynard, you are excceding wel- 
tome: pou have found me like a flint, but J thank pou foz 
pour kinde viſitation: you are a wozthie Gentleman. and 
(thozow the Kings Dominions ) fo; your wit and judge⸗ 
mei:t, held of iingu!ar reputation pou do muchhogour to 
our kleidzed and arc famous fo: the means pon woꝛk to thefr 
peterment: J muſt intreat pu to take the charge of mp 
chtlv2cn, and fnſtruct them in the rules of knowledge and ſcf- 
ence, that they ay know hereafter how to livs in the woꝛld. 
J have thought of pou ever ſince they were bozn, and reſol- 
ved upon this, Couſin. becauſe J knew pour perfedton, and 
that yon accompantfed your ſelf with none but the god and the 
virtuous, 7 7545 
O how gla> was J when J heard thoſe woꝛds to pꝛocees 
from her! which kindneſle was onely becauſe at firſt, caued 
ber Aunt, vo i deed was no foul kin onto mgz; foꝛ my true 
Aunt indeed is onely dame Ruk raw, which ſtandeth ponder: 
who f:1deev is mother of ertellent chi dien. Pet not⸗ 
withſtanding J anſwered this foul, mor ſter Aunt, mp lite 
and goods are both at pour ſervice, and what 4 can do foꝛ you 
night oz dug, Hall ever pe at your commandement and your 
chtivzens, Pet J moſt beartilp wicht my ſeit karre from 
them at that inſtant, to J was almoſt pojſoned with their 
ſtink. And J pitied lſegrim, who was ſoze griped with 
R hunger 
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hunger all this whi.c > an) ofering to take, my leave, and 
tail ing that my wife will think it long tfil my returne, 
She ſatd, Deer Coulin, you ſhall not deport till you Have ea⸗ 
ten ſomething, J chan take it mikindly if you offer it, then 
rofe {ee up, and carried mee into an inner Rum, where was 
cat ſtoꝛe of all binde ol Veriſon: both the Rev Deer, Fallow 
cer, any Rog + and great Xo2g ot Partridge, Phestent, 
and other Fowls.that J amazed much front whence tuch ſtoze 
of meat ſhouto come, Now when J had eaten ſufficiently, 
ſhe gave me a ſive and half a haunch ofa Piade, to carrie 
home to my Wife, weich J was aſhamed to take, but that 
tomdened me and fo taking my leave, and being intreated 
often to kfat her, J bid depart thente, much joled that J had 
ſped ſo wen. e . 5 
Now being come out of the Cauſep, J ſpied whereas 
Iſegrim lay groaning ptcifully, and J asked him how he ka⸗ 
red? He ſain, wondzous til, and ſo extreamly i, that (dear 
phe) without ſome meat J vie pꝛeſentiy: then dio J 
45 xaſſfoni on him, and gave him my wifes Loben, which 
\&(erved his lite, and fo2 which then he gave me a would of 
thanks, though now he hate me extreamip, But as ſoon as he 
had devoured up my Ueniſon, he ſajd, Reynard, mp dear 
Coufin, whaf fond von tn the hole? deltexe it J am now'moze 
hungrie then J was betoze, and this [mall mozſel hath but 
charpned my teeth to cat more, Then ſaid J to him, Untle, get 
yon into that hole, and you ſhall fir ſtoꝛe of vicuuals, foꝛ there 
licth my Aunt with her childꝛen:ik you can flatter and ſpeak 
her fair,youned fear no hard meaſure, all things win be as 
Ithink ( my gracious Lo2d ) thts was warning ſufficient, 
and that which might have armed any wiſe ſpirtt, but rude 
and barbarous beaſts will nerer underſtand wiſedom. And 
thcrefozethey loath the policies they know not, But pet he 
pꝛomtſed to follow my ceunſel: ſo fo:th,he went into that 
font winking hole, and found the Ape in that llt hie ſo2t as 
before J deſeribed, which when he law, (being aſtxighted) he 
cried out, Mo and alas, Jthink A am come into-bell : did 
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eber creature ſ& ſuch. fearſul gohlins > z0own them, foz 
ſhame dꝛown them they are ſo ugly, they are alle to ſcare the 
Divel, why they make mp hair ſtand an end with thetr Fo2- 
rid defo2mitic. Then ( ſat We ) Sir I'eprim, their creation 
is net mp fayit, ict it ſuffice, they are my childʒtu, and am 
the. Pothex, oz ought ;heir heautic. oz hard favour to dil. 
pleaſc ou: here Was a kinſemaji of theirs ig pap, and is but 
newlp veparted ,- who is well known to exceed pou both in 
birth, virtue and wildome, and he accounted them fair and 
lovely, foz pour opinion J care not: therefoze pou map de: 
part at pour plcafure, Then herepli'd (Dame) J would have 
pou know, that J would eat of your meat, it is much better 
beſtowed one mee, then on thoſe uclie Urchins, But ſhe told 
him, thc hav no meat: Pes (ſaid he) here is meat enough and 
with that, off ot ing to reach at t he meat, my Aunt ſtart up with 
her childzen, end ran at him with their Warpe naiies, and ſo 
clawed him, that the blod ran about his eares, and I haard 
him crie and ho wle ſo cxtreamily, that it appeared he had no 

defence, but to run out of the hole, as faſt as he could, Foz in⸗ 
ded he came out bot!) extreamip beaten, and extreamly bitten, 
and all his skin ſlaſht like a Spaniſh Jerkin: and one year left 
behind as a paune of his manners. 

This when J ſaw, J asked him it᷑ he had flattred ſuffici- 
ently⸗ and he ſaid he had ſpoken as he found feꝛ the Damme 
was i foule Bitch, and the Liter moſt ugly monſters, Then 
J told him, how he should have com mended their beauties, 
and take them ſoꝛ his beſt of alliance. And he rep.ied, he had 
rather have ſen them all hang d. Then (quath J) you muſt 
alwates recctve.ſuch reward as now you do, but: wilde mie 
would do otherwile, a. lic lomtimes as much ayatieth,. as 
à true tale: and fire woꝛds never come out of leaſon,and bet- 
ter then we, hold it foꝛ a rule woꝛthy Imitation. 
Thus mp 1,929, I hape told you ttu}y hom he c; ane by his 
red night ca = which It; 910 he chin e dare toYatie, 02 
aTis rus thoutayp add Iod, wn ty 
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— ny | 
fow Iſegrim profered his Glove to Keynard to fight with him, 
3* 4ghich Reynard accepted; and how Rakenaw adviſed the 
1 Eo how to carrie himielt in che fight. 


J He Wolf ant wered the Fox 3 J may well fozbear ( falfe 
1 "UfUain; as thou art) thy mocks and ſco2ns, but thine 
fajuries A will not. Yon ſap, J was almoſt oead foz hunger, 
wel pou helpt me in my nerd: but thou ifeft falſely therein, 
fo2 it was nothing but a Hare⸗ bone thou gaveſt me, when thou 
hadſt gnawed all t he meat thereof: and therefoze know in this 
thou inſureſt my reputation; again, thou accuſeſt me of trea- 
fon againſt the King, and to ont pire yt; Majeſties death, fo; 
certain treaſure thou ſaicft is in Hulterloe: alſo thou haſt 
abuſed and ſlandered my wife, which will ever be an fnfamie 
to her name, ik it be not revenges: theſe things conſiveres, A 
have fozbo2n pou long theretoꝛe now lok notto eſcape; wherce 
foze ſeing there is no other teſtimony but out ow: conſcien- 
tes here befo2e pou mp K oz the Lifng, and th: reſt of mp 
Noble L07s, frfenvs and ali*::ces, here J will affirm, and 
appꝛo ve to the le ſt dꝛop of my bod. thit thou R: Yard the 
Fox art a faiſe Craitoꝛ and a mu th. rer and this J will ap⸗ 
pꝛove and mak e eood upon thy bodie within the Lifts of the 
field bodie againſt bodie by which means our ſtrife ſhall habe 
an end; and ia witneſte whereof I caft ther here my Glove, 
which J dare thee to take up, t hat J map have right foꝛ mine 
inzurics, 02 elſe die like a Recreant, | 
ney ara was ſomthing perplexed when he ſaw this,foz he 
knew himſelf much to weak foꝛ the Molf, and krared to come 
by the worſt: but ſtraight remembꝛing the advantage he had, 
by reaſon the Molfs fo2c-ciaws were Pulled away, and that 
thep were not yet fully cured, he ſat5, Mhatſoe ver he be that 
faith J am a Traitoꝛ, oꝛ à murtherer,F ſay he lic th inhisthzoat, 
cſpecially lier im above all others:pooꝛ fol, thou bʒingeſt me 
to the place I deſtre, and to the purpoſe 3 wiſh oz in ſigne 
whercef J take up the gage, and thꝛow dolon mine, to appꝛove 
all tby wozds, lies and fal ſhoo g. The 
| a 
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the battel, commanding them to put in their luretie, that 
the next mozrow they ſhould try the combate:then ſtept fozth 
the Bear, and the Cat. a:id were ſureties foꝛ the Uolfe ; and 


ſoz the Fox were ſureties Grimbard the Brock, and 1 — 


This ald, the King received their pitdges, and admitted 0 
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AY _ ere finiſhed, the ſhe Ape take Rey- 
EIS — — — — I befccch you take care of vout 
he Wolf: felfe this batte, be bold and wiſe, ycur Unck'e taught 
clallaging : — — a pꝛaper of ſingular vertue, foz him which was to 
the Combat of 3 : and he lcarned it of that extellent Scholler end Clarke, 
mend che the Abbot of #udclo, and he that faſth this mayer vit he gad 
ſhewed the the N - | vercome in combat, and 
medneſſe of debotion faſi ing, hail netcr be over:o 
rage & fury c thetefoꝛe mp beſt Nephew be not a traid foꝛ to mozrow I will 
how negligent regd if ber to vou, and the Molfe ſhall never prevaiie againft 
ie is in, eb on. The Kor gave her mar p thanks foz her favours, and 
une , told ber hes quarrell was good and honeſt and ther fore he had 
Hazard, fo ic bt of his happy lucceſſe: ſo all that night he reſted with 
chic ib the MI ih ofotkes about him; who d2ave away the time ſrith 
ere. had diltourte But Dame Rukenaw his Aunt, fill beat 
The Foxes Plezu ant d to wozk him advantage in the combat. where⸗ 
ing of it het bꝛaine how to woꝛk him e 
leer hs fore the taufed all his hafre to be ſhared of eben from his hend 
1 en ſhe anointed all his body gutte over with 
. NY ſo ſmoth and ſlipperp, that the 
meldet vple Olive, fo that the made it lo 0 —ͤ— 
| cine 1 7 
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Wolf could catch no hold of him: beſides he was round, kat, char then ir 
and piumpe of bodie, which much availeth to his advantage: groves celpe” 


rate, and will 


when cher advited him that tight to dꝛink exceeding much, that 2c. hy 
he might be moꝛe apt to piſſe in the moꝛning, but in no wile thing to we 
to ſhed an p til he come into the field: thon(ſaid ſhe) when you urier noſt dan- 
are in the fight, and ſee time fitting, pille upon your buch tai ter. . 
and ſtrike it in the Wolfs face , and as near as vou tan into 5 my : 3 } 
his eies, by which means blinding his ſight , he tuall be little 2 the 
able to offend yon: and but at theſe eſpectal times keep pour care of a irve 
taile as tidſe as can be between pour legs , leaſt hee catch rie d, which 
hold thereon, and pull you to the ground: aiſo look carefully _ . 
to your ſelf at the firſt, and by all means ſhui his blows, „en he dec 
making him to topls, and runne after, eſpectiilp there n. companion 
Where moſt duſt is, and lpꝛirg it up with your leet, make it in danger, and 
flic in his eies, take pour advantage, and ſmite and bite him leives no way 
where ven map do bim -moſt miſchief, ever and anom ftri- „ pa 
king him on the face with pcur taile full of pilſe. and that will n trouble. 
take from him both fight and underſtanding: beſides, it will 

ſo tire and wearie him, that his feet not being fully cut dd of 

their hurt by the loſle ot his hoo s, which you cauſed to bee 

pnlled off ) he will not be able to purſue pou: fop though he 

be great, yet his heart is little and weak. This (Mephe w is 

mine advice, and afſure pour ſclf in theſe caſcs, Art pꝛevei⸗ 

eth as much as tourage: - thercfo2% regard pour ſcif well; 

that not onely pour ſel te, but your whole kamily may gain Ho? 

nour and reputatton from pour feztune: as fo2 the charms of 

pꝛaier which pour Uncle Martin taught me by which you 

may be in viũble, it is this which followeth: then laying her 

hand upon his head, ſhe ſaid, Blaerd, Shay, Alphenio, Ras- 

bue, Gorſons, A sbuifro. Now Nephew, aTure pour ſelte 

you are free from all miſchiete oʒ danger whatſcever, thereteze 

go to pour reſt, fo it is neer dap, and ſome flecp will maß the 

bodie better diſpoſed, 

The Fox gave her inf nite thanks, and told her ſhe had ® 

bound him to her )a ſervant foꝛ eber: ano ta thoſe holy woꝛds 

ſhe had ſpoken, he had place) his confidence u ircmovabie and 
lo he laid him downe to reſt under a Tree inthe grate, till it 
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was Sun riſe:at what time the Otter came ur to him and 
awaked him, and gave him a fat pour.g Duci to cat. ſeying, 
Dear Couſin, J hate teiles ali tit: richt to get this pꝛeſent 
fo2 vou. which J too froma Fowler ; here take and eat it, 
and it ſhell gire pou vigour a 1 tou age. Thc For gave him 
many thanks, a: d faid i we5 toztunate hanſei, and if he 
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ſurvived that day, he ſhould finds he would requite it: ſo the 
Fox eat the Duck without bzead oz ſawce , moze then his 
hanger, and to it he drank four great dzaughts of water, and 
then he went to the place appointed where the lis tod, with 
all his kindzed attending on him, 

When the King beheld Reynard thus ſhozn and opled, he 
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ſaid to him: Well Fox, A ſee you are careful of your own 
ſafctie : you reſpect not bee ut ie lo pou eſcape dar ger. A he 
Fox anſwered not a woꝛd, but bowing himſelf down hum⸗ 
bly to t te earth, both befoze the King and the Nugr.s Pajc- 
ties, went fozth into the Field, and at the ſame time the 
Wolf was alſo ready, and ſtood boaſting, and giving out ma. 
y pꝛeud and vai. 2 oꝛious ſpeeches. EZ he Parſi;als end Nu⸗ 
lers of the Liſts, were the Libird, zn> the Loe. Theſe 
bzought fo2th a book, on which the olf ſwoze, und main⸗ 
teined his aſſertion, T hat the Fox was a Traitoz. and a Pur: 
therer, which he wecuid pꝛove on his bodie, 62 eiſc be counted 
a Recreant, Tyen Reynaid tok the bok, and ſwoze, he lied 
as a falſe Treitez anda Thief, which he would pzo'.e on | ts 
bodie, oz be accounted a Recreant. 

When theſe c:remonics were done, the-Parſhalls of the 
Field bad them do their der oir. And then every creature r. 
roided the Lifts, ſave Dame Rukenaw, who ſtood by the Fox, 
and bad him remember the woꝛds and inflruaions ſhe had {- 
rea him, and call to minde how when he was ſcarceſeten pears 
old, he had then wiſdom enough to piſſe the darke ſt nic ht with⸗ 
out Lanthozn oz Caadlc-light , oꝛ the help of the Poen, when 
any occaſion required him: and that his expcrience wis much 
greater, and his reputation of wil dome moꝛe ſrequent with his 
companions: and th:refo:e to wozk ſo as he might win the 
day, which would be an eternal monument to him and his fa: 
mily fo2 ever, To this the Fox anſwered ( Pp bet Aunt) 
aſſure pour ſelf J will do my beſt, and not foꝛget a tittle of pour 


counſel , J doubt not but my friends ſhall reap honour and mx. 


foes ſhame bp mp actions: to this the Ape ſaid, Amen; and 
lo departed, 
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CHAP. 24. : 
Of the Combate betwixt the Fox and the Wolf; the event, 
paſlages, and victori. 


WW Men none but the Combataats were ig the Lifts, 
the Wolf went toward the For with infinite rage 
and furie, and tyt.iking to take the Far in his fo2c-feet, the 
Fex lcapt nimbly from him, and the Wolf purſued him; ſo 
that there began a tedious chaſe between them, on which 
their friends g:xred, The Molke taking larger flrfdcs then 
the Fox, often overtook him; and lifting up his keet to ſtrike 
him, the Fox avotded the blow, and ſmote him on the face 
with his tail, which was all to b--»ift ; ſo that the Wolf 
w:s firicken almoſt blinde, the pille ſmarted fo extreamly. 
And he was fo2ced to reſt while he glatred his cies, which 
advantage when Reyna! ſaw, heſcratched up the duſt with 
bis feet, and thꝛew it ta the eies of the Wo'f. This grieved 
him woꝛſe then the foꝛ mer, ſo that he durſt follow him no lon: 
ger , koz the duſt and ſand „ his cies lmarted ſo ſo2e, 

2 that 
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that ol fo2ce he muſt rub and waſh it away, which Reynard 

feing, with all the furie he had he ran upon him, and with 

his teeth gave him thee ſ0z8 wounds on his head, and lo 

fing ſai ; have J hit you Pꝛ. Wolf - J will yet hit pou bet» 

ter:you have kill'd many a Lamb, and manyan innocent beaſt, 

and would impoſe the fault upon me, but you ſhall finde the 

pꝛice of pour knaverp: Jam markt to punith thy ins, and 

I will give thee thy abſelution bzavely. It is god thou uſe 

patiente, foz Hell is Purgatoꝛy, and t hy lite is at mp mer- 

cie: Pet notwithſtanding, if thou will kneel down, and aske 

me foꝛgiveneſſe and confeſſe thy ſelt vanquiſhed (though thou 

bie ſt the woꝛſt thing living) pet J will ſpare thy life, foꝛ my 

pity makes me loath to kill thee, Theſe wo2ds made Iſegrim 

both mad and veſperate, ſo that he knew not how to expzeſſe 

his fury ; his wounds bled, his eies ſmarted, and his whole 

body was oppzeſſed, So that in the height ol his furp he lift 
up his foot, and ſtruck the Fox ſo great a blow, that he fell'd 
him fo the ground. But Reynard being nimble, quickly roſe 
up again, and encountered the Molt, that between them be⸗ 
gnn a dzeadful and doubtful combate. The Wolf was er⸗ 
ceeding furious, and ten time he leaped to catch Reynard faſt, 
but his skin was ſo ſlippery and oyi te, he coul d not hold him. 

Nay, ſo wond2ous nimble was he in the fight, t hat when the 
Wolf thought to have him ſureſt, he would ſhift himſelf be⸗ 
tween his legs, and under his bellte, and everp time gave the 
Wolf a bite with his teeth, oz a ſwap on the face with his tal, 
that the poo} Wolf found nothing but del pair in the conflic, 
albeit his ſtrength was mach the greater. ; 

Thus, many wounds and bitings paſſing on either ſide ; 
the one exp2eſſing cuning, and the ot her ſtrength; the one fu⸗ 
rie, the other temperance, In the end the Wolf being inra⸗ 
ged that the battel hav continued fo long ( foz had hie feet 
been ſound, it had been much ſhezter) he ſato to himſelf, J 
will make an end ol this combate, foz,J know my verp weight 
is able to cruſh him to pieces, and J loſe much of my reputa⸗ 
tion to ſuſfer him thus long to contend againſt me. And this 
ſaid, he ſtruck the For again ſo ſoze a blow on the — 
with 


3p 
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with his fot, that he fel down to tbe ground, and ere he could 

recover himſelt, and ariſe, he caught him in his feet, and thzew 
him under him. lying upon himin ſuch wiſe,as if he would have 
pꝛeſt thom to death. 


How began the Fox to be grievouſly akrato, and all his 
friends alſo, and all Iſegrims a to ſhont fo joy : 
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| 1 he e Moral, hut the For 2efcnded himſelf (as well es he could) with his 
[ aus, ling along, nd the Molt touid not hurt him with 
ö 


ode W lis fig clays. ti i fect were ſo ſoze; oaciy with his teeth he ſnat⸗ 
Ws. 3 „ 6ez8t{t to bite din; which when the Fox ſaw, he ſmote 
ſind the tones the UCOtf on 550 hrav uith bis foze-claus, fo that he toꝛe the 
vatc h ins and deten! tis bʒe bos. and his cars and ore ot his eies hung 
burſuing of out ok his head, which put the Molk (ofifiritte to:ment, and 
1d antages, is betow:c2 out extreme ꝓ: then ]!cgrim wipinę his face, the 


we . Fox took advantage thercef, and wit. his ſlruc li. g got upon 
bafion, and his fett. i 
e diſcretlon At which the Molt waz angrie, and flriking atitcr him, 


h 
| Ire: :mpera"ce caught the Fox fa his arms, and hel) him faſt : never was 
| r Kynird in fo great a ſtrait as then, fo2 at that time great 
| — wis their tontentton: but arg: rnow made the Molt fezget 
14 bing Lu” 1045 hisſmert: aud griping the Fox altogether under him es Rey- 
the other co: n- nard wa; de endi C timſeit, tis han) lie ht into Iuegrims 
þ _ mouth, ſo that hc was in danger toloſe ft, Tren ſaid the 
| or as Wolf to the Fer, row either yield thy ſelf es v:nquiſhed, 
1 Gferie. Ey the 02 elſe c:rtat.ip J will kill three; ncith r thy duſt, thy pile, 
ö "wr t. il is ex · thy mocks, noꝛ any ſubtil iaren ion ſua l now ſave th e, theu 
p eſt,the ſharp art now left uttcr'y deſpetate, and my wou ids muſt have 
EAN their ſatisfadio v. When the Fox heard this, te thought it was 
a hard ciection, fo? very bzou:bt his ruine 5 and ſu wen. p 


dom cver pu- 
nſhestaſhneſe, COutlubine, he e ſat); Deer Ancle, ſince leztune tommonds 


| anidbyre me, X pie lo to be pour ſet ant; and a; ycur tommandement 
ole ol the «ri tra el foꝛ pin to the Yoly Land oꝛ airy other Pilpri- 
Won't möge, 02 do anp lervice which ſhall be bencficiai to pour ſoul, 
[madnelte ard 07 the ſo il of pour fo2*iathers : J will do fo2 the Bine, oz 
e eve: lo o ho y ather the Pope: J wil! hold of pou my Lands an) 
vote but rerenues; an) as J ſo ſhall all the reſt of my kind2ed ; ſo that 
| . N voncha l bea Lozo cf miny Lozos, and none thall dare to 
Caching the move againſt pou +: Bees, whatſoever J gct of Pullins, 
Fox, and hoid- Greſe, Patri iges o2 Þ oier, fleſh 07 fiſh, you, your wife and 
; WL) 3g bimio 14+ childz 2149411 h ve the firft choice ere a. r tome in my belly. - 
1 0 . „ wil ever ſtamd by pour te, and whereſoerer you co, no dan⸗ 
Wi 3 . ger wall come ne er pou: rou are ürong, at J am ſubtil, we 
| two Joined fog: yours lte tene can mou N — 5 
| 137 i3 [ifs n, 
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Agtin, ce ere ſo near in blood, thet natures fo bas there vour> fools, | 


es it : abit but never 
{ould be any enmitie between us: 3 woul? net ha: e feur ht penn wo 


againſt you, had J been ſure of viaoy, but that you firſt ap» grace to enjoy 


pealed me, and then vou know of neceſſitpJ muſt do my ut⸗ ihc ben: fic 
termoſt: J have alſo in this battel been court:cus to pon, The Foxrs 


and not eve) my woꝛſt violence, as J would on a tra; ger, 117,15 bo. 
87 


Wolf, ſh. v 


I tell you it vas an acton much contrary to my nature; foz oppreſicg, ic 


meins Cr q+ 


ſo2 which Jam ſo22te, and With it had not hapned: . pet therc⸗ her ro gain 


ever either 


ftall fall down e t ycur ſeet reſoꝛe you in any pꝛeſence: therc, 


to live. J know peu vill kill me, but what will thet rail by te weak 


fm | | Wolf, is ſhows 
is cxceilert , whereas reſhneffe is eter the mot her ofrepens «9, h f in 1 


tar ce:but Uncle, A know pou to be valiant, wiſe, and difcreet, thee accidents 
and you rather ſeek honoꝛ, peace, and geo) fame, then blos of change, nei- 


a. id revenge. | thcrforce,rage, 
Iſegrim the UW of ſaid; Infinite diſlembler, how kein — 


wouldſt thou be free d of my ſerritude? Zo well J underſtand ichs ui 
thee. and know that if thou were ſafe on thy feet, thou ou! iſt dome, diſcreĩ- 
fozſwear this ſubmiſſſo.1: but know, a.1 the wra. th f1 the o, and er pe- 
weꝛld hail not buy out thy ranſome; ſoꝛ thee and thy triends e and w 
Jeſteem them rot, noꝛ be ieve any thing then haſt urtered: “ 

to well J krow thee and am no bird fez thy Li:mc-buſh caffe 

cannot deccive me: O how wouldſt thou triumph, if J ltould 

believe thee and ſop J wanted wit to un derſtand thee but theu 

chalt know, I tan lok both on this fide, and bepenothee; thy 

ma! y deceits uſe> upon me, have row armed re acainft 

the, Thou laiſt thou haſt ſpared me in the battel: but la. 

upon me, and my wounds will ſeew bod foifely thou lieſt, 

thon 


— 


{oz Jkrow it is the dutie of a Nephew to ſpare his Uncle: 1h hero. 
and tli; you mig t well perc. te by myrunniag from pou, cer wiſtom is 


J might often have hurt you when Jrcfufed, noz are pou l ver fill 
weꝛſe fo2 me by ary thing, moꝛe then the b'emtth of pour cie, eres 


by know t hat youſhel reaprather benefit then loſe ther. by;fo2 his 01 1.ber- $ 
when other Beaſts in their flecp ſhut two windowe, pou vd et 
(ball burt but 0.:e, As fo2 my wife, chil>zen, and lincege, thep fir $9195 49 Þ 


v.nquith, or a- | 


foe J hambly dete pcu that yeu will ſuffer pooz Revnard ft. nin Last y,. 


yeu, v hen you ſtall nerer live in ſafety fo2 fcar of reverg « Foxes core 
men: of mpkindzed>Ltercfozetempcrance ina py man's wꝛath is dne long 


” — — 
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thou never gaveſt me a time to b2zeath in, nez will J now gtte 
the a minute to repent in; and the rather when J think of the 
diſhonour thou didſt to my bed, and how tnhumanely thou didit 


ravith my dear wife, Dame Arſewinde. 
Now whüſt leerem was thus talking, the Fox betheuoht 


himſelf Fowie micht befſt.cet free, and thauſting his ot her 
hend Town between his lecgs, he caught the Uolf faft by 


th: forces, end he bung him ſo cxtreamly and hard thereby, 
the t he made im zink and howt out with the anguich: then 
the Fer dꝛeb hs other hand out of hie mouth, foꝛ the Molt 
uas in ſuch wondzeus to2mei.t, that he had much ado to con⸗ 
tein himſcif from ſweundtr gi foꝛ this toꝛ ment exceeded above 
the pein of Lis cie, ard in the end he fell over and over in a 
ſwcund: tlen p2eſenily Reyrard Ic apt upon, end drew him 
atout the Liſts, and dꝛagg'd him by the legs, and ſtruck, 


wounded, and bit him in many places, ſo that all the whole 


feld might take notice thereof, 

At this all lſegrims friends were full ol ſoz220w , and with 
great weeping and lamenting went to the King, and pꝛaied 
him to be pleaſed to appeaſe the combat, and take it into his 
own hands: which ſuit the King granted, and then the L p- 

bard and rhe Leſſon (being marſhals) entered the Lifts, and 
told the Fox and the Wolf that the King would ſpeak with 
them, and that the battel ſhould there end, fo2 he would take 


it i. to his own hands, and determine thereof : as fo2 them: 


ſelves they had done ſufficiently, neither would the Kingloſe 
either of them: and to the Fox they ſafd, the whole field gave 
him the bictoꝛ p. 

The Fcx ſatd, J hutnbly thank them, and what pleaſeth 
my Lo3d the Ring to command, Jam read to obey, foz mine 
am bftfon is no farther then to be vico2 : therefoze J beſe&ch 
vou let my friends come to attend me, that J may pꝛoced by 
their adtice. They anſwered, it was reaſon: ſo pzeſently 
came fozth dame Slopecard and Grimbari her husband, dame 


Rukenaw with her two fifters, Bitelus and Fulrumpe her 


two ſons, and Malice her daughter, the field Poulſe , the 
Weaſel, and above an hundzed which wonld not have _ 


Of Retnerd the Fox. 


it the Fox had loſt the ona leit r toꝛ to him that tath hot our. 
will erer flock attendants; hut to him tyat is in loſe, uu hos 
thing but contempt follow. Alas, the Fox came to tte Bc ber, 
the Otter z both their wipes Paumcetrote, awd Od gate/and 

the Oit: ole, the Mari in, 4 the Ficchews, the Firrit, theSquis- 
ri}, and a wozid moe then J can name, and all be cauſe he 
was the vide: nay divers which befoze had complai neo of 

him, were now of neareſt kiadzed; and ready to do hi nell 
ſcrvice, This is the faſhfon of the woꝛld he that i rich and in 
kax our, can never be pooꝛ 02 hungry foz friendchip, every one 
will ſeem to love him, erer one will imitate his ſachions. 


Then was aſolemne feaſt held; Trumpets were ſqunded, 

Coznets winded, Shawms, and all inſtruments warbled, 

and everp one crfed, Pꝛaiſed be hearen fo2 this gloꝛious con- 

guet. Reynard thanked them all kindely and recetved them 

with great jay and gladneſſe: then asked their opinions whe- 

ther he ſhould yield t he victozp to - King 03 no: * _ 
ö opa 
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Slopard ſaid, yea. by all mearces Couſin, fo2 it fhands With 
your honour, no; map pou denp it. And (o the Parſhails 
going befoze) they went all tothe King, garding the Foy on 


every ſive, all the Trumpets, JÞf 


| pes and Pinftrills found: 
ing bofoge him, | | tn 


ol Reynard the Fox. 
M hen Reynard came beſa2e the Bing, he fell on his knees, 
and the King bade him ftznd up an> ſato to him Renard, pou 
map well rejoice, fo; you have wen much h our this day; 
theretoꝛe here I diſcharge pou, aud ſet you fre, to go h ither 
pour own wi. l leads you, fo2 all. conuſtations J tage upon 
mp delt, and will have it diſcuſt by the wileſt of the Kingdom, 
as ſon as Iſegrims wounds ſhal be cured at what time I wit 
ſend foꝛ pou, and ſo pꝛocœd to judgment. 

' Py wozthie and dꝛead 2.025 (ſaia the Fox) J am we'l ap: 
paid with any thing that mall pieaſe peu: pet when J tano 
firft to pour Highneſſe Court, there were many malicious 
perſons which ſought my life (whom J never injured) but 

t hey thought to overcome me, by joining with mine enemtes 
agaiuſt me, and thinking the Wolf had greater favcur then 
I with your Pajeſty : this was the greund of their indigna⸗ 
tion, wherein theyſhewed their ſimplic itie, not to alter the end 

which kollowed. | | 

Theſe men (my Lo2d) are liks a great kennel of Bounds 
which once I ſaw ſtanding at a Lozds houſe on a dunghtll, 
where thep waitcd foz ſuch as ſhould bzing them meat a- 
non they ſaw a Hound come out of the Kitchen, which had 

- thence bzought a godly rib-of Beef: but the Cook pin lu⸗ 
ing him, thꝛew hot ſcalving water after him, and ſcal>ed 
all his hinder parts: but notwithſtanding awsp he went 
with his vooty ; but when his fellows perceived him, they 

' £:lied to him, and fato ; O how much ert thou bound to the 
goo2 Cook which hath given thee that gcodly bone ſo well 
furniſhed with fleſh; but the Dog rep:ted, Bou ſpeak acc oꝛ⸗ 
ding to your knowleng, and pꝛaiſe me in ſuch ſozt, as you 
ſee me befoze with the bone in my meuth; but it vou pleate 
to look upan me behinde on my buttocks, vcu shall finde 
how dear iy J peid fez t; and they beholdir g how he vas 
ſcalde? , and all the hair and skfa flape) from his hinder 
leis: they began tobe agaſt and amazed at his tozment ; 


neither would they any moze of his feilowſkip, but fled and 


ran away from him. In the ſame ſozt (my Loꝛd) theſe faiſe 
aid unwozthte Beaſts, when = are made Lozds, poleſſe 
2 thcir 
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their deſires, and are mighty and renowned: then do they 
extoꝛt, pill and poll the pooʒ and nee>p, and cat them up like 
fo many hungry ſtarved Hounds; foz they are the dogs with 
bones in their mouths, no man dare to meddle with them, 
tut pꝛe iſe all their aa tons: no man dare offend them; nap, 
many aſift an? heip them in their unlawful actons, oaely 
— they map lick their fin gers, and be Fartakcrs of their ex⸗ 

02tio:'s | 

© (ny dear Lo2>)! how can thoſe men go ſafe:'y, which 
go thus blt.iv-fou!d> Oꝛ how tan they expect but a ſhameful 
fall, whoſe ſteps are fo uncertain > neither can any man pity 
them when their wozks are difctoſed ; but continual curſes 
and upbꝛeioi gs follow them to the grave with deftraction : 
many of theſe have loft their hair ( which is their ſriends) as 
the Pound did, and have rone left to tober their miſchieſs, but 
2 fo:ſake them as the Bounds did the dog which was 

calded, - 

My gra:fons Loꝛd, I beſech you remember this moꝛal ers 
ample, and it will nothing impatr the greatneſſe of pour vir⸗ 
tue, fo2 doubtleſſe mar y of theſe evil exroꝛting creatures are 
under pour ſubjection,, both ia Towns, Cities, and great 
L oꝛds houſes, ho out⸗ſace the pocz, and ſell away their free. 
doms and pꝛivileges, and thꝛeaten things upen them which 
they never knew, theught, oꝛ imagined, and all to make up 
the Common⸗wealths of their own particular pꝛofits: but 
the ends of ſuch are vile, and heaven hath fo: them a judge⸗ 
ment: but of thete erro2s I hope none ſhall juſtly accuſe me, 
noz any of my kiadꝛed but we ſhall acquite us nobip from the 
ſame, J feac no creatures accuſations ; Fo2 J will eter be the 
Fcx, though all my foes ſwe r to the contrary. Pp Lozv,you . 
Jadoꝛe above all moztal creatures living; noꝛ can any wil⸗ 
dom divert me from you, but J will abide by you to the laſt 
gaſp; and though ma!fce have told pour Pighneſle to the cott- 
trary, pet J have ever diſpꝛobed them, and ſo will do to the laſt 
moment. OY Es 
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of Reynard the Fox. 
CHAP, 25. * 
How the King forgave the Fox all things, and made him t 


greateſt in his Landz and of his noble return home wy 
wich all his kindred. 


DO 


He King ſatd; Reynard, you are one that owe me ho« - 
mage and fealtie, and J hope I ſhall ever enjoy it: And foz 


mamas 


Mm 
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vour ſervice, here J make you one of the Loꝛds of my P2ivy 


Counſel. Take heed peu do not any thing unwezthily, foꝛ 
here I Place su in all your- power and authozity as feʒ merl y 


von wire. hopi. g peu will adminiſter Zuſt ice cqually and tru⸗ 


iy, Fo? as long as peu imploy pour wit u:to virtuous ant- 


ons, ro long the Court cant ot mille you: fo} you ate a Ster, 


thoſe luſtre exccevs all other, t ſpecially in finding out miſ⸗ 
chiefs, and pꝛeventir g them. Therekoꝛe remember the Mos 
zal you pour ſelf tolo me, and be à lever of truch and cguitte, 
From hencefozth A will be governed by pour wiſdom, and 
there ſhall not dꝛeath thet creature in any Kingdom which 
ſtall do pou iuſury, but J will yighty revenge it. This 
you fall pꝛetleim th2ouch all the Nation , and be the 


- chiefeft Governour in the ſame, fo2 the Office of Pigh⸗Bay⸗ 


Liff here I frecly beſtow upon you, and à know you meyreap 
great hon dar thereby. 1 a” 

All Reynards friends and kfnd2zed humbip thanked the 
Bing, but he told them it wos much ſhoꝛt ot that he intended 


to do foz their ſakes; and adviſed them all ts admoniſh him 


to be caretul ot᷑ his faith and lotalty. This ſaid Dame Ruke- 
naw, Beifeve it my L oꝛd, we will not fail in that point, nei⸗ 
ther leur youthe contrary 2 fo ſhould he pꝛode otherwiſe, we 


would renounte him. Then the For alſo thanked the Ning 


with kalt and courtcous wozds, ſaping; Py gratious Lo2d! 
Jan not woꝛthie of theſe high honours you do me, pet wir 
ere ie with my ſert ice how to deſi rve them: neꝛ chal my 
bett counſel at any time be wanting; And this ſaid, he tok his 
humbleleare ofthe Ring, and ſo departed with the re ſt of his 


friends and kindzed. 


Now whilſt theſe paſſages hapned, Bruin the Bear, Ti- 
bert the Cat, and Arſewinde and her childdꝛen, with the reit 
of their A irage, d2ew the Molt ont of the field, and laid 
him upon ſolt Litter and-Yay, and cotcred hi: all oter very 
warm, and dꝛelled his wounds, which were to the number ol 
fi ve and twenty, by the help of many skilful Leechcs and 
Surgions. Mis ſickneſle and weakneſſe was ſo great, that his 


feling vas loſt: but they rubbed and chafe> him on the tem⸗ 
| | ples, 
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Lior, is ſhows: 
ed, th t ſe dom 


'a chleve ! fame, 
aud renown, N. 5 


ro hm will th. | 
world K Fl v, ; 
cCigniry on , 
ri y ſhall be |; 
heaped upon 
him : as onthbe 
contrary pas. 
he that is or ce 
4. — in 
tate er teu 
tation, it is a 
. thing of much 
Cifhculryro ke 
: r advance d 
a - — == i thoi t mira- | 
1 * ar leo w. 
ples and under the eiee, till hee leapt out. ot his (WO — 40 
bowled ſs loud, that all were amazed whieh heard hi but he 1; 
the Phyſicians gave him Coꝛdials to mink, and'adoamitives 5 
02 potion to make him ſteep. And then comfoꝛ ted his wife, one of their | 


telling her there was no danger oy peril of his life. 575 the — 
reſt will fall 
eit 


— „ 
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Court la ake up, and eyerp Beaſt returned to 


* 
o 


[ 
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pon him and Among the reſt, Reynard the Fox took his leave of the 

0 BY 3 King and Queen, thep veſired him not to be long abſent from 
he +9 25 them, To whom he anſwered, that he would be ever ready 
{for both a-e At their ſervice, as was hir bounden duty; and net himſelf a- 

We carce) are ſaid lone, but all his frienvs and kindzed alſo, And ſo begging li⸗ 
| to be like cence of his Pajeſtie in all ſolemne manner, and vith far 


{ if ed the Court. 
| — 95 vent he C | 8 
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Was never creatnre that ever flatterd bꝛaver, oz to better 
purpoſe, foꝛ he that could do the like might be a Paſter of the 
eight liberall Stier cer. And no Loꝛd whether Spirituall oz 
Tempozall, but would hatc an care open ſoz all his language. 
Noz dyed he without tTue, (oz he hath C hildꝛen almoſt in all 
places. 

And indeed he that hath no all tance to him in the Art of dil⸗ 
ſimulatton, ſhall hardly p2oſper,as the wozld gocth: Though 
he want his heir, pet if he have his heart, it is enough to make 
him accepted. 

Plain dealing is now an cxils, and Covcteouſneſs and fraud 
have taken poſloſlion of his Tenements: not the Popes Pa⸗ 
lace, the Court of Emperoure, Rin gs and Pꝛinces cannot te 
excepted of this erroꝛ. 

Money is now grown the onely Fatozite of the times; the 
very Church⸗Adol, and the Countrep woꝛſhip: ft con purchaſe 

all things, defend all things, and confound all things: And 
mad men travell over the wezld, to gain this ol, this 
faſhion ; Who is not a trus For, fs but a beaſt of baſe. £fttma- 
tion, 

This is the woꝛlds etqKFome, and what will become of the 
uſe, the wiſe man can haroly judge oꝛ imagine: Dnely that 
—_ ous ſins of falſhoov, Theft, Purther and Ambiti⸗ 
on, cat\never walk but hand in hand trith Judgment: 
From which Jheartily pꝛay that the hand of the Pigheſt wil 
defend us and make us walk tn thoſe paths which thall be ſn- 
table to vertue and piety. With which J concluve, ſince theſe 
miſdeeds are not fit Theames foz me to treate of, ffnce at the 
= day every one is ſure to give an account foy his own bur⸗ 
then. | 


Ith Reynard. all his friends and in folks to the num. 

ber offs2ty, tak their leave alto of the Bing, and went 
away with the Fox, who was no little glad creature thai: he 
had ſped well, und ſtood ſo far in the Uings favour: foz now he 
had power enough to advance whom he pleaſed, and pull down 
any that envied his foztune, 


Afte: 


— 
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T he Pleaſant Hiſtory 


After ſome trat ell the Fox and all his friends came to his 
Wozough.o2 Caſtle of Male pat dus, where every one (in noble 
end ceurtc ouʒ me nner) tek leave of other, and Reynard did 


to every one of t hem great reverente, and thanked them foz the 

lobe and honour hee had received of them; pzotoſting ever⸗ 

moze to remain their faithfull ſervant, and to ſecond them — 
| a 


of Reynard the Fox. 


All things wherein his life 0; goods might be atntiable unte 


them : and ſo ſhook hands and departed, 


The For went in to Da ne Ermelia his wife, who wel⸗ 


comed him with great tenderaeſs: And to her and her childzen 
he related at large, all the wonders which hay befallen him at 
the Court: and miſt no tittle 02 circumſtance therein. Then 
grew they pꝛoud that his Foztune was ſo excellent: and the 
Fox ſpent his daps from thencefszth (with his Wife and 
Childzen ) in great joy and content. 

Now whoſoever ſhall relate unto you (ef the Fox) moze 
oz lefſe then you have heard: J would not wich you to build 
any faith upon his reports. Oel t his which pou hare altea. 
dy heard oz read, you map believe at your beft pleaſure: Oꝛ 
it any refuſe, he ſhall not withſtanding be accounted an Yes 
retick, fince he that onely ſaw it, may beſt give credit unto it; 
5. yet many in this woꝛld believe the things they habe not 
een. 

Weſlides, there are many Plays, both Tomfrk and P2zall, 
Which figure out things that never were, onely to make uſe 
and benefit of the example: That men may thereby the better 
(hun Nice, and Purſue Uertues, In like manner, this Bok, 
though it contata but matter of jeſt and ſpozt,yet if he lok ſe⸗ 
rtoully thereinto, he map haply find much Tozal matter and 
wildome, woꝛth his conſideration, Govneſs noꝛ any God man 
ſhall he find in it diſreputed,fo2 all things are generallp ſpoke, 
and every man may take his own part as his Conſcience ſhall 
inffruc him: If any man find himſelf to much opp:eſſe), let 
him Make it off with amendment: At any man be clear, let him 
hold on his path, and aveyd tumbling: And if any take viftaft 
oz offence,let him not blame me but the Fox, foꝛ it is onely l is 
language, But if all things ſuit to my wich'o imiginattons, 
I Gall then be encouraged to ſalute the wozld with a ſecond 
part: clad in ſome neater Engliſh, derper matter, and if not 
moe, yet every whit as pleaſant Pozals, 
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